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THE P R El? A C E. 

jtS it is the Vefign of tbefe Dialogues to in- 
•" form the Miid in Pciiffs commonly reckoned 
hothufefuU (ind entertaining j and at the fame 
Time of univerfal Concernment i if tbey erefr 
framed asio anhoer theirEnijii is a /uficientj^-^ 
logy for their Publication. They might indeedtave 
been thrown into the Form of Effays^ or Diffet'* 
tations onfuch andfucb Subjeffs ; but as tbepre^ 
fent Form was defignedfy pitched on to fleafe the 
Publick^ and for no other Reafon than asjudgh^ 
it more entertaining^ tie Author bofes bisDffiglf^ 
to pleafe will at les^/i bepardon^ even byfucbse. 
may think be has taken an improper Way for ii^ 
He has- mdeavour^d at Uajl at Truth in the 
Points be treats of^ and if he happens in feme 
Things to differ from fime of Ins^ Readers ^ as be 
knowsit impofftble to bgree With Wery one^ be has 
only to fay he impofes his Tenets on no one^ and 
will asfoon as convinced as reaMy change his Sen- 
timents, as Philander does in Dialogue the Vth, 
isfh&re as the Reader wiU' tajily fee the Plan is 
altet^d^ and for the very fame Reafon that is tber4t 
related, ttis a Debate be knows which has heem 
lately agitated^ but ^hicb he bos therefore par'- 
pofbly refrained from Reacting'^ that be might 4M 
be inafs*d by any »eer human Authority^ but if 
that more per fell Rule of Faith the f acred Writ- 
ings. And to conclude^ tho* he does not pretend ta 
new DifcoverieSp the Reader may yet meet with 
fme Thiugspi here in a different Light thanpeT'^^ 
haps hehasfeen tbem before ? and be thereby ted' 
hith >ro\ftudy the Scripture with more Application^ 
and to do it with more Under/landing. 
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DIALOGUES 

O N T if E 

OTHER world; 

BETWEEN 

^^HiLANDER, Crito, and Theophilus. 
DIALOGUE I. 

m 

PHILANDER was a Genul^man of an 
eafy Fortune, who for the ii:oft Part, 
refided in the Country, thougu he. 
now and then made a Journey to Town* 
He hved in a pleafant and commodious 
Village, where he had contracted a Friend- 
fhip with Theophilus, a Religious Gen- 
tleman that lived in the Neighbourhood, 
and with whofe Converfation he was great- 
ly delighted. A Friend from Town, whom 
we (hall here call Crito, was at this Time 
at the Houfe of Philander, when all three 
walking in the Garden, they were admiring 
the Face of the Sky, which was then, be- 
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ing a fine Summer's Evening, very beauti- 
fttl. Upon which Philander could not 
forbear obferving, that if the outer Courts 
of Heaven were thus delightful there muft 
be Reafon for conceiving of the inner as 
yet much more fo. 

He took Occafion from hence to enlarge 
on the glorious Profpedt of that exceeding 
Happinefs good Men may one Day hope 
for, in that heavenly Rejl that remains for 
the People of God. TheOFhilus feconded 
his Friend's Refledions, and fpoke in a 
Manner that fhew'd his Heart was warn^'n 
and that the very Thouj?l\t's of th^ future 
Happinefs charm'd h^s Soul. Grito liH- 
en'd to both of t^em with great Attention, 
and obferv'd "in his Turn, that as fuch Pro- 
foeds wcre highly delightful, it was great 
rity we had not dearer Ideas of thefe 
ihings than we commonly have; that 
. though he was not an utter Stranger to fuch 
Rcfledions, he was yet as to many Things 
much in the Dark, andfhould be very gjad, 
as they had fallen on this Subjedl, if they 
Would give him their Sentiments about cer- 
tain Queries, which had of late flarted up 
in his Mind, 

That fays Phii-ander to Tloeophilus^ I 
believe muft fall chiefly to your Share, who 

are 
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are ittuch better vcrfed in Speculations of 
this Kind than I am. 

I (hall be very willing, faysTHEoPHiLUS, 
to give you any Affiftance that may be in 
my Power, but think you, as the oldeft Ac- 
quaintance, at leaft fhould begin. 

Let us then, if you pleafe, fays Philan- 
der, fit down for a while in this Arbour, 
and hear from Crito what thofe Qil^^*^ 
are, that a Man of his Judment can want 
fo much Light in. 1 take it for granted, 
fays he, as foon as they were featcd, thit 
you have not fb far loft your Chriftiah 
Principles as to call this Part of our Belief 
in Queftion, but that you believe, as in the 
Clofe of the Creed, in the Life Everlafting. 

I am far enough, fays Crito, from being 
an Infidel, nor did you ever find me inclift- 
ing that Way. I believe a future State a& 
much as any Man, and would not wifh you 
to take up your Time in attempting to 
prove it. I alfo hope, as well as you, to be 
happy fomcv^ere, but the Queftion with 
me is Where that Somewhere is ? I have 
likewi& often view'd the Heavens with 
Rapture, as you have now, but all the little 
Fhilofophy I am Mafter of, inftead of giv- 
ing me any Light in this Point, has only 
fervVi more and more to confound me. 

Itconcerasus not much, faysPaiLANDER, 

B 2 where 



[4l 
where Heaven is, if we can but be fo happy 
as to gain a Place in it. 

I grant, fays Crito, that it is not necef- 
fary, that we fliould be able to point out 
the Seat of future Happinefs, but yet it is 
natural to fuppofe it fomewhere, and you 
cap.pot but know, that the common Opinion 
has fix'd it, but fo very far beyond the re- 
moteft Stars, that it would almoft make one 
dcfpair of ever reaching it. . The Power of 
CSpdjiI know, can folve this Difficulty ; or 
vvjas.the Motion of Spirits really as quick as 
Thought, as has often been faid, though I 
think it has never been provVl, I could 
overlook this Diftance then as nothing. 
But as this is a Matter, which in my Opi- 
nion, can neither be proved from Reafon, 
nor yet from Scripture, I could be glad, 
methinks, if Heaven were fomewhat nearer, 
and that it was not quite fo long a Journey 
to it. 

. You feem pleafant, my Friend, fays 
Philander, but what fays Tbecphilus^ 
Gannot he anfwer this weighty Objedion ? 
He fits and fmiles as if he was unconcern 'd 
at it J but perhaps he is framing his An- 
fwer, and I am only depriving myfelf, by 
this Interruption, of the Pleafure I expeft 
from the hearing it. 

No Interruption at all, fays Theophlus, 

pray 
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pray proceed. I had rather at prefcnt be 
Hearer than Speaker, and from what I have 
heard of your Difcourfe already, am con- 
vinced I am not fit to be your Advocate. 
I am indeed too much of Critos Opinion 
to do you much Service on this Head. 

Is it fo? fays Philander; then I had 
better turn Querift in my Turn, I have 
no other Anfwer to give, but the Power pf ^ 
God, and what C?^ito has mentioned already^ 
the wonderful Motion of Spirits, which if 
he will not allow me, I am not able, I own, 
to bring Proof for. But pray what is the 
Reafon, Friend Crito^ you cannot be fatisfy'd 
with what has fatisfy'd fo many Thou* 
fands ? Is there any thing too hard for an 
Almighty God ? Cannot he that made iis^ 
and the Heavens, bring us into them, let 
their Diftance be ever fo great, or incon* 
ceivable ? , 

I can very fafely, anfwer'n Crito, con*- 
iide in the Power of God to make me happy 
when and where he pleafes ; nor fliall any 
Uncertainty of the Seat of Happinefs ever 
ftagger my Faith, the leaft that is, in this 
Point. But yet it would be fome Satisfac^ 
tion, methinks, to know the where^ or to 
be even able to guefs at. foifte probable 
Place for it. 

There is no doubt, fays Philander, but 
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fiK:h Knowledge would be very agreeable i 
but why ftiould we call in queftion the 
common Notion, unlefs we were able to 
produce a better ? We know the Scripture 
frequently fpeaks of Heaven, and always 
/peaks of it as a Place above us. 

It does fo, fays Crito, and no doubt it 
is fo ; but whether above or below the Star« 
it does not fay. Had the Scripture plainly 
pointed out the Seat of it, that Part I mean, 
that is the Seat of Happinefs, you had had 
none of my Queries about it : But here the 
Sacred Oracles are dumb, or I am deaf and 
cannot hear their Language 5 nor does Phi- 
lofophy feem to offer the leaft Afliftance, 
We can look into Heaven an almoft incre-. 
dible Way, but can fee nothing in it ex- 
^cepting the Heavenly Bodies, with very 
large, but apparently defolate Spaces be^ 
tween them : And if above all thefe you 
ylace the Imperial Heaven, the Diftance, I 
own, to me is fo amazing, that I am afto-r 
nifb'd whenever I think of it. And what 
alter all, if all beyond our Sight fliould be 
but fimilar to what is in it! our optick 
Glaffes feem to (hew it is fo ! And if this 
be the Cafe, where arc we then PkHander / 

Where indeed ! cry*d Philander ; I 
am loft in the infinite Space ! How could 
you, CritOy lead me fuch a Flight, without 

giving 
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giving me any thing to reft my Feet on ? 
And you, T'heophiluSj how couid you leave 
me thus, in a Flight that muft tire the fa- 
bulous Eagle oijove? 

I am apt to think, fays Theophilus, 
that yoves fabled Eagle could never have 
carried his Godftiip half fo far. The Hea- 
thens muft think the Creation very narrow,, 
to provide their Gods with no better Con- 
venicncies, as well as their Gods to be very 
poor Gods, to ftand in need of fuch pitiful 
Carriers, In how much grander a Light 
does the Scripture fet forth the Almighty 1 

But Philander I fee is tired, and wants 

Refreihment. 

It jis time indeed, fays Philander, to 
think of Supper, and fee, the Servant is 
coming to give us Notice of it. But yet 
Philander is not fb much tired, as not to be 
willing to refiityie the Journey to morrow 
Morning, M I'beopbilus will but agree to bear 
him Company. 

As to that, fays TheophiIus, I woul4 
even attend you to Night, but that it is top 
far advanced for us now to make any greaf 
Progrefs, for whicli Reafon, 1 think, we 
had better reft for this Time, and take to- 
morrow the whole Day before us, when I 
will meet ypu in the Arbour precifely af 
Eight for that Purpofe. 
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Well propos'd, fays PHtLANDER, come. 
Gentlemen,, let us walk in. 

DIALOGUE II. 

WELL, CritOy fays Philander, as 
they walked out of the Houfe in 
the Morning towards the Arbour, I am 
ready .now to take the other Flight, if The- 
ophilu5W2i'^ but come to bear me Company : 
And he is for the moft Part fo exa6l to his 
Appointments, that I am not in any great 
Fear of him. 

You have no Occafion, fays Crito, for 
fee, he is there before us. As foon as the 
tifual Salutations were over, how did your 
lail Night's Journey, Gentlemen, fays 
Theophilus, agree with you ? As for my 
Part, fays Crito, I have taken the Journey 
To often, that I do not find myfelf in the 
leafl: fatigued with it : And Philander tells 
itie he is ready to refume it, if his Friend 
theophilus will but attend him. 

Why truly, Says Theophilus, could 
fuch Journeys be taken in Faft with as 
much Eafe as we take them in Thought, 
the Diftance of Heaven need not fo much 
difturb us. Was it ever fo far, we might 
be there in the Twinkling of an Eye. 

I am fo well convinced, fays Philander,, 

that 
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that Thinking is not Motion, that I begin 
to qiieftion whether Motion quick as thought 
is poffible ', but yet I think it may be very 
fwift, and that of Light in particular is fo, 
to fuch an amazing Degree, if we may 
credit the Mathematicians, • that if Crito 
will but allow we may move as quick as 
Light does, I fhall not difpair of reaching 
the Gates of Heaven, though ever fo far re- 
mov'd from mortal Ken. 

I jfhall not, fays Crito, enter the Lifts 
on that Head. The quick Motion of Light 
is undoubtedly very furprizing, and that of 
Angels for ought I know may be as quick. ' 

1 thank you Cr//(9,' fays Philander, you 
have hereby put mc in mind of a good AC- 
fiftant. Juft fo does Milton defcribe the 
Angel Ur/V/ as defcending from the Sun on 
a Sun-beam. • 

Not fo faft, good Philander y cry'd Crito, 
will any Philofopher truft to poetick Au- 
thority ? The Paradife Loji as ia Poem per- 
phaps is matchlefs, and contains in it many 
juft and noble Sentiments, and this may 
poflibly be one of that Kind, though M/7- 
ions faying it is not quite a Proof of it. 

I did not bring it, fays Philander, as a 
Confirmation, though I cannot but own I 
was pleas'd with fo good an Authority. 

You feem to me, fays Theophilus, to 
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be wandering wide of the Mirk. What 
has the Motion of Light to do with the 
Way to Heaven ? As a Means, fays Phi- 
lander, to explain how we may get at it, 
or to ferve as a Vehicle to convey us to it. 

I am afraid, fays Theophilus, the Ve- 
hicle will not fupport you, nor the Sun it- 
felf, though the Fountain of Light, be fuf- 
ficient to light yoiu 

A very difcouraging Attendant, truly, re- 
plies Philander, you help us on in our 
Journey very finely. 

Why, do you know, fays Theophilus, 
where you are going Philander ? Not per- 
ie5ly indeed, returns Philander. 

No, that's the Thing we want to know, 
lays Crito* We were eagerly fetting out 
we knew not whither, and very foUicitous 
to find Wings to fly with, though we knew 
not which way to fly when we had them* 
J^bilofiders Heart is fo much fct on foaring, 
that our laft fuccefslefs Journey has not cur- 
ed; him though I muft own I have no Hop^ 
for my Part, that a fecond Mounting, could 
we even mount on a Sun-beam, would 
give us more Light than the firft. It muft 
be other Light, as Theophilus has juft ob- 
ferv'd, than the Light of the Sun, that muft 
light us in Searches of this Sort. 

I was pretty fure, fays Philander, we 

(hould 
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(hould need 7%eophiJuSy which made me (6 
unwilling to fet out without him* 

Do you think then, fays Theophilus, 
that I can guide you ? I know no more of 
the Seats of Blifs than you do, fave what I 
have learnt from the Light of a certain 
Book, with which you are neither of you 
unacquaintedt 

Will that, fays Crito, give us Light in 
this Cafe? If fo, I fhall prize the Bii/e 
more than ever, I have confultcd Philoiiv 
phy in vain in this Point. It has fhewn 
me many indeed and various Maniions; 
but either none that feem deiign'd for an 
Ufe of this kind, or however none that ever 
I could fix on, or could ever find out a 
Method of getting into. 

It is very true, fays Theophilus, thofe 
Manfions are fo remote, that if they were 
4iot inhabited, as they moft probably are 
already, it muft be very difficult, if not quite 
impoifible, for fuch Creatures as we are, 
without a Miracle, ever to reach them. 

Hold, hol4> theophilus J exclaims Phi- 
lander, you are disappointing all my Ex- 
pedations. I pronjis'd myfelf a long and 
pleafant Journey, and that having you for a 
Guide, we ftiould have view'd thofe bright 
§e^ts by the Way. I thought to have 

mounted 
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mounted far beyond the Sun, and to have 
left the ftarry Heavens far below me. 

And fo you may, fays Theophilus, 
when you pleafe ; but it muft be, I believe, 
in Mind, and not in Body. 

I know very well, fays Philander, that 
we can do it no otherwife now, but when 
hereafter we fhall be like Angels ^ we may 
certainly vifit then thofe (hining Manfions ; 
the Spirits of Heaven can doubtlefs perform 
this with Eafe. 

If the Spirits of Heaven can move in- 
deed as Light does, there may be Reafon, 
fays Theophilus, for fuch Expedations ; 
but the Book I fpoke of feems to teach the 
Contrary. It fpeaks of Space that Spirits 
cannot pafs, though the Rays of Light can 
pafs it very eafily. 

You refer, I fuppofe, fays Philander, 
to the Gulf in the noted Parable of the im- 
purpled Rich Man, and poor Lazarus. 

I mean indeed, fays Theophilus, the 
very fame. You have there a Chafm made 
mention of, which may be feen through, 
but which at the fame time there is no paff- 
ing over from either one Side or the other. 
And this is the Reafon why I did not join 
with you in defending the common Opini- 
on with regard to the Motion of Angels, 
who I fuppofe have their proper Sphere, as 

well 
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well as Mea have, and beyond which 
Spl^ere I prefume they cannot move unlefs 
in Mind or Thought any more than we can. 

Unlefs in Mind or Thought, repeats 
Philander, Why do you imagine that 
Angels have Bodies then as we have ? 

No, not as we have ncw^ replies Theo- 
PHiLUS, but I imagine much fuch as we 
Jhall\izsty when we ftiall be like them. 
However, be this as it will, as it is certain 
that we (hall have Bodies, thefe Bodies, 
however Spiritual, cannot move, without 
fome ^xo^tx medium for that Purpofe, with- 
out which either Legs or Wings muft be 
vain and ufelefs. 

Let me think, fays Philander : What, 
could not I fly if I had Wings ? 

Yes, no doubt, fays THEOPHiLUS,if you 
had Air to fly in, and that Air of a proper 
Confifl:ence. You might be able then to 
rife to a certain Pitch, but could not rile 
the Beat of a Wing beyond it. * 

Why, what (hould hinder me ? enquires 
Philander. 

The State of the Air itfelf, returns Theo- 
PHiLUS, which would foon be too thin to 
fupport you : Or you might other wife fwim 
in Air as well as Water, or walk on either 
as you can on Land. 

l^eopbiks realbns, fays Crito, very juft- 
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ly, and I was going to grant you a great 
deal too much. You would be very fbon 
like a Bird in an Air Pump^ whofe Wings, 
when the Air is a little cxhaufted grow 
ufelefs. And was it even poffible for you 
to afcend up higher than what the Nature- 
of the Air would carry you, unlefs you could 
change the Nature as well as Place, you 
would be panting for Breath like a Fifti 
that is out of its Element. Such Fools 
were we to think of taking Flights through 
Regions fo unable to fupport us ! 

Fools indeed, fays Philander, fure 
enough at this Rate! And yet I cannot 
deny but that what has been faid has fome 
Weight in it. But prithee, TheophiluSy 
muft we live always here then ? Muft we 
always be doom'd to walk this earthly Sor- 
face ? I long, methinks, to mount and ranfge 
the Skies. 

You want perhaps, fays Theophilus, 
to be a God, and vilit in a Trice the whole 
Greatioft, fo that in a very (hort Time there 
would be nothing new to you, unlefs you- 
had frefli Creations daily to entertain you. 

I cannot deny indeed, replies, Philan-' 
DER, but that fuch Wifhes as thefe feem 
rather too ambitious j but yet our Writers 
frequently promife this to us, though I do 
not rei:t>ember they aity wh^re bring any 

Proof 
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Proof for it, fave what i?^ taken from the 
Cafe of Angels, to wh^om it is promis'd that 
wc fliall be fimilar 

Nor have I r^^y poubt, fays Theophi- 
Lus, but tJ:,at this Promife fhall be fully 
made go^^d to ua. And when that Time 
^o^r^s, we then may afcend the Skies, and 
'you enjoy the utmoft of your Wiflies, or at 
leaft as much of them as is proper for you. 
But that Death fhould immediately make 
fuch a mighty Change in us, as to enable 
in an Inftant a poor feeble Creature to range 
the Heavens with an unbounded Freedom, 
beyond perhaps what any Angel can do; 
though this Philander is what fome have 
promised, and I, like you, have formerly 
expetSed, I cannot fay that I exped: it now- 
It is expe(5ting more I think than God has 
promised us. 

You fuppofe however, fajrs Philanper, 
that Angels can afcend or defcend. 

I do not meerly, fays Theophilus, fup- 
pofe in this Cafe ; the Book I am guided 
by alfures me of it \ and their Office as 
miniftring Spirits on Earth requires it. But 
then I fuppofe their Diftance is not fo very 
far from us, as you Philander were going 
to make it. 

We have indeed been hindring theophilus 
aU this Time, fays Crito. He was going 
— to 
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to fliew us from cZ'^"pture the Seat of Hap- 
pinefs, and we have C^^Y g'^en him need- 
lefs Interruption, 

It may be needlefs, fays *. hilander, to 
a Mind like yours; but mine ruQUirdfome 
previous Preparation, in order to render it 
fit to receive his Inftrudions. But as /.^ ^^ 
now I perceive near Time for going to' 
Breakfaft, what think you, Gentlemen, of a 
Journey that Way ? 

As your Propofal, fays Crito, is fo very 
reafonable, 1 believe we fliall think to com- 
ply with it. 

DIALOGUE III. 

NOW Philander^ fays Crito, let us 
hQ>2ivTheophihiSy and let us hear him 
without Interruption. 

By no means, fays Theophilus; do 
not think I come hither to preach to you, 
and to continue preaching without, inter- 
miffion ; it is what I am neither difpos'd 
nor yet prepared for. Interrupt me when- 
ever you pleafe, if you needs will call it fo ; 
it will not only allow me fome Time to re- 
cover Breath in, but as one Thought na- 
turally begets another, it may be a means 
of our mutual Advantage. Ideas imparted ' 
return for the moft Part with Intereft. 

It 
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It is very true, fays Philander, and 
therefore as Thoughts may arife, we had 
better impart them, than flay till perhaps 
we forget them. 

Do fo then, fays Theophilus, juft when 
you pleafe. We were endeavouring, you. 
know, to fettle the Seat of Happinefs ; but 
this in my Opinion wants explaining. 
There is, if I think right, a threefold Seat ' 
of Happinefs ; the Seat of Angels, that 
feparate Souls, and the Seat of Happin 
after the Refurredtion. Which of tl 
fhall w^ firft go in queft of? 

I thought, fays Philander, thejjPhad 
been all the fame. 

Nor did I for my Part, fays Crito^ think 
otherwife. Let us however, if you pleafe, 
in the firft Place, go in queft of the jinge^ 
lical Heaven, as it is there I prefume^ that 
the chief Seat of Blifs is at prefent. 

- If this then, fays Theophilus, be the 
prefent Qioery, the Angelical Heaven muft 
no doubt be fomewhere above us, as both 
Philafider has hinted, and Crito as readily 
granted, and as is imported indeed in tho 
very Phrafe of afcending up into it, or of 
defcending or coming down from it. The 
common Opinion, as before obferv'd, is 
that this Heaven is fomewhere or other 
yf*5^ove the Stars : And this at firft feems 

C natural 
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rfatural enough 3 as the Stars to appearance 
fc^m but a few Miles ofF> and to be nothings 
more than fo many Specks of Light> made 
rather for Ornament, than for much Utili- 
ty. Here therefore the Minds of the Vul- 
gar reft contented> nor does a Journey be- 
yond the Stars at all ama^e them. They 
are fully convinced by their Eyes that Birds 
can fly, and (hould you fay to the Moon^ 
they can fee no Abfurdity in it. But here 
PhUofophy fteps in, and puzzles us, and not 
Quly (hews it a tedious, but quite an impof- 
fible Journey to any Inhabitant of this our 
Earth, It reprefents the Heavens as fo 
amazingly extenfive, the heavenly Bodies 
fo dtftant not only from us but each other, 
ajid with fuch large and ipacious Gulfs or 
Chafms between them, that to think of a 
Journey beyond the Stars is quite aftonifh- 
fng. The more we philofophize the more 
we are puzzled, and as Crito obferv'd, but 
fo much the more confounded. 

An ingenious Writer on the Happinefs 
offeparate Spirits [Qt.WattSy Page 231.} 
fpends three or four Pages on this very 
Queftion, and concludes atlaft, that " They 
*^ may be (for ought we knovi^) in or 
" among f^e of the Planeitaj' or amongft 
" the Stari) though the Diftance of the 
*/ Stars, fays hey is fo prodigious and amaz- 

''ing. 
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' ing, according to the exadlert Calculati*^ 
' ons of the new Philofophy, that if th© 
' Motion of a Spirit or a glorified Body 

* were no fwifter than that of a Cannon-^ 
' Bullet, they would not get fo far as the 
^ Stars in a thoufand Ages ; nor would a 

* Journey to fonie of the Planets coft lefs 

* than the Labour of Months and Years. 

* Thefe Things, as he adds^ are fo puzzling 

* to our Reafon, fo confound our Imagina- 

* tion, and ^o far tranfcend the Reach of 

* our preient Faculties to enquire and de- 

* termiive, that it is fufficient for us to 

* know and believe, that the Spirits of the 

* Juji made perfeSt have an Exijie7jce under 

* the blifsful Infiueiues of the Grace and Glory 
' ofQod. And though we freely fpeak of 

* them, and the Scripture leads us to con-* 

* ceive of them, as dwelling in a World of 

* Light, and in fome fpecial Place of Mag- 
^ nificence and Apartments of Glory, or as 
^ moving from one Place to another ; yet per- 
^ haps it is to be underftood chiefly in Con- 
' defcention to the Weaknefs of our Capa-* 
^ cities, or in Relation to Vehicles to which 
^ they may be united. But our IgnorancSJ 
' in thefe Matters fliall be no Hindrance to 
^ our Arrival at Heaven, if we tread the 
^ Paths of Faith and Holinefs, though wc 
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** know not In what Part of the Creation it 
" lies." 

This indeed, has fome Tendency to con- 
fole our Ignorance, but helps but very little 
to remove it ; it but leads us a Chace over 
Millions and Millions of Miles, and after a 
tedious Flight amidft numberlefs Suns and 
Worlds, it leaves us at laft as much in the 
Dark as ever. According to the 'vulgar 
Hj/pothejis^ Heaven is not a great Way off, 
and though fuppos'd beyond the Stars, not 
very diftant. But Philofophy fets the Stars 
at fuch a Diftance, as is amazing but even 
to think on ; and yet no Man of Senfe will 
therefore defpife Philofophy, which has not 
only prefented us with a grand and noble, 
but as there is Reafon to think, in the main,' 
ajuft Syftem of Nature. Ten thoufand 
Suns with their reroWng Worlds declare at 
once the Glory of their Maker, and fill the 
Soul with the profoundeil: Reverence at the 
inexpreffible Majcfty of his boundlefs King- 
dom, who made, preferves, and over-rules 
them all. In this Philofophy deferves Ap- 
plaufe, and greatly helps to heighten our 
Devotion 5 though ftill where Heaven is it 
cannot tell us, nor is to be expedted indeed 
that it ftiQuldi it belongs to Theology, and 
not Philofophy, to give a Solution to Que- 
ries of this Kind.. 

Some 
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Some may poflibly look upon this as z 
needlefs Query, but it is neverthelefs a very 
juft and natural one 3 nor can it found 
other than odly in the Ears of Infidels, to 
talk of Seats of Happinefs none knows 
where, in the World of the Moon, or No- 
body knows how far beyond the Spheres 
of the remotefl Stars. If we examine the 
Scriptures, it calls by the Name of Heaven all 
the Air at any Diftance above the Earth, as 
well that below the Clouds as that above 
them ; all in fhort that Philofophers com- 
monly call the Atmofphere, Thus the 
Clouds are ftiled the Waters above the Fir-^ 
fnament^ and the Fowl are faid to fly in the 
open Firmament i which Firmament, as Mofes 
tells us, God caird Heaven. And from 
hence do we frequently hear of the Fowl of 
Heaven^ the Clouds ofHeaveny and Towns 
walled up to Heaven. The Sun alfo, the 
Moony and the Stars^ are rcprefented as 
placed in this celeftial Firmament^ on ac- 
count of their appearing to us there, and 
feeining but a little Way above the Clouds, 
which appear to the Eye to be near as high 
as they are. What need we then to take 
fuch lofty Flights in fearch of that, which 
may he found much nearer ? Or fearch for 
that in other and diftant Worlds, which is 
r/eprefcnted as furrounding our own ? Other 
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Plancte as well as this which we inhabit 
have probably Attnofpheres peculiar to 
them ; but as it is in the Air or Atmofphcre 
which furrounds this Earth, that the Scrip- 
ture feems to me to place our Heaven^ I have 
no Inclination I own, for fearching farther, 
unlefs I had fome good Hopes of faring' 
better. 

When St. Stephen the Martyr faw the 
Heavens opend^ and the Son of Man at the 
Right-Hand of God, is it not much more 
Kkely that he faw this in the Atmofphere, 
than in Regions fo remote, that a human 
Body could never be feen in them? Or 
when St. Peter faw the Sheet let down 
from Heaven^ did it fcem, can we think, to 
come down from beyond the Stars ? But 
though thefe Confiderations make it fomer 
thing probable, that Heaven is not fo very 
far diftant as fome have imagined, there is yet 
one Conlideration which makes it more f)ro- 
bable ftill ; and that is the confidering it 
as the Seat of Jbtgels^ and from which they 
Jiave frequent Intercourfe with this our 
Earth. They are mint firing Spirit s.^ zs the 
Scripture exprefsly tells us, Jent forth to mi-* 
nijierfor them who Jhall he Heirs ofSdhafi^ 
dn : And they are accordingly reprefcnted 
l^y our Saviour as carrying the Soul of La-! 
z^rus into ParaMe. Jacoh few them in 
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his Vifion as employ 'd in their A(cent and 
Dcfcent, and the Scripture, in (hort, fpeaks , 
fo much of their Intercoiirfe here, as muft 
naturally lead us to think, thtit they do not 
live far from our Neighbourhood. For can 
it be reafonably thought that the all-wife 
Creator fliould make Beings defign'd to be 
employed on Earth, and yet affign them 
their Habitation at an almofl: infinite Di(^ 
tance from it ? Could indeed the romantick 
Opinion with regard to the Motion of An- 
gels, could this be prov'd as eafily as faid, 
the Diftance of Place muft then be incon- 
fiderable ; but the Misfortune of it is, that 
it has not only no Vvooi for it, but that all 
the Proof we have is full againji it. 

If we could depend on the Prayer fet 
down in the Ninth oiDaniely as containing 
the whole that was utter'd on that Occafion^ 
as the Words it is uftier'd in with feem to 
intimate, it would give us the Time takca 
up by an Angel in coming from Heaven, 
and that, as the Text exprefsly declares, 
with as much Expedition as poffible* The 
Prayer as there fet down fills. up about fix-» 
teen Verfes, but may with great Delibera- 
tion be pronounced in about three Minutes, 
at the End of which is the following Ac- 
count. And while I was fpeaking^ fays he, 
^ndprayin^^ and forf effing nrf Sin^ and the 
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5m of my People Ifracl, and pr^J^ting my 
Supplication before the Lord my God for the 
holy Mountain of my God\ yea^ while I was 
(peaking in prayer y even the Man Gabriel, 
whom I hadfeen in the Vijion at the Begin-- 
ning^ being caufed to fly fwiftlyy touched me 
about the T'ime of the Eveni?ig Oblation. And 
he inform d me^ and talked with me^ and faid^ 
O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee 
Skill and Underflanding. At the Beginning 
of thy Supplications the Commandment came 
forth y and lam come to pew thee. If there- 
fore what is there written, as I faid butjuft 
now. Was the whole of the Prayer, we have 
here a Journey from Heaven perform'd in 
rather lefs than three Minutes, which fup- 
poiing Heaven at the Top of our Atmof- 
phere, and which is commonly reckon'd 
about fifty-fix Miles from us, is flying at 
the rate of above a thoufand Miles an Hour, 
which is Swiftnefs enough, one would 
think, for any Occafion they ever can have 
for it, tho* not enough, were Heaven where 
fome would place it, to be able to reach it 
in a Courfe of Years. 

• In fhort, as wherever God is pleas'd to 
reveal his Glory, or to fix what is ufually 
ftiled the divine Shechinahy it is generally 
thought and believed, that there is Heaven ; 
it mail appear, I think, probable fronx the 
*: afore- 
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aforefaid Reafons, that there is ibme fuch 
Stafidard of Glory fome where placed on the 
Top of our Atmofphere, or at Ibme con- 
venient Diftance above the Eardi, which it 
is not needful for us to determine ; and that 
on the Right-Hand of this our Saviour fits 
inthron'd, and iflues forth his Orders among 
the Angels, having all Power both in Heaven 
and Earth committed to him. And in this 
Refpeft was the moft . holy Place, or the 
Part within the Veil in the jfewifh Taber-- 
nacle^ a proper Figure, as St. Paul obferves, 
of Heaven itfelf ; as it had in it, though hid 
and covered behind a Veil, fome Refem- 
blancc at leaft of this divine Shechindhj in 
the lucid Cloud that dwelt between the 
CherubimSy and to which the Pfalmiji plain- 
ly alludes in thefe Words of the eightieth: 
Pfalm, ^hou that dwelleji between the Cheru-- 
bimsyjhine forth. 

If itfhouldbe objeded to this, that the 
Air is the Habitation of Devils ^ not of An-^ 
gels ; it is very readily own'd, that the lower 
Regions are fo, the lower Atmofphere of 
Storms and Tempeft ; but not thofe purer 
Realnis at further Diftance, and to which . 
thofe fallen Spirits probably cannot rife. 
As for the prefent Invifibility of Scenes of 
this Kind, they that fuppofe the Air around 
us full of Spirits, are as much obliged to 

account 
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accxHint for this as I am : As are alio all 
that believe in the Dodrine of minijirir^ 
Angels. It b not indeed the meer Prefencc 
of Objedts that renders them vifible, unlefs 
the Organs of Vifion arc rightly difpos'd to 
diicern them; or God is pleas'd, as ex- 
prefs'd in the Scripture, to open our Eyes^ 
but which for feveral wife Reafons is at pre- 
fent but feldom the Cafe. When St. Ste^ 
pben^ as before obferv'd, faw the Heavens 
ependy it does not appear they were feen fo 
by any one elfe : Nor were the Horfcs and 
Cliariots of Fire furrounding EliJIoa^ though 
feen by the Prophet y difcern'd in die leafl: 
by bis Servant, till his Mafter had pray'd 
God would open his Eyes for that Purpofe. 
If there are any however to whom it gives 
any Uncafinefs to think of their having the 
angelical Heaven fo near them, let them fix. 
it wherever they pleafe : I am no way averfc 
to a moderate or credible Diftance, or fiich 
as Creatures may pafs in a moderate Portioa 
of Time. 

I muft own, faysCRiTo, the Journey, as 
you have (horten'd it, fits fo eafy on my 
Mind, that I have no Mind to find Fault 
with it. I am alfb pleas'd with the Com- 
pany you have brought fo near us, and to 
find the Atmofphere fo well inhabited : 

The 
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The higher Part of it, in my Opinion, is 
but a proper Check upon the lower. 

It is indeed, fays Philander, when one 
comes to think of it, but a kind of difmal 
Rcfledtion to think evil Angels fo near us/ 
and the good on the other Hand at fo great 
a Dijiance. I am as well as Crito fo pleas'd 
with their Neighbourhood, that the very 
Thought of it tempts me to become your 
Profelyte. 

I was a little afraid at our firft fetting 
out, fays Crito, we fhould have travell'd^ 
a great Way to Day to little Putpofe. I' 
had no great Hopes of finding Heaven by 
Sun-fet ; but by the Help of Theophilus we 
have found it a great deal fooner. The 
fourney is no fo long indeed as I fuppos'd ' 
It, but as it is however long enough to re- 
quire fome Reft,' I fhall propofe to defer thb- 
Solution of other Queries till we have an ' 
Opportunity of meeting again in the Af- ' 
ternoon. - 

1 have no Objeiftion to that, replies Phi* 
LANDER ; for though I am very far from' 
being tir'd with hearing, yet as it is very' 
poffible that ^heophilus may be fo with' 
Speaking, a little Relaxation may be very 
proper for him. 

I am glad to fijid, fays Theophilus^ 

ti^at you are come at laft to have fome Con- 

'^* '• fideration. 
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fideration. You have ftuck fo clofe to Crito^S 
foil Propofal, that you would have fufFer'di 
me to have gone on I know not how much 
longer, if I had not thought proper to ftop 
ofmyfelf. 

Indeed, fays Crito, I (hould hardly 
have ftopt you, till vou had got to the End 
of your Journey, had it been longer by 
much than it has been. 

DIALOGUE IV. 

THEY had no fooner retaken their 
Seats in the Afternoon, than Phi- 
lander began with obferving, that as 72?^- 
opbilus had introduced them in the Morn- ; 
ing into fo good a Neighbourhood, he 
fhould be glad for his Part to be better ac- \ 
quainted with it. Crito^ perhaps, fays he, . 
may be fomething impatient to know the- 
ijpbere of the other Seats of Happinefs s but* 
as he has fome Days to fpend with us ftill 
before he leaves us, there will be Time 
enough, I hope, to fettle thefe Things, and 
to fettle them without To much hurrying. 
I, want, methinks, to know more of thefe. 
Angels, than I find I have known of thena 
hitherto. 

Nor ihall my Impatience, fays Crito, 
be any Hindrance : I think we cannot fpend 

our 
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our Time much better, and am therefore 
as willing as you are to drop, at prefent, all 
other Enquiries. 

Let me then, fays Philander, premife 
in the firft Place, that I have no Objeftion 
at all to what T^eophilus faid in the 'Morn- 
ing. The more I think of it the more I 
like it : Nor does it appear on Review, to 
be other than highly probable. I had, in- 
deed, always conceived of Angels as further 
diftant, and as inhabiting Regions very re- 
mote from ours, where they had lived for 
Ages e*re our World was made,^ and before 
fo much as the Name of Man was ever 
heard of. I had all along trod in the old 
beaten Track, that they were the original 
Inhabitants of fome unknown Heaven } that 
one Part of them kept, and another Part 
of them loft their Integrity, and for fome 
Rebellion or other, were thruft down into 
other Regions; that Man was created to 
fill up their vacant Seats ; that the evil An- 
gels for this Reafon hated him, and accord- 
ingly fet themfelves to procure his Down- 
fal, in which they met but with too much 
Succefs ; that the good Part of them ftill 
enjoy their antient Manfion, but are never- 
thelefs employ 'd as miniftring Spirits here, 
which notwithftanding its Diftance from 
their natural Heaven, it has been generally 
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thought is to them but an eafy Journey* 
But when I confider them, on die other 
Hand, as the Inhabitants of this Earth 6 
Atmofphere, it feems in my Apprehenfi- 
on to fuppofe them created when we were^ 
or to have had at farthefl but a few Days 
flart of us s as I can hardly fuppofe them 
created, if made at firft to inhabit our At- 
mofphere, before the Atmofphere was made 
ready for them. 

If you goon, fays Theophilus, to make 
fuch Advances, you fcem to me in a very 
fair Way to become acquainted with your 
new Neighbourhood prefcntly. 

He wanted nothing elfe I fee, fays Cri- 
To, but only to have his Rcafon put in Ex- 
ercife : But however let him take care he 
does not give too much Head to it, left it 
lead him to call in queftion common No- 
tions before he is able to eftablifli better. 

A mofl excellent Hint, fays Philanpe"R ; 
1 know your Meaning; but muft confcfe 
myfelf fomething inclined to that Diforderr 

It is a Diforder, adds Theophilus, that 
but few Men die of, but to which thofe of 
inquifitive Minds are very liable. 

You may continue your Banter as long a$ 
you pleafe, fays Philander, buttheeom- 
nion Syftem of Angels I find will no longer 
go down with mc ; I am fo pleas'd with 

their 



their NeigUbourhood now; that I cannot 
part with them. 

They are indeed, faysTHEOPHiLUs, fucb 
a pleating Neighbourhood, that I fhould be 
very unwilling for my Part, I own, to part 
with them, and am glad to find you give 
them fb good a Welcome. 

I can hardly forbear, fays Philander, 
from claiming Kin with them* They feem 
to me but a Kind of elder Brothers, a Sort 
of Air-men a little above us. I fee methinks 
now what the Scripture means by faying, 
that Man was made but a little lower than 
the Angels^ in a very different Light than 
what I was us'd to fee it in. 

Why doubt we then, iays Theophilus, 
as a modern Foet has lately eacprcfs'd it, 
\Toung% Night thoughts. Night the 4th.] 

Why doubt we, then, the glorious Truth to fing, 
Tho' yet unfung, as deem*a perhaps too bold ? 
Angels are Men of a Superior Kind ; 
Angels are Men in lighter Habit dad. 
High o'er celeftial Mountains wing'd in Flight ; 
And Men are Angels, loaded for an Hour, 
Who wade this miry Vale, and climb widi Pain, 
And flipp'ry Step, the Bottom of the Steep. 

There are I own, fays Philander, fomc 
very fine Thoughts in that Poem^ nor is this 
in my Judgment one of the leaftof them. 
But CritOy I think, la^^s no Strcfs onpoetick 
Authority* 

Yes 
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Yes always, fays Crito, when it agrees' i 
Vith Reafon : In that Cafe Crito likes it a& • 
well as any, 

I did not quote it, fays Theophilus, 
with a Defign that you (hould either of you 
truft to it, or aflent to the Truth of it on 
this fole Authority; but becaufe it not only 
ferv'd to exprefs Philanders Sentiments, but 
ieems to me agreeable to Scripture. 

How ftrangely Light, fays Philander, 
breaks in, when one once gives way to it ! 
I can eafily now recoUeft at leaft feveral 
Paflages, which not only reprefent them as 
Men in Appearance, but even call them by 
that very Name. 

That may be only, fays Crito, becaufe 
they at that Time appeared fuch. 

It /^^jy ^^75 indeed, replies Philander, 
but 1 am at prefent too much in Love with 
this Idea, to be prevailed on to part with it 
for a fimple may be. It has been generally 
given as a Rule for interpreting Scripture, 
that we fliould not depart from the Letter 
without Neceffity : And if it is fo much 
Pity, as you obferv'd but laft Night, that 
we have not clearer Ideas of thefe Things 
than we commonly have^ it mnft furcly be 
Folly to part with a fcriptural Idea, for the 
Sakeofa Worfe, or perhaps none at all in 
Return fpr it. 

lam 
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I am anfwerd, fays Crito, enjoy your 
Idea and welcome : It would I confefs be 
a foolifli Proceeding, to rejedl an Idea, that' 
feems at lead favour d in Scripture, without 
a better to put in the Room of it, I am . 
perhaps more a Friend to the Scheme than 
you imagine ; but as the common Scheme 
of their Fall is hereby fet afide, what Ac- 
count on this Scheme fliall we give of that ? 

As the common Scheme, fays Philan- 
der, feems entirely built on ConjeSlure^ why 
may not another conjedural Scheme do 
juft as well ? And as we may fuppofe them 
to fall upon one Scheme as well as another, 
it is but fuppofing that to have happened 
later ^ which is fuppos'd in the other to have 
hzp^tn 6, fooner ', and then, fetting afide the 
conje<Stural Motive for Man's Creation, and^ 
the as much conjeftural Motive for their 
jfeducing him, there is no more Difficulty 
in accounting for their Fall on this Scheme, 
than there is on that which fuppofes their 
Pre^exiftence^ and for which there is not in 
my Mind the leaft folid Proof. 

I rather think, fays Theophilus, there 
is Proof againft it, and that we may account 
for their Fall on the prefent Scheme better 
than any, if we will but attend to the Light 
of the facred Writings. 

Will the facred Writings, lays Crito, 
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guide us here too ? What a Pity it is they, 
are not more regarded! I am more a 
Stranger I find to their Contents than what 
I imagin'd. 

They are indeed, replies Theophilus, 
fuch a Store-houfe of ufeful Knowledge, 
that it is perhaps impoflible to over-value 
them. 

I am ferry methinks, fays Philander, 
to interrupt you ; but give me leave to aflc 
you while I think of it, how you, who 
profefs to admire the Scriptures fo much, 
can yet difregard them fo much as you do 
in fome Points of Philofopby ? 

The anfwer to this, fays Theophilus, is 
very eafy. As it is not the Intent of the 
Scripture to teach xx^Philofophy^ they are for 
the moft Part adapted in that to the com- 
mon Opinioriy and had they philofophiz'd 
otherwife, had been rejected perhaps for 
that Reafon : But with regard to "Theology 
the Cafe is different ; to inftru6t us in this 
is their profefs'd Defign^ and in this there- 
fore we ought to adhere, and adhere to 
them cloiely- It was the antient Opinion 
the World had no more than three Parts, 
and that Europe^ AJky and j^rica^ made' 
the 'whole of it, nor were even thefe then 
known in their full Dimenfions ; yet the 
$criptures fpeaks according to this Opinion, 
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as it is but reafonable to conceivd itihoulcl 
do, and (bough careful enough to re-^ 
veal a future World to us, leaves us to 
find out this as we can by our own Dif** 
coveries. You believe I dare fay, that there 
Is fuch a Place as Antericay but may as foon 
find a World in the Moon, as that new 
found out World in the Scriptures^ and in 
the Opinion of fome indeed a great deal 
fooner ; as a Plurality of Worlds is what 
fome think may be found in them, though 
no Account of that large Part q£ this. 

I like your Anfwer fo well, replies Phi^ 
LANDER, that I am not forry now that I 
interrupted you. It is I fee the chief End 
of the Scriptures to teach us Divinity ^ and 
to make us good Chrijiians rather than good 
PhilofopherSj which they leave to our own 
Speculations.T. — !**But you were going to 
give an Account * of /i6^ Fall of the Angels. 

Or rather to Ihew you, fays Theophi-^ 
Lus, the Account the Scriptures gives -of it, 
which is all that it is poflible for us to know^ 
of it. As the common Scheme, as you 
have juft pbferv'd, has no good Proof firom: 
Scripture to Support it, we are therefore 
under no Otdigation to receive it as Part, of 
our Creed. Fpr as to Satan's falling from 
Heaven in the Time o£ our Saviour like 
Lightningi oi' the War : between Mi{:baH. 
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and Him in the Book of the Apocalypfe^ as 
whatever be the Meaning of thefe, they can 
by no means relate to theii firft and origi- 
nal Fall, but rather to fome further Dimi- 
nution of their Power fome Ages after it, 
they are therefore no Proof in the leaft of 
common Account of their Warring in Hea- 
ven before our World was formed ; which 
is! not only an Account no way favoured in 
Scripture, but inconliflent with feveral Parts 
of it. For if they were caji down^ as St. 
Pet^r fays, into the lower Air^ [See Whitby 
on 2 Tet. ii. 4.] it could not be till this 
World was created. And had they finn'd 
before in any other State, why Ihould the 
Air near this Earth be their Prifon ? Why 
was the Enemy let into Paradife^ if his 
A(^ons had declared him before-hand to be 
fuch ? And which is an Argument I own 
of no finall Weight with me, why fhould 
they be referv'd to the fame Timeof Judg- 
xxxent with usy if they fall, as fome fuppofe, 
fo long before us ? Does ihis look as if An- 
gels beloqg'd to a prior Creation? Or does 
it not rather imply that they belong to ours ? 
Mofes does not mention them indeed ex- 
prifsly \ but he mentions the Heavens ^ and 
the Earthy and all the Hoji of themj under 
which Angels may be fairly included : And 
diQugh he does not fix die Day of their 
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Creation, we may yet conclude it was one 
of the fix, and as fome conceive the Morn- 
ing of the Firft, from their being filled in 
the Book of Job the Morning Stars. But 
be this as it will, it muft be moft agreeable 
both to Reaibn and Scripture, to think that 
the Inhabitants of the Heavens were not 
created till the Heavens themfelves were : 
And confequently not till that Beginninj 
of Things which Mofes fpeaks of, and whicl 
he clofes with the following Account, that 
God f aw every ^bing that he had madcy and 
Jfeholdy it was very good. 

There were fome of the Angels how- 
ever, as St, Jude expreffes it, that kept not 
their firft E/iate any more than Man did. 
St. John fpeaking of their Chief exprefsly 
tells us, that he finned jrom the Beginning. 
Nor will it be difficult, I imagine to find 
what this Sin was, if we will but attend to 
the Words of our Saviour, as the fame St. 
yohn has tranfmitted them to us. \^ohnvvi\. 
44.] He was a Murderer ^ fays our Lord, 
from the Beginnings and abode not in the 
I'ruthy becaufe there is no Truth in him. When 
hefpeaketh a Lie, he fpeaketh of his own : For 
he is a Liar^ and the Father of it. Thefe 
Words feem to glance fo plainly at Man's 
Seduction, that one can fcarce help con- 
cluding, but that our Lord intended hereby 
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to inftruiSt iis, that this was the very OfFenctf 
which firft degraded him, and from an An- 
gel of Light turn'd him into 2tn Angel of 
Darknefs J An Offence indeed of a moft 
heinous Nature, and fuch as aim'd at de- 
ftroying. th^ whole Worid of Men , 

He was a Murderer from the Beginning, 
a Man-^Jlayer^ as the original Word lignifiesj 
fLiA that as it may be faid, from his very 
Beginnings for he abode not in the Truths he 
return d his Integrity but a little While, be^ 
taufe there is no Jruth^ no triie Love or Af- 
fc(Sion to it in him. But tjohen befpeaketh a 
X/V, he fpeahth of his owny he adls but in 
Chara<9:er, and like What he is : For he is a 
Liary and the Father of it. And what's the 
jfirft Lie that we read of, but the Lie that 
the Devil told Eve f A Lie as big with In- 
gratitude to God his Maker, as ii was with 
Bnvy and. Malice to Man. Te Jhall not 
fi&efy diey filys he, for God knows that in the 
Day ih^iye eat of it y your E^s Jhall be ipend: 
aitd ye Jhall be (is God's knowing Good and 
Evil. Rather than fail of feducing Man, 
he does not fcruple moft abominably to af-, 
perfe even God himfelf. God has told you, 
iky 8 he, a Falfhood. Te Jhall not furely die. 
There is nothing of Death in tnis Tree \ 
^nd that God knows : Nor dues he forbid 
it out of any Good-will to you \ butbecaufe 
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he is defirous to keep you in Ignorance, 
and would not have you fb wife, as he 
knows this Tree will make you. 

What could move him to zA fuch a 
Part may be hard to fay ; whether he look'd 
on Man's Happinefs with an Evil Eye, and 
thought he flood too high in the Creator's 
Favour ; or whether he thought it too mean 
an Employment for Spirits of Heaven to be 
miniftring Spirits to Men madeofJE^/r/^ j 
which of thefe was his Motive is what wc 
can only conjedture, as the Scripture has not 
thought proper to give us a fuller Account 
of it. This however is certain, that the 
Murderer's Adt was committed, and the 
devilifh Scheme was contrived^ purfued,and 
executed, and which of it was not ih^jirji 
Sin he was guilty of, is however the Jir/l 
that we know of, or of which we have any 
Account in the Scripture. And if his firft 
Sin was Man-killing and FalJ/^oody as thq 
Words of our Lord feeni to intimate, and 
he declin'd from the Truth as it were from 
the very Beginnings at what Period of Time 
can we bettqr fix his Fall than that now 
mention'd ? We read nothing in fhort of 
his deceiving any other World, or of any 
other Works of the Devil that our Saviout 
was fent to deflroy, but what are all con- 
fined to the World in which we live. Nor 
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can we any Way better account for his be- 
ing ftiled as he is the old Serpent j than by 
fujpofing that Name to refer to what he 
then aded under that Form. 

If it fhould be objeftedtothis, that if the 
Devil had not been wicked beforey he would 
hardly have told fuch an abominable mur- 
derous Lie, or had fuch hurtful Defigns in 
his Head ; I fhall only obferve, that it may 
as well be objedled, that if Eve had not 
been wicked before^ (he would not have 
believed him, or have heard him ipeak {o 
wickedly of God* Nor will removing the 
Scene at all help us to clear up the Diffi- 
culty, which will ftill remain after all as 
great as ever \ as fuppofe him to fall when 
we will, the Queftion will ftill return, what 
could move, or excite him to do fo ? Nor 
will the fuppofing it J^efore our Creation 
make us ever the lefs^ but rather more at a 
Lofs to account for it. 

I have nothing now to add but this Pro- 
pofal, that as I have attended Fhilander to 
Day, I fhallexpeft him and Crito^ if thought 
proper, to attend upon me to Morrow, and 
to come, if it fuits them, fome Time before 
Dinner,, that we may have the more Time 
to purfue our Enquiries. 
. I believe we fhall both, fays Philander, 
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accept your Propofal, nor do I dcfire, for^ 
my Part, a more pleafant Talk. 

DIALOGUE V, 

AS the Houfe of iToeophilus was not 
much above half a Mile diftant from 
that of Phthnder^ the two Friends having 
breakfafted, fet out to walk to it. The 
Way was for the moft Part agreeably fhad- 
ed with lofty Trees, and the Time fo agree- 
ably pafled in reciting the Light which they 
had gain'd already, and were yet likely to 
gain from a Converfation fo inftrudtive, 
that they found themfelves at the Door of 
the Houfe before they were well aware of 
it : Into which being welcomed by Theq- 
PHiLUS, he conduced them into his Study, 
where they found a Collection of well chofen 
Books, and which he'fhould chufe, hefaid, 
for the Place of their Morning Conference, 
though he had alfo an Arbour in the Gar- 
den, which if they liked better fhould beat 
their Service ; but which he imagined wou*d 
fuit them beft in the Afternoon, as it was 
ratheV too much expos'd to the Rays of the 
Morning Sun. 

I am very ready, fays Philander, to 
agree to any Thing. 

And a Change of Scene, fays Crito, is 
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fomctimcs ufeful, and helps to give an ad- 
ditional Pleafure, and therefore what if we 
now change the SuhjeSl as well as the Scene, 
and fet out without further Delay for the 
Country of Souk f 

You had better perhaps, fays Philan- 
der, enquire the Way firft. It is not good 
to fet out in a Hurry one knows not whi- 
ther. 

You are very right there Philander in- 
deed, fays Crito, I was eagerly running 
into the very Error, that it was but Yefter- 
day I was blaming you for. 

It jQhews, fays Philander, I have not 
forgot your Inftruftions : And that they 
tavc not been altogether thrown away up- 
on me. I have however one Queftion to 
afk, that I want an Anfwer to, with regard 
to what has been difcufs'd already. If you 
remember, fays he, turning to u^eopbilus^ 
you reprefented the Angels that finn'd, as 
cajl dawn for their Sin into the lower j^iir: 
whereas the Words of the Text as they 
j;tin in wr T^rdnjlatiohy are that God caft 
thefe finning Angels down to HelU (^nd de*- 
liver d them into Chains of Darknefs^ tdbere^ 
fervd unto judgment. 

Jt is indeed rendered fo, fays Theophi-^ 
Lus, in our Tran/lation\ but which is fuffi- 
gient without going further to* ifhew it a 
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bad one in this Cafey what Senfe can you 
make of cajling them down to Hell^ and de- 
livering them into Chains to be refervd to 
Judgment? Are they referv'd for any thing 
worfe than Hell at Judgment ? \s not that 
the Place they fball be then adjudged to ? 
And therefore not the Place they are re- 
ferv'd in //// then f How will you reconcile 
this with the Prince of the Power of the Air ? 
Qr withjpiritual Wickednefs^ or as the Mar-^ 
gin reads it, wicked Spirits in heavenly Places ? 
in (hort the Word here rendered ca/l them 
down to Helly and in which is no where 
found befides in all the Scriptures, means 
according to fome, no more than cajling 
down : And even thofe that render it cajling 
down to TartaruSy do yet in general under- 
fland the fame by it, making Tartarus only 
the lower Part of any Thing, whether of 
Earthy or Watery or as here of Airy and 
which is perhaps, the only Way of Under-, 
ftanding it, to make it Confonant with 
other Paflages. 

As your's is anfwer'd Philander y fays Cri- 
TO, let me now afk a Queftion in my Turn, 
which your Queftion has put me in mind 
of: And that is, What is meant by deliver- 
ing them into Chains of Darknefs f If they 
enjoy as much of the Light of the San as 
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we do, how are they under Dcirknefs any 
more than we are ? 

To this it may be anfwer'd, fays Theo- 
PHiLUs, that by Chains of Darknefs may be 
only meant their being kept in a difconfo- 
late State of Exiftence, void of any Light 
of Hope, or Beams of Comfort, which is 
often the Meaning of being in Darknefs in 
Scripture, ind which may be occafion'd 
partly by their own Reflections, and partly 
perhaps by thofe various, and fometimes 
very violent Commotions to which their 
prefent Habitation is liable. To which 
may alfo be added, that it does not ktm 
very improbable, but that their Natures 
may be fuch as may render the Light un- 
cafy to them, which may lead them to 
fliun it as much as they can, and covet 
Darknefs : Or that they may be otherwife 
prohibited from too free Excurfions into it, 
by certain Laws enaded for that Purpofe, 
and which for fear of worfe they dare not 
difobey. 

You have given in my Mind, fays Cri- 
To, a very good Senfc of it; nor is it per- 
haps poflible for us at prefent to find a bet- 
ter. But let us now, if you pleafe, go in 

queft of the Seats of Souls, which you, I 
prefume, have found fome other Place for, 
though I fhould place them in thofe found 
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already, the good with the good, and the 
bad with the Angels that finn'd, norfhould 
I have any Thoughts but for you of looking 
farther. 

I was alfo once, fays Theophilus of 
that Opinion till the facred Writings obliged 
me to quit it. I thought at firfl indeed, as 
perhaps is the Cafe of moft, that Souls 
went either to Heaven or to Hell immedi- 
ately : And was long afraid to difpofe of 
them any otherwife for fear of eftablifhing 
a popijh Purgatory y But when I came to 
look for . Proofs of this from Scripture ; I 
found myfelf ftrangely at a^Lofs; tolind any, . 
but what on a clofe Infpedtion feem'd to be 
inclufive, and to agree but ill, as commonly 
underftood, with much more numerous Paff- 
ages brought againft them. 

If we are to be governed by Numbers^ I 
doubt, fays Philander, in this Cafe, we 
muft conclude againft any feparate State at 
all, that will admit of any DcgrccofSen/iiil/" 
ty. I have all along till now indeed, thought 
the contrary ; but reading this Morning in 
the Ninth of Jchnj where our Saviour re- 
prefents Death as a Night in which no Man 
can worky it immediately brought to my 
Mind a great Number of Paflages, that de- 
fcribed t,he State of Death, as a State of 
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Bilmce^ a State of Sleeps and Ceilatioil from 
A&ion. 

It is fo, fays Crito, no doubt with re* 
gard to the Body : but it does not follow 
from hence, it is fo with regard to the SauL 

That I know, fays Philander, is the 
common Anfwer, and I have been ufed to 
be fatisfy'd with it 5 but if the Scripture 
Expreffions mean no more than this, that 
Carc^Jfes cannot aSi^ they mean but little^ 
nor is it much for their Credit to give us 
fuch needlefs Inftruftions. 

They may alfo mean, fays Theophilus, 
that Souls cannot aSl m ^vifible Manner as 
they did in this World, 

And they may alfo mean, fays Philan- 
der, more than this. 

It is true, fays Theophilus, they mean 
more : But you'll find I believe but very 
few that think fo. 

As to that, fays Philander, let every 
one think as he pleafes : I am not con- 
cerned about what is the common Belief] but 
what is really the DoBrine of Scripture. 

The Scripture, fays Crito, is fo plain in 
this Cafe, that it is wrong to interrupt us 
with thefe needlefs Queries, when we were 
juft fetting out on our Journey. 

Is it then right, fays Philander, to fet 
out in Search of a Country, without being 
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fatisfy*d firft with regard to its real Ex- 
iftence ? 

The Souls of the Dead, fays Crito, 
muft ht fomewhere. 

But \i' thzt fomewherey fays Philander, 
is a Land of Silence and infenftbilityy it is 
hardly wordi our while to go in queft of it. 

It is very true indeed, rejoins Theophi- 
Lus, if that be the Cafe it is not worth our 
Labour. But this is a Query I did not ex- 
pe6t in our Company. 

Nor did I, fays Philander, intend to 
have troubled you with it, but for the Caufe 
I have juft been relating; and which has 
made I own, fuch a fuddcn andftrong Im- 
preffion, as to make me an almoftii^;^^-. 
iieous Profelytej to what I had always ac- 
counted before as a grotmdlefs Opinion* 

And are you then really come over, iays 
Critq, to this Opinion ? There are agteat 
many Scriptures I know ^ztfem to favour 
it; but I always thought you more of a 
Philofophery, than to give way to the flcepy 
Idea oijkeping Souls. 

I muft confefs, fays Philander, that 
with regard to that Part of Phihfophyy 1 al- 
ways look'd on it as a very dark ojie^ nor 
did I ever build greatly upon it. I had 
rather in this Cafe, truft to a T^ext of Scrip- 
ture than to any Philofopher hov^ great fo- 
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ever. As you however pretend to Philolb- 
phy more than I do, let me crave your So- 
lution of the following Queftion. Our 
Lord, in the Paflage I have juft referred to,, 
had a Man before him that was Blind from 
his Birth : Can you tell me the natural Caufcr 
of that Man's Blindnefs ? 

It was no doubt owing, fays Crito, 
cither to fome DefeSt^ or fome ObJlruSiion 
in the Optiqk Syfiem, 

And is that enough, fays Philander, to 
make a Man Blind all his Life-time ? 

Do you doubt it, fays Crito, can any 
Man fee without Eyes? Or without Eyes 
that are rightly difpos'd for it ? 
. I know, fays Philander, the Living 
have need of thefe Things. But what fays 
Philofophy here with regard to the Dead? 

As thefe Defefts, fays Crito, are oijly 
in the outward Shell of us, the Tlyfician 
Z)^^/i^ immediately removes them, andleaves 
the inner Vehicle free From all of them. 

A rare Ph^cian truely, replies Philan- 
i3£r! If Doctor jD^^/^ can really perform 
all tbi$ for us, we fhall have little need of 
podtor ReftirreSiion. And yet we com-, 
mqnly look on this DoElor of yours as an 
Enemy ^ nor do the facred Writers reprefent 
him otherwife. But why do 1 call k Death? 
We do not die ( we rather fiih to higher 

Life 
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Life than ever ! we are Gods that cannot 
die, and that call'd Deaths is but removing 
the Veil frorii our Eyes to let us fee fo ! 
Oh ! Fruit to be defired to m^Jcc one ijuije ! 
how haft thou open d' our EyeSj and made us 
as Gods indeed ! Tejhall notfurely die. No, 
no, we cannot. Hail great Philofbphy! 
God fays we fliall die ! But true Philofopby 
knows better Things. 

You run away with Things ftrangely, 
fays Crito. Philofophy does not teaoi 
wc fliall not die ; it only teaches we fliall 
not die totally ^ but reprefents the Body as 
dying as muqh as you do. 

I know it very well, replies Philander, 
that this is what Pbilofopfy CdXk (fying. But 
what is this ? A Death to be wijh'dj not 
dreaded. It is but like knocking ofFthe 
Prifoner's Fitters^ and fetting the before 
iniprtfon'd Soul at Liberty. Inftead oifall-^ 
ing ajkep^ it is rather awaking from it : And 
inftead of laying down Life is rather taking 
it up much more perfeSlly. The heathea 
Philqfopher may (^aU this Deaths but it 
neither feems to agree with Death as ^- 
JcriUd in Scripture^ nor to correfpond with 
the natural Notims all Men have of it, when 
apply 'd to any thing elfe befides ourfehts. 
It is an apoftolical Caution, St. Faul^ IthinJ^ 
r.. E gire.s 
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gkes the €^!offiam to beware left any Man 
fpoiVd them through Philofophy. 

I am apt t© thinky fays Theophilus> 
(hearing the Clock flrike two^) thtt we 
muft fet afide our intended Journey at leaft 
for this Time > the Time at prefent calls us 
Ho^ take another^ in which I hope we (haB 
«ieet with i^o Ohftruidions y nor fhould the 
prefent Qgery indeed* be atecounted as fuch,. 
)f it leads, as it pojflibly iMyV to the Land 
pf Truth. 

That's the Light, fays Philander^ I 
look oa i( m I srmre you, and think I haver 
better than Plato % Authority for kr 

And perhaps better than hii may be 
found too, faysCRiTO, againft it : Though 
if it leads to Truth I ihall not be difpleas'd 
with it, let it lead me what Way it wiU# 
I defire at leaft to lye open an^firee to Con-* 
virion, and not to err aiways, becaufel 
may Chance to err noao. 

And it is a Temper^ %9 Theofhilus^ 
I hope I fhall always cultivate^ to have 
more Regard in all Cafes of this kind to 
£ind the Truth, than to any other Confide^ 
ration whatever. But let us now, if you 
pleafty think of taking a little Refre(h« 
mcnt. 
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DIALOGUE VI. 

AS the Afternoon was unexpectedly 
rainy, having fat fome imall Time 
after Dinner, they returned agaiii into the 
Study, when Crito began' with obferving, 
that though there were many things that 
might be urged from Thihfopby againft 
Philanders unphilofophical Notions, it coidd 
fignify little to urge them to one that look'd 
on Philoibphy in that Light he did, and 
had as good as declared that he would not 
admit of its Teitimohy, 

In an Matters, fays Philander, meerly 
philofophical, and in which we can meet 
with no better Afliflance, I am as wiUing 
to philofbphize ais any other : But as this is 
not the Cafe with regard to theprefeht 
Query, I muft beg the Lady "Pbih^bfhet^^ 
Pardon, if I appeal from her to the Lady 
^theohgy. 

There indeed, fays Theophllus, I think 
you are right, and have given the Prefe-s^ 
rence where it deferves. But what if the 
La^ you have chofe for your UiTsr/zW £hauld 
give it agat7i/i you I 

Then, fays Philander, Til give up die 
Queftion, with free Leave to refume your 
dark Journey as foon as you pleafe. 

£ 2 And 
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And if it appears^ fays Crito, that flie 
gives it for you, you (hall have cur free 
Pardon for your interrupting us, and our 

Thanks foriyoar fetting us right. Bat 

call thcijL^rf); in; and let us hear her. 
. She? is hcrci fays Philaj*deb, already, 
(feeinga*Bible that lay on the Table,) and 
firft by way of befpcakiiig your Patience, 
defires you to hear m'Joby the moft antient 
Book) as-it's thcteght in all the Scriptures* 
jljob iii. II, S?^.] Wb^ died I not from the 
Womb? Why diU. I not. give up the Gh6fi ixhen 
I came out of the Belly f Why did the Kneei 
prevent me ? Or why the Brea/ls that Ifloould 
Jiickf For nofW'iJhotdd I have lien Jit 11 ^ And 
been qidet^ 'Ifl^otddhanjejleft ; then bad I been 
at Rejt', with 'Kir^s. ana Counfellors of the 
Earthy wHcb built, defolate Places for them-- 
felves: f)r with Princes that hadGold^ who, 
JUledi^^r^ IJoufes with Silver : Or as an bid-- 
den mtimely^ Birth I had not been ; as Infants 
which never faw Light. There the .Wicked 
eeafefrom troubling: And there the Weary be 
at Rejl. . ^here : tf^e. Prifoners rejl together y 
tbef beat not the [Voice of -the Otprefjiur: 7b^ 
Small 'Jind Great are there, ana the Servant is 
free from his Mafter. Aod to the fame 
Piirpqfe do we find him declaring feme 
Time after, [Chap. x. 18^ &c.'] Wberefbre 
bafi thou brought tne forth out ^f the JVomb? 
i-i:. " Ob 
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Ob that I bad given up the Gbojl^ and no Eye 
badj^n me I I Jbculd have been as though I 
bad not been^ Ijhoidd have been canied from 
the Womb to the Grave, ^re not my Days 
faw? Ceafe tben^ and let jne a lone j that If nay 
take Comfort a little : Before I go whena I 
Jhall not return^ ev^totheLafjd of Darknefs^ 
and the Shadow <f Death ; a hand of Dark-- 
nefs^ as Darknefs itfelfj and of the Sbadao of 
Deaths without anj^ Order ^ and ivbcre the 
Ught is as Darknefs. And again, [Chap. 
»v. 7, Gfr.] T'here is Hope ofaTree.ifit be 
tut down^ that it willjprout agaifh and that 
the tender Branch thereof will not ceafe. TTjo 
the Root thereof wax old in the ^Earth^ and the 
Stock thereof die in the Ground: Yet through 
the Scent if Water itwillbud^ and bringfortb 
Boughs like a Plant. But Man diethj ajj^ 
wafleth a'way : Tea Man givcth up the Ghoji^ 
and where is He ? As the Waters fail from the 
Sea J and the Flood Jecayeth anddriefh up : S9 
Man lieth down^ and rifetb nct^ till the Hea-- 
vens be. no morey they Jkall not a^sake^ nor be 

naifed cut of their Sleep. His Sotis come to 

TSbnouTy [Ver. 21.] arui he knc-^eth it not ; 
andjbey are brought low^ but be perceiieth it 
not of them. 

But ihefe it will be (aid perhaps were an- 
tient Times, and when Men had not die 
Light of the Scriptures to guide thctn. Let 

E 3 us 
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US therefore come down from thefe to the 
Times of Davids and fee what were Men's 
Sentiments of Death in that Age. And 
here we find the holy Pfalmift intreating, 
[Pf. vi. 4, 5.] RettftTiy O Lordy deliver my 
Soul : Ohfave mejbf thy Mercies Sake. For 
in Death there is no Ketmmhrance of thee : In 
the Grave who Jhall give thee Thanks ? [Hi 
XXX. 9.] ff^t profit is there in my Blood 
when I go down to the Pit? Shall the Dt^ 
fraife thee? Shall it declare thy Truth? [Pf* 
Ixxxviii. 10, iii 12.] Wilt thou Jloew Won^* 
dersy to the Dead ? Shall t/je Dead arife and 
praife thee? Shall thy loving Kindnefs be ^/f*- 
clof^d in the Grave ? Or t^ Faithfulnefs in 
DeJlruSiion ? Shall thy Wonders be known in 
the Dark ? And thy Righteoufnefs in the Land 
of Forgetfulnefs? [Pf Ixxxix. 48.] What 
Man is he that liveth, and Jhall not fee Death? 
Shall he deliver bis Soul from the Hand of the 
Grave. [Pf cxv. 17.] The Dead praife not 
the Lordy neither any that go down into Silence. 
And again, [Pf cxlvi. 3, 4.] Put not your 
Trufl in Princes y nor in the Son of Many in 
whom there is no Help. His Breath goetb 
forth y be returneth to bis Earth r In that wry 
Day his Thoughts perijh. 

And if from the Times of David we go 
on to thofe of S^lomony we fhall find the 
iamd Notion continued. For the Livingy 

fays 
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Tafs Solomon [Ecclef. ix. 5f 6.] kntrw that 
tbey jhall die : But the Dead know not eny 
ibing ; mither Jwoe they am more a Rewardy 
frr the Memory of tjxm ts forgotten. Aljo 
jtbeir Losx^ and their Hatred^ and their Etrvy 
js now perijhedy neither have they any more a 
Portion for ever in any thing that is done under 
itbe Sun. And again, [Ver. lo.] JV}}ateve7^ 
jby Handfndeth to doy do it *with thy Mighty 
fw there h no Worky nor Device y nor lOiow- 
kd^ey nor Wifdom in the 'Grave lafiither tkou 
JS^fi. And much the fame AccQ«nt do we 
find gwen by Hezekidh fbn[^ Ages aftecr- 
wards, jflfaiahxxxviii. 18.] The Grave (an^ 
tnot praife theey Death cannot celebrate thee : 
Ihy that go down to the Fit jcannot hope for 
fSby Truth. And if we^omedown yet lower 
!to the apocryphal WriterSy we fliall find their 
:Se{itimencs the veryffame, as to indance in 
•one deeOfi'd rfie bcft of them aD, the Son of 
.'£lrach, jjiccluf. xvii. 27.] nK)ho JloaU praife 
i&e mo/l High in the Gravey infead of them 
'Vhich hive and give Thanks ? Thofiijgiving 
perijheth from the Dead as from one that is 
fua: The Living ^and Sound in Heart Jhatt 
praife the LorJ. 

It mufl: appear, I thinic, from fheie and 
ilich like PaUages, that the mod obvious 
idea of E>eath tbefe Words convey to us, is 
-iS^t.of ^ State of infenfible Sleep, utterly 

£ 4 wid 
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void of all Knowledge whatever, or any 
Capacity for Work of any Kind. Nor is 
there the leaft Intimation that is confin'd to 
the Bod^i or that the Reverfe of this is true 
oi any Part of us, which if really the Cafe, 
one would think, fhould be fomewherc 
told us, inftead of that which we all know 
already, and (hould have known as well 
without their Help as with it. It is, indeed, 
fo much debafing the Dignity of the facred' 
Writers, either to reprefent them as giving 
us fuch mean and triflings or as view'd in 
this Light, fallacious InjlruSlions^ that we 
may almoft As well own at onee, that we do 
not believe them, as to give them the Lie 
by fuch pitiful Interpretations. 

The OldTeJiament Writers^ T readily grant 
you, fays Crito, ipeak on this Head but 
very obfcurely, and as if they were utterly 
ignorant of that Immortality^ which has been 
lince brought to Light by the Gofpel. 

The Old ^efiament Writers^ I am apt to 
believe, fays Philander, will give you but 
little Thanks for this Concejjion : Nor will, 
the Lady Theology be over-pleas'd with you 
for fetting Fhilcjophy fo much abov<i her. 
The poor ignorant Prophets knt\w yon think 
no better, than that Death would reduce 
lis to quite an infenfible State: But the 
more wife Pkilofophers could fee the Con- 
trary, 
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trary, and could inftrudl their Votaries to 
look on Death as Miltoris Serpent drcft it 
up to Eve. [Paradi/e Lojl^ Book IX, J 

So Ihall ye die perhaps, by putting off 
Human to put on Gods, Death to be wifht, 

And yet thefe very Prophets^ you think 
fo ignorant^ feem to have knovsrn of a Rc- 
furredtion to Immortalttyy and which feems 
indeed the only Scripture Senfe of it, 
(though a fenfe Philofophy could never hit 
on,) in which we as Sinners are taught to 
expedl it : And are fo far from fpeaking of 
Death, as you charge them, fo very ob- 
fcurely, that I think I have fliewn they 
Ipeak of it very plainly. 

Imuftconfefs, favs Theophilus, with 
regard to this Point, that Philander feems 
to have rather the upper Hand of us : And 
that if he goes on to acquit himfelf as he has 
done hitherto, I fliall more than fufpedt 
that Philofophy here has deceiv'd us. 

And had you not better do that, fays 
Philander, than tax the Scriptures with 
either giving us needlefs^ or very impcrfeSl 
Defcriptions, and fuch as are no way be- 
coming the Source from which they Spring? 

You begin, fays Theophilus, to prefs 
very hard on us ; nor am I very well able 

at prefent to find you an Anfwer. And 

there- 



therefore now, / if you pleafe, go on wiA 
;your further Evidence. 

I goon then next, fays P«iLAti2)ER» to 
our Lord himfelf, tliat great Light of fie 
JVorldj that far greater than all the Pbilofth 
' pberSy and who in his plaineft Difcourfes 
fpeafcs of the State of Death as a State of 
v^ry little^ or no Significance, pafling it over 
in Silence as of no Importance., and leading 
our Thoughts jdiredly to the Refiirredlionv 
For this:^ fays he, [John vi. 39, 40.] is the 
Fathers Will that fent me^ that of all wbidy 
he bath given me^ I Jloould lofe nothings but 
Jhould raife it up again ^at fbe laji Day^ And 
this is the Will that Jent mcy that every me 
which feeth the Sony and believeth on himy may 
Ixive everlafting Life : A^id Twill raife him 
tip at tfje laji Day. And again, [ Ver. 44.} ^^ 
No , Man tan come to mey except the Father 
which hath fent me draw him : And I wSl 
raife him up at the laji Day. 

Is this fpcaking like one that vi^as fent t^ 
corroborate Plato: Or the common xt-- 
ctivd Opinion of Immorality? Or not ra- 
ther like one fent to teach us a different 
Doftrine : And fuch as ftands on a different 
Foundation? 

Nor need we wonder the Night of Death 
ihould be thus pafied ovei;, it being ^ Nighty 
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a6 this Teacher defines it, when no Man can 
ivork. 

Agreeable to this, do we find his Ac- 
count of the Death of LazaruSy as prcfcrv'd 
by the Evangelift John in his xith Chapter^ 
where his Death is all along reprefentcd as 
a Sleeps and his Return to Life as an aiicik-- 
ening out of it : Nor is there the leaft I nti- 
mation of any thing feen in the Interlmy 
though he had been dead for the Space of 
fmr Days. And when he fcts himlclf to 
comfort his ApoJileSy in the xivth Chapter, 
on account of his being fhortly to be taken 
from them, it is from this Confidcration he 
derives their Comfort, and not from that of 
any previous Happinefs, that he would take 
to bimfelfat the T'ime of his coming again. 

In that moft excellent Sermon of his, 
which he made on the Mounts he intro- 
duces the Day oi Judgment in fuch a Man- 
ner, [Matt. \'\u 22.] as not only plainly 
fecms to exclude all pnor Judgment, bat 
znyfenfible feparate State whatever. Vv hen 
he exhorts us rather to fuffer the Lofs of 
Life, than to feek to preferve it by any un- 
chriftian Compliance, he immediately Irxka 
it by this veiy Motive, \^Matt. xvii. 27. i that 
the Son qfManJ/:a/l come in the Glory : /' Ijis 
Father with his Angels^ andJJmll fhrn reward 
every Man according to his Works. Nor Jf » 

V '5 
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WB anywhere find him promifing atiy Re- 
cbmpenfe, during all the whole Courfe of 
his Miniftry here on Earth> even to fiich 
Virtues as moft adorn the Chriftian Cha- 
rad:er, till as he exprefles it [Luke xiv. 14.} 
af the RefurreSiim of the Jujl : or as it is 
ellewherc exprefs'd, [Mat. xix. 28.] in the 
RegeneratioHy when he (hall^V on the T'hrone 
of his Glory. I could with a great dealof 
Eafe refer you to other Paflages, that run 
all in the felf-fiime Strain with thefe now 
mentioned : but as thefe are fufficient to give 
us a Tafte of his Teaching, it may be bet- 
ter at prefent for Brevity fake to omit tliem, - 

You have given us, fays Crito, an Ab* 
ftradt indeed of his Teaching j but fuch as 
appears to me a very partial one, and to lie 
open to feveral Objedtions. 

I am not infeniible, replies Philander^ 
but that there are fome few Faffages com-» 
monly urged on your Side, as well from 
bimy as fome of his Apojlles: nor had I 
any Defign in the leaft of palling over them; 
but only of collefting together the Evidence 
firft on one Side, and after that the Evi- 
dence brought againft it. 

If that be your Scheme, fay Crito, I 
have no Objedion to it : go on to conduft 
your Evidence how you pleafe. 

Let 
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Let me then obferve, fays Philander^ 
before I proceed any farther, how much 
greater Strefs this Evidence deferves, than 
that of any of the greateft Philofopher. 
Thcfe are fayings that come with Authority^ 
that do not teach us Hopes or Praiaiilities^ 
but give us full and pofitive AJJiirance. " I 
that teach you thefe Things, am the Per- 
Ibn appointed to do them. I am tbeRefur-- 
reSion and the Life. I will raife yoUy and I 
will reward you'* Nor have we here only 
Wordsj but fuch wonderful FaSls to con- 
firm them, as fets this Evidence fo much 
beyond all other, that no fooner does the 
Light of this great Sun arife on us, than 
die Stan of Philofophy vanifli and difap- 
pear, and like thofe of the Night are loft 
in the Blaze of Hay. Not that I mention 
diis, becaiife I believe or grant you, that 
you have all the Philofophers in this Cafe 
on your Side ; for I am apt to believe you 
may find more againji you than for you : 
but only to give you a Reafon, why I look 
on this fingle Evidence, as of much more 
Weight -than theirs put all together* 

As fome tell us, however, that fome 
Things fcarce taught by the Majier arc 
much more plainly taught by his Apofiles^ 
let us thcrefgre firft, if you pleafe attend 
to the great St. P^///, ^nd who, if one may 

judge 
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judge from his Writings, was no way be- 
hind tlie Chief of them. In his Epiftle to 
the Romans J [Chap. viii. 22, 23.] he brings 
in the ivhole Creaticny as groaning and wait* 
ing for this great Event, the Redemptitm^ afr 
he fays, of our Bodies. And in his firft E- 
piftle to die CortnihianSy where he ^nds a 
whole Chapter on this Head, he reprefents 
it as fo much the Bafts of all our Hapes^ 
that he feems to give up all as loft without 
it. For if the Dead rtfe notj fays he, then 
is not Cbrijl raifed: and ifChriJi be not raif- 
cdy your Faith is vain ; ye are yet in ytmr 
Sins. Then they alfo which are fallen ajleept in 
Chrift, are perifhed. If in this life only we 
have Hope in Chrijiy we are of all Men tm^ 
miferable. But now is Chrift rifen from the 
Deady and become thefrji Fruits of them that 

fiept.'-^^—Elfe what jhall they do wUch are 
baptized Jor the Deady that is, as i under^ 
ftand it^ for a dead unrifen Chrift, as mufb 
be the Cafe, if the Dead rife not at all? Why 
are they then baptized for the Sake of this 
dead Saviour ? And why Jland we^ on this 
Account, in "Jeopardy every Hour I ^ ■■ ^•If 
after the Manner of Men I have fought with 
Beafts at Ephcfus, whi^ adroantageth me, if 
the Dead rife not f Let us Eat and Drink 

for to Morrcnjo we diey Now if this be good 
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^eaibftiagr where is our Immprtalily i 
oft in Death ; but hear the Triumph over 
t. O Death y where is thy Sting f O Grave^ 
ypbere is thy ViSlory f The Sting of Death is 
^ini and the Strength of Sin is the Law. But 
Ihanks be tO' God^ which giveth the Fifforyy 
hrough our Lord ye/us Qnnfi. Here lie» 
he Chriftian's Triumph over Dcath> not in 
my boafled Priviledge of Nature, but in 
he Gift of God, thro' Jefus Chrift our Lord. 

And from hence does he draw his Mo- 
ive fbr Chriftian Stedfaftnefs : ^Therefore be 
fe fiedfafiy unmoveable^ always abounding in 
^be Work of the Lordy forafnmcb as ye know 
%at youF JLabour is not in vain in the Lord. 
And, Lit us not be weary y fays he, to the 
GalatianSy [Chap. vi. 9.] in well-doing ; for 
m due Seajhn we jballreap if we faint not. 

Jn Us nrfl EpifUe to the Iheffalonians we 
^ve a very remarkable Paflage, [Chap« iv* 
13, &r.} in which he fets himfeu to treat 
»f the State of the Dead profefledly, and 
(hat with a View to comfort the Living on 
that Account. Here therefore one would 
dbink he (hould mention their prefent Hap-* 
ptnefs, and fay fomething at leafl of the 
Joys of their prefent Condition. But not a 
Syllable of this comes from him y he is fi« 
lent on this Head, filent as Deadi itielf : 
and all the Comfort he there gives die 

Living 
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Living is fuch as is wholly derived from 
the following Confideration, that //* w^ k' 
Ucve that Jejus died ajid rofe again, even Jo 
them alfo which Jleep in J ejus will God bring 
with hint. For this we Jay unto you ^ fays he, 
hy the Word of the Lord, that we which are 
alive and remain unto the coming oftheLordJhall 
not prevent y or be before-hand with them that 
Jleep . For theLordhimJelJJhall dejcendfrom Hea- 
'ien with a Shcuty with the Voice oj the Ar change]^ 
and with the T^rutnp of God: and the Dead in 
Chrijl Jloall rijejirjl: ^hen we which are alivt 
and remain^ Jhall be caught up together with 
them -in the Cloudsy to meet the Lord in tk 
Air : and Jo ^:a II we be ever with the Lord. 
Wherejore comfort one another Wtb thejt 
Words. This 1 own is a Life and Immor-* 
tality, brought to Lights as he writes to. 7i* 
nwthyy [n.Tim\ i. lo.] thr(mgb.fbe .Go/^l ; 
and as he after ftiles it, [Chap, ji.- 19,] a 
Foundation of God ', tho* as commonly held, 
.but a kind of fuperfluous Addition to a 
Foundation laid by Philofophy long before. 
I omit for Brevity feveral other Paflages, 
that might be eafily brought from the fame 
great Apoftle, and ihall conclude at prcjfent 
with (hewing the perfedl Harmony, that 
there is, in this Cafe, between hint), and 
St. Petery and Jokt^ 

: : There 
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There is no Occafion, fays Crito, for 
further Evidence, till we have better con- 
lider'd what you have brought already, and 
which appears I believe to us both to have 
fo much Weight with it, as to intitle you 
at leafl: to a Pardon for interrupting us, 
and may for ought I know in the End to 
fomething more. 

He feems indeed, fays Theophilus, to 
bid very fair for it, and it muft be own'd 

has hitherto come off with Honour. 

But it is Time for us now to break off the 
Conference. 

DIALOGUE Vn. ! 

AS it was concerted between them at 
Supper to meet the next Day at Phi-- 
landers^ they aflembled as ufual in Philan- 
ders Arbour, when Crito began with ob- 
ferving, that it was but needlesfly wafting 
their Time to let Philander proceed with 
his Evidence any farther, that he was very 
well fatisfied more might be eafily brought 
of it, but thought it lather advifeable now 
to con^idtv their own^ and to try the Strength 
of what could be urged on that Side. 

I was juft thinking, fays Theophilus, 
the very fame : and therefore now Philan- 
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der ftand on your Defence. What think 
you firft of the Affair at Endor ? 

Let me fee, fays Philander, pulling 
out a Pocket Bible, which he had purpofely 
brought along with him, let me jfirft, if you 
pleafe, read the Story as here related, 
[i. Sam. xxviii. 3, &c.] Now Samuel was 
dead J and all Ifrael bad lamented htm^ and 
buried him in Raniah^ even in his own City. 
Saul had put away thofe that had familiar 
Spirits^ and the Wizards^ out cf the Land. And 
the Philijlines gathered themfehes together and 
came a?id pitched in Shunen : and Saul gather d 
all Ifrael together^ and they pitched in Gilbca : 
And when Saul f aw the Hoji of the Philijlines^ 
he was ajraid^ and his Heart greatly trembled. 
And whe72 Saul enquired of the Lordy the 
Lord aifwered him jiot^ neither by Dreams ^ nor 
by Urifnj hor by Prophets. ^hen faid Saul 
unto his Servant y feck me a Woman that bath 
a familiar Spirit ^ that I may go to her, and 
enquire oj her. Aiid his Servants faid to him^ 
Behold y there is a Woman that hath a familiar 
Spirit y at 'Endor. And Saul difguifed him-- 
Jelf and put on other Payment ^ and be wentj 
and two Men with him^ and they came to the 
Woman by Night. And he faid^ I pray thee, 
divine unto me by the familiar Spirit, and 
bring me up whom I floall name unto thee. 
And the Woman faid unto him. Behold, thou 

knowefl 
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knoweft what Saul hath done^ bow he hath cut 
off thofe that have familiar SpiritSy and the 
JVizards out of the Land: Wherefore then 
layejl thou a Snare for my Life^ to caufe me to 
die ? And Saulfware to her by the Lor d^ fay ^ 
ingi as the Lord liveth^ there jhall no PuniJIo^ 
ment happen to thee for this Thing. Thenfaid 
the Woman y whom Jhall I bring up unto thee ? 
Andhefaidy Bring me up Samuel. And when 
the Woman faw SamueUjhe cried with a loud 
Voice : and the Woman fpake to Sauly Saying^. 
Why haft thou deceived me ? for thou art Saul. 
And the King f aid unto her^ Be not afraid : 
for wbat.faweji thou? And the Woman f aid 
unto^ Sauly (who all this Time faw nothing.) 
/ faw Gods afcending out of the Earth. And 
^^ (who ftill faw nothing) faid unto her^ 
What For n;i]is he of? And Jhe faidy an Old 
Man cqmth up\ and he is cover d with a 
Mantle. And Saul per ceiv dy (that is by the 
Woman's. Report,) that it was Samuel y and 
hejiooped with his. Face to the Groundy and 
bowed himfelf And Samuel (or fomething 
or other) faid to Sauly Why hafi thou difquieted 

n}e to bring me up ? Here Philander; 

after paufing a little on the Contents of 

what he had read, went on as follows. 

As it does not appear from hence, as Thave 
juft remarked, that Saul himfelf faw any 
thing at Endory if I (hould here, infift that 

F 2 this 
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this was all a Juggle, it would I believe h^ 
difficult for you to prove the Contrary i nor 
am I under any Obligation, I apprehend, to 
confider it otherwife, or indeed to concern 
myfclf at all about it, till you have not only 
prov'd a real Appearance^ but likewifc* that 
this Appearance was really Samuel : for till 
this is done, fliould I grant you t\\c former^ 
I cannot fee it could do you much .Service, 
as there will ftill remain feveral Objcdtions 
againft the latter^ and fuch as feem'to have 
no fmall Weight in them. For However 
fome of thefe illegal Artifts might be weak 
enough to think they could raife the Dead, 
as I dare fay there are none of us here wcalc 
enough to believe that they could do it, it 
muft therefore bepwn'd, that if aS'^;w?/^/ thien 
appeared, it was not owing to the Witch *$^ 
Magick, but to fome fpecial Appomtmentof 
God. And yet who can believe, that God, . 
who, as here related, would not anfwerhim; 
either by Dreams, or Prim^ or by liyhg 
Prophets, fliould fend him a dead orie to ' 
give him an Anfwer 2itE?i{for ? Or that 5^-' 
nmel, if really fent by God's Gomma'hd ,to • 
him, would have complain'd, as the Samiiel 
here does of his being difquieted? as if on 
Purpofe to magnify the Woman's Power, 
and the Truth of an Art, which the Law 
gf God had expresfly condem'd, and rhade 
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it even Capital to pradVlce, It indeed proves, 
if you will, the Antiquity of this Opinion, 
that the Souls the Dead furviv'd, and might 
be fpoke with : but if we either conlider 
the Law of God in this Cafe, or the Tenets 
of fuch as adher'd to its better Inftruftions, 
they are fo far, as I have (hewn, from fa- 
vouring this Opinion, that they are on the 
contrary ftrongly againff it. 

It muft be confefs'd, fays Theophilus, 
that there is room to difpute this Appear- 
ance ; but what will you fay to that of 
MoJeSy and EliaSy at the Time of the Tr;anf- 
Jiguration. 

I have to fay, fays Philander, as to one 
of. thcfe, that . it is nothing at all to your 
Purpofe. -For how c^n. the ijippearance of 
one- that never died, [ii. Kings ii. 1 1.] be 
allow d as a" Proof of what the State of 
PeatK is ?... The other of thefe it is granted 
iniieecj. cljd idie ^ but unlefs you can prove it^ 
w^s^only^ hiq 5t:'W that., then appeared, and' 
that Jlie. was hot raised from the Dead^ as the 
jfews think he was quickly afters and as 
many Chrijlians feem to think highly pro- 
pable, botnj(rom.w!hat is faid here^ and m- 
the Epiftle'!Qf Jude concerning, him, thi;^'' 
Appearance can poflibly do you but little 
Service. . I do not pretend to, pofitive Proof 
in this Cafe, but if there is but any thing 
' ^,;;" '^ F 3 "r ' that 
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that makes it probable, it is enough I pre- 
fume to defend me from this Objection. 
There are I believe you are fenfible but 
few Opinions, but what are liable to fome 
Objections, and fuch as it is not perhaps in 
our Power at prefent to folve. 

It is granted, fays Crito; but Scrip- 
ture 0bjed:ions are one Thing, and thofe 
brought from Reafon another. And if 
' Chriji was, as Scripture aflerts, the jirfi born 
from the Dedd^ or ^ the firfl that was rais'd 
from the Dead to die no more, how will 
you reconcile this with what you now have 
fuppos'd about Mofes? 

As there ^re but few general Rules, fiys 
PnitANDER, without Exceptions, (tho' firft 
Born here may fignify only chief ) when 
you have reconciled the Afcenfion of Enoch, 
ifid that of E/iaSj with our Lord's afcend- 
ing fo Heaven k's' GUI' Forerunner.. . .or with 
flie general Appointment foi: all JsHtn'once 
ig die, y6u 'will ht able by that tlnifr ^;re- 
cSoricile this of yourfelf. Hbwbeit; * 1 ' do 
not affirm. thzt-Mofes was raifedy nor are all 
agreed that this was a real Appearance \ it 
^is enbugh' for me that thi$ Ipftaijce if not 
ftrong enpti&h to be able" to overthrdv^ my* 
former Evidence. * ; * 

But what will yoa fay then,' fay Theo- 
Pttixtjsrb-the 5(?^A:that We're' fefed by St.' 
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"John^ [Rev. vi. 9.] and which he heard cry 
from under the Aitar ? 

Why, that he only faw them, fays Phi- 
lander, in fome prophetical Reprejefiia^ 
tiotiy as he faw the Dead ftand before God 
at the Day of Judgment , with feveral other 
Things not then exifiing^ and that could 
therefore at that Time be feen by him no 
other Way. 

There is no doubt, fays Theophilus, 
but xki2X future Scenes can be only defcrib'd 
by fome f miliar Reprefentationy and there- 
fore not to difpute with you at all upon this 
Head, the only Queftion here is, what is 
meant by this Reprefentation ; Let the Pe- 
riod of time it relates to be when it will ? 
As xh^ fourth Seal feem prophetick of fome 
very great Perfecution^ fo on Opening the 
Fifths St. John then fees the Souls of the 
Slain^ not in a State of infenfible Steeps as 
you fuppofe them, but crying out with a 
loud Voice for Vengeance. If this be there- 
fore allow'd as a juft and true Reprefenta- 
tion, what can we make of it elfe than a 
Reprefentation of the Soul's Immortality} 

If I could find, fays Philander, that 
the Scripture really befriended this Doftrine, 
I fhould be apt to look upon this in the 
fame Light that you do •, but when I con- 
fider the other Works oi the fame St. John^ 
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and find them agreeing in this Point with 
thofe of his fellow Apoftles, as I was going 
to fliew, had you let me gone on with my 
Evidence; and not only fo, but that even 
in the Courfe of thefe Vifionsj there are 
fevcral Things inconfiftent with any fuch 
Doftrine, I am obliged to confider it as only 
a Reprefentation of God's gracious Regard 
to the Sufferings and Death of his Servants, 
of the Blood of the Martyrs, crying like 
that oi Abely and their refting in Peace till 
their Number be fully compleat ; or as it 
is after exprefs'd, [Chap. x. 7, and xi. 18.] 
till the Myjicry of Godjhmdd hejinijh'd, — 
a7td the Time of the Dead that they Jhould he 
judged^ and that God Jhould give a Reward 
to his Servants the Prophets^ and them that 
fear his Name^ fmall and greats and dejlroy 
them which dejlrcy^ or as it is in the Margin, 
corrupt the Earth. 

As a Proof that this is all that is here 
intended, let us confider the Words of St. 
yohn in his firft Epijlky and how, he like 
the reft, leads us to our Saviour's Appear^ 
ingy [Chap. ii. 2S. j And now^ little Children^ 
abide in him^ that when he Jl:all appear^ we 
may have Confidence^ and not be ajl^amdbe- 
fere him at his Coming. And again, [Chap, 
iii. 2, 7,1 Belovedy now are we the Sons of 
God^ and it doth not yet appear what weJhaU 
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he : but we know^ that when be JJ:all appear 
we Jhall be like him ; for we Jl:all fee him as 
he is. And if we go on from hence to con- 
fider the Revelations, we rtiall find them 
pointing to the fame great Period. In all. 
the Epiftles fent to the Seven Churches^ 
there is not fo much as a Syllable of future 
Recompence, but what muft all be referred 
to the Time of this coming again^ when he 
fhall comej as in the Clofe of tliis Book,. 
Chap. xxii. 12.] and liis Reward be with, 
!iim, to give every Man according as his Work 
fhall be: and when thofe that die in the 
Lord, (hall not only have Reft from their 
Labour Sy which is all that is faid of their 
Reward at prefent, but their Works^ as there 
added, [Chap. xiv. 13.] (^'sW follow them. : 
I allow, fays Theophilus, as well as 
you, that the feparate State is not a State 
of Recompence : a State of Reft and Peace 
is all I plead for. But if the Souls of the 
Slain could be feen, they muft be vifbky 
and if heard to cry for Vengeance, they 
muft htfenfible. 

You feem to me, fays Philander, to 
lay much more Strefs on this Vifion of Souls 
than what the Senfe of the Word Souls will 
bear, which is not only ufed in the Scrip- 
ture in various Significations, but moft com- 
monly fignifies either the Life^ or the Per-^ 



[ 74 ] 
Jhrty and that indifferently either of God^ or 
Man^ or Beaji. Thus, your new M^ns and 
your appointed Feajis^. fays the Almighty to 
the JewSy [Ifaiah i.. 14.] My Soul healetb^ 
[Luke xii. 20.] T^his night thy Soul Jljall^be 
required of thee. And levy a T'ribute unto 
the Lord^ [Numb. xxxi. 28.] of the Men of 
War which went out to Battle : . One Soul of 
500, ioth of the Perjons, and of the Beeves^ 
and of the AfJeSy and of the Sheep. Aod a- 
gain in thefe very Vifions, [Rev. xvi. 3.] 
Jind the fecond Angel poured out his Vial up- 
on the Seay and' it became as the Blood of a 
dead Man^ and every living Soul died in the 
Sea. In this Senfe, this Vifion of Souls is 
not only conceivable, but it is not difficult 
to difcern its Propriety. As the former Seal 
exhibited Death and Slaughter, it is there- 
fore fitly fucceeded by one of a comfort- 
ing Nature, and a Number of Slain, or 
flain Souls, are here feen .at the Foot of 
God*s Altar, as. if lately offered thereon by 
way of Sacrifice, and as a Teftimony of 
God's gracious Acceptance, reprefented as 
cloathed with white Robes, and their Blood 
like that of Abel crying for Vengeance. 
This I apprehend may be fafely conceded 
without any way hurting the Credit of o- 
ther Scriptures ^ but to go further than this 
is fuch ftraining the Language of Prophecy, 

as 
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s if too miich indulged, would very foon 
iiake mad Work with it, and be produc- 
ivc t)f riuiherous Abfordities. And not to 
nwltiply Words, I dare even appeal to your- 
elves, whdther you really think this Evi- 
ience fo fufficient, as to overbear what I 
have brodght againft it ? 

As a Sign, fays Theophilus, that I do 
not think fo, I fliaH forbear to trouble you 
with more Proofs of this Kind ; nor will I 
take up your Time by that common Ob- 
je(9:ion from Solomon^ [Eccles. xii. 7.] of the 
Return of the Spirit at Death to God tfjat 
gave it I a^ you have made it already ap- 
pear in die Coiirfe of your Evidence, that 
5^/(?^(?;7 himfclf could confiftently mean no 
more by it than the Return to God of that 
Spirit, or Breath of Life, which is apply 'd 
by the Pfalmiji to all living Creatures what- 
ever. ¥ or y^'ou hideji thy Face ^ fays the 
Pfalmiji^ [Pf. civ. 29, 30.] they are trmbledy 
thou takejl away their Breathy (or their Spi- 
rit), they die^ and return to their Duji. Thou 
fende/i forth thy Spirit , they are created: tijou 
reneweji the Face of the Earth. To which 
may alfo be added, what you did not men- 
tion, that Solomon making a Comparifon be- 
tween Man and Beaft, [Eccles. iii. 19.] al- 
lows Man in Point of Mortality w /r<?-^/«/- 
nence^ tho' he at the fan>e time, [Ver. 1 7.] 
. . " declares 
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declares his Belief of a future "Judgment. 
But there is a Paflage in St Matthew I can- 
not but lay a great §trefs on, becaufe I can- 
not but think it ^deferves. it. It is where 
our Lord, encouraged his Difciples againft 
Perfecution, ufes the following Confidera- 
tion, [Matt. x. 28.] Fear not them which kill 
the BoSy^ but are not able to kill the Soul : but 
rather fear him which is able to JeBroy both 
Soul and Body in 'Hell. 

You have now pitched, fays Philander, 
on that very Scripture, which I have chiefly 
^iepended on for feveral Years. To a Mind 
prepofleft with. a Notio;> of Immortality, 
fijcfe Words as thefe appear as a fliining 
Proof of it.f Here Man is divid^ed, fays the 
Pfalmifty into h^is different Parts, the mor^ 
^ 1 Bodyj and the immortal Soul; that Part 
whic^i can be killed, and that which can- 
pot. Such is the Senfti this Pbilofophy leadi 
VIS direftly to fix on it; nor do the Words 
of the Text feeni rehK^ant at all' to admit 
of it. And yet an Attention tp Scripture 
gives us anpth^r Senfe of it, anc} fucK as 
allows pf the Truth of the Text in every 
Part of it, without fo much as finding one 
Wprd:pf this feign'd Immortality in. it. ,1 
have indeed oftentimes wondered that the 
Word Immortal, fo often apply 'd to the 
Soul in human Writings^ ihould bja never 
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^pply'd to it once in all the Scripture j that 
they (hould never fo much as once ex- 
prefsly teach us, that the Soul of Man is 
Ibmething that does not die 3 or give us one 
Declaration, that all thit they fay about 
Death is to be undierftood with regard to 
the- Body only. ' This his many Times 
witaken'd my Faith in this particular, till 
this and fome other Paflages made it ftrong 
again, not difcerning that killing the Soulia 
the Language of Scripture, has plainly re- 
fpetft id its Death in the World to come^ and 
has nothihg td do with thci fcholaftick Senfe 
of it, or with the Eflfe<fts of that firft Deaths 
or Death as here ftiled of the Bodyy which 
is the uhnoft'the Power or Malice of Men 
cdLii extferid to :' whereas God oft the othef 
Hand -can' (leftroy- us utterly, and fo as to 
put us h&f%tiAi\it^K^zc\i of all Recovery. 

For tiie furtficfr ftrengthening this feem- 
ingly newy and a^ it fnay feeih at firft firange 
Expofition, if it be confider'd that this great 
Death. i[)f the eWorld; to. cpme, or as it is 
ftiled in the Apocalypfe the fecond Deaths is 
the m<^-"ufu&l Senfe of^the^»'Death^ of the 
Soul in ^Scripture, then let the Effed:s of 
the KilKng the Body be what ^ey will, it 
will ftai r€!main true, that Mdn that can KhU 
/i&^ 5o^, cannot yet in this Scripture Senfe 
of it Kill ihe^^Souly or prevent thofe very 
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Perfons \yho now lofe their Lives by their 
Malice, from being rewarded, a^ promis'd 
in Scripture with Life everlafting. -This is 
fo plainly the Senfe oi the Soul that Jins Jkall 
die J or of faving the Sofil/rom J^ath^ 2JiA 
fuch like PhrafeSj that I prefume I need 
not 0and to cite Particulars,, ;p flbew that; 
thijs is their moft genViin^'Meafiing j which 
if fo, this Objedion is anfwer'd. 

It is anfwer'd, faySrGRixo, and fo much 
to my Satisfadion, jthfit I qanpot bu|t won- 
der under v/h^t G^ptaJM ypuihay? ^madei 
fueh Proficiency info iihprtiiTime; J i 

Even under that, fay§ Phjlahder^ which 
bficejou behold in my ftand^^ and^jyjiich I 
am daily convinced m6re .and mope is its 
own beft Interpreter.: .thf>\ (Jp giyp, you, 
yquf: E>ue, I atji , fopxeth^g l&iehoiden p 
both of yoa for (H^^fljpg^tnfefiQi^tcPgiyou 
have> to this JEnquiryij bftt :^hiph hits Time 

I belieyci'for'th^pref^.<a>|)Utna Stop tq. .», 

* * "■ 

AS )it:!was Tupp$)s'i4 thfio^: toigbti^r^naet 
Octafioii for quoting' Authors, ii? Was* 
for this Purpofe agrefcd to ^ith^r^t^fibena- 
felves. into: the^ Stu%v . ^-here, l^g :'Cp!*,Ve?fjbr 
tion was firftiOjiea'd .fey:rX'H«^?«^-ii/\g,with; 
the , weU-khow»< Pajablft-^fyliZ^^ j^in^ 
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Lazarus. To this L fuppofe, fays ht 
to Philander, you will plead that it is but 
a Parable ^ but as every Parable muft have 
a meaning, and this feems in particular 
built on the feparate State, can it be even 
iuppos'd, that our Saviour, tho' only in 
Parable, would fo much as give Counte- 
nance to a groundlefs Error ? What is this 
therefore elfe than a Kind of a publick 
Acknowledgment, that there is a Founda- 
tion in Reafon for this Belief: tho' as a 
Doctrine well known, there was no need 
for him to infift on it, or to make it like 
others, a Part of his ftated Inftru<5tions? 
For " that this relates," as is well obferv'd 
by Dr. Sherlock, [Sherlock on Judgment, 
pag. 154.] "to the State Osgood and bad 
Men immediately after Death, is very evi^ 
tlent, efpecially 'from that Requeft which 
the Rich Man made to Abraham, to fend 
^Lazarus to his Fathers Hoiife 5 For\ faith 
he, / have Five Brethren ; that they may 
tejiifie to them, left they alfo come into this 
Place ofT'orment: which ft ews^ xhsX LaziP- 
rus was in Abraham's Bofom, and ' Dives 
tormented in Hell, or Hadei, while his 
Brethren were living and revelling on Earth ; 
and therefore this can't relate to a general 
Judgment, but fignifies that State they en- 
trcd into as foon as th*y died : And tho* 

what 
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what Is generally faid, that we muft not 
argue from Parables, is very true as to par- 
ticular Circumftances of the Story, which 
are the Ornaments and Embellifhments of 
Parables 5 yet it is as true, that we muft 
argue from the principal Scope and Defign 
of them J and then we may certainly con- 
clude from this Parable -, that good and 
bad Men as foon as they die, are in a State 
of Happinefs and Mifery^ otherwife there 
is no Foundation for this ParaJDle: For why 
ftiould one be fent from the Dead to inform 
the Living- what ,Puni(hments bad Men 
fuffcr in the next World, if they fufFer no- 
thiug. tin the Day of Judgment, which is 
not yet ? For in this Cafe fuch a Meflenger 
could not be an Eye-witnefs of thePunifli- 
.mentof Sinners ; which is tlie only Thing 
tljat is fuppos'd to. give fuch Authority to 
his Teftimony." . 

, • It muft be own'd, fays Philander j that 
this looks at iirll. very plaufible > but is not 
q\xiiQ[ hoh invmql^Ie Logkk as-fome may 
jpiagine. ': It i3;Tpadiiy granted Parables 
JiavQ their Meaningy 'and yet* we may iCafely 
argue from the Scope and Defign of them ; 
but that it is any Part of th^ Defign of this 
fo point Qutthe ^hne of future Reward or 
Punilliment,. whiqh. is eIfe^yhere pointed out 
to us much more plainlyi-^here isj nothing 
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in all you have faid that is any Proof of: 
And dierefore to infer from hence another 
and prior Time, for it, is not only to force 
it to utter a Language it was not made for 
but to fet our Lord's Teachings at Variance 
one with another. It may be cafily feen 
from confidering the Nature of Parables, 
that we* muft not examine their Scrudturc 
with too great Nicety, or pretend to raife 
Dodlrincs from every particular Part of 
them; If the Righteous are figured as 
gather d like Wheat into Barns, muft we 
infer, they are laid up there for the fame 
Defign ? or fet apart like the good Fijh to 
feed on? If a Parable anfwers its end, it is 
aJU that/s requird : Nor will it many times . 
bear.tOibe ftrain'd in the leaft bevond this. 
And jret fuch is the Liberty in framing Pa- 
rables, that it is allowable here to fuppofe 
or imagine, any thing, to lay the Scene of 
th«m almoft :where we pleafe^ and to in- 
troduce even Speaking Trees^ as in that of 
yotbam. [Judges ix. 7, &c.] And what won-' 
der then, if in Order to (hew the Danger 
of Men's employing their Riches to Lux- 
ury rather than Charity, and the vanity of 
hopiiig imfuch Cafe for Relief fi-om Abra^ 
ham^ he (hould be here introduced as con-. . 
futing this Error m Hades ^ and the Regions 
of ^4/i& be: fuppqs'd for Ais. End. as w- 
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livefid? This is plainly a Liberty never 
difputed in Parable^ ^Tvhich as beibre ob* 
ferv'dhas Right to im^sigiQe any thit^g.;^but 
is by no Means a proper Foundation to 
builcTour Faith on, os £^ taking ftich Re•^ 
prefentations as Matters vf Fa&. And 
whereas you ailedge, that vrc tnuA noC fup'» 
pofe, that our Lord would fo much as in 
Parable countenance Error, it is fufficient to 
anfwer^ that Parables countenance XKythiog^ 
but only the Points t^t they are brbugl^t to 
prove. And befides, if we furthei confide^ 
the Nature of Parable^ whichis to figure ^out 
future Events by feigning paji o»es, in what 
other Manner could this have been framed, 
more commodioufly ? Would you have had* 
our Lord, when he had brought thetn to^ 
Deaths to drop the Parable ? Or was it need- 
ful to anfwer his End it fhould b& fKU con- 
tinued? But how^w^ it poflibk-hc; fkould 
do. this otker^vife than by makxng^iif6^€f tbs* 
a&i^^dLiberjty? To vi^hith may^ lUuivi^lfe^ 
be.added) that this was no more th^ii wa^. 
needful for introducing th& Ca&, as^here- 
done, o£ tbe^ Rich Man's Brethren^ an^l xhxi- 
juA ConcKkfioB dr^n firom* th^Hifid l^y* 
jArahamj &at. ihey that hew 'Dtt; it^il 
and tbe Bftofhet^^ would- not be^ eVen^ /ww. 

JwtukA^^^^^^ (hovM: ari^ from tiie JpsaA* 
Frototwhidhmkhottt anv.fhainlng,. X thinks 
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\vc may fairly infer, that if the Dead mtift 
itrife^ ad here faid, to appear to the Livings 
and this would as Abrahatn fays be inef- 
feftual, in order to anfwer the End here 
proposed by it» it not only deftroys the beft 
Reafon for fuch Apparitions, but is no bad 
Proof that there are no fuch Things* 

** You may believe perhaps/' fays Ae" 
late Dr. i?//r;^^/y [State ofthe De*l pag. 109) 
^' that it may be poffible to prove, from the 
Ghofts and Apparitions of the Dead, that" 
Human Souls, when they throv<r off thfe 
Body, immediately aiTume another, by. 
MeanS' of which they fometimes {tic«t 
themfelves vifible and confpicuous in a 
Humiii Shape. I muft confefs, that it neveif 
was evident vet tb me, nor could I be con- . 
vinced that me Souls of the Dead ever y€t 
appeared, or will appear before the Day of 
ludgttxeat. 0^*, perhaps, ov Damofis^m^y 
ave the Power of conaenfins;, the Air, cjf 
their oroper Vehfeles, and rorwing thettt 
into Human or Bra^ Shapes, and may 
perhaps eierdlfe that Pow^r fometii&esr, 
eljptidallyamoxigbarbarousr Nations, of Na* 
tioas Aat are half barbarous ; but 1 Believe 
that tfiis is rardy done among tfs j arid that 
amojpg* a thoxifand iTsdfes of fuch Apparrtidns 
we ^ardly ftnd one true." 

1 'Was awte-e, fays Tttfi^TinLCs, this 
. Q 2 would 
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would . be treated . as a Parable ; but- what 
if I (hew you that Abraham is living, out of 
Parable? That I own, fays Philander, 
will be doing fomething, if you are but able 
to make good your Words. 

What think you then, fays Theophilus, 
of our Saviour's Argument ? [Mark xii. 
26, 27.] / am the God of Abraham ^ and the 
God of IfaaCy and the God of Jacob. He is 
not the God of the Deady but the God of the 
Living. For all live^ as St. Luke fays, 
[Luke xXj 38.] /o him. 

lam fofar, fays Philander^ from look- 
ing on this as a Proof of it, that it appears 
to me a ftrong Proof of the contrary i be- 
caufe if Abraham^ Ifaac and Jacob are living 
nowy and all other Souls, as you would 
hence infinuatc, then God is not the God of 
the Deady, but the God of the Livings tho* 
there be no Refurredioji at all \ which is fb 
far from (hewing the Force of our Saviour's 
Argument, that -accbrdrng to fuch Expla- 
nation it has ho Force ^h it. For the Strength 
of our Saviour's Argument lies in this, that 
thefe Perfons were dead at the time God 
made this Declaration^ and that as God is 
not, nor can be,, the God of the finally 
Dead, between whom and him there can 
be no Relation, but either of fuch as are^ 
QiJI^all be Living, it tliercfore^^ie;^, as our 

Lord 



[85] 
Lord here fays, the DeaJth^H fife. And 
ifitbcfaid, but why is God call'd their 
God then while they are Dead ? To this 
St. Luke anfwers, that all live to him : Not 
in any fuch Senfe to be fure as to ruin the 
Argument, which our Saviour draws from 
hence for a Rcfurreftion, but that they all 
live to him in his Purpofe, Defign and In- 
tention, to whom Things determined^ are as 
Things accomplijlfd^ and Things which are 
noty counted as TChings that are. 

I muft confefs, fays Theophilus, that 
you ieem to have hit fo well on the Senfe of 
this Paffage, that I am not fbrry I happeh'di 
to mention it. But what can you make of 
the Words of our Lord to the penitent 
^ef? 

It is A) eafy, fays Philander, to get over 
thefe, and to (hew them all of a Piede with 
the reft of our Saviour's Promifes, that it is 
but pointing the Words a little differently; 
and underftanding to Day to relate to the 
Tivcit oi Chrijf s jpeakingj and not to the 
Time when the Thief fliould be with him* 
in Paradifej and the Objed:ion is artfwer'd 
at once without any more Trouble, and yet 
the Requeft of the Thief niore than an- 
fwer'd too into the Bargain; For as the 
Thiefs Requeft to him was, that he would 
remember him when he came* into tis King-* 

dom^ 



^ ..L.^.. ..i^--::'-;:-:^..^u*»;. 



4omy or at his judging the quid and the dead 
at his appearing^ as St. Paid fays, [ii Tim. 
IV, 1.1 and his Kingdom: Our Lord, as more 
than granting his Requeft, inftead of only a 
Prpmife ofjiiture Remembrance ^ gives him 
for Anfwcr a prefent AJfurance. I do not 
only tell you, as if he had faid } that I will 
remember you when I come into my King- 
dom, but as a prefent Reward for your un- 
fhaken Faith, and as a prefent Support 
againft your approaching Death, I think 
proper to affure you now, this very Day^ 
that fees us both expiring on a Cro&, that 
you fliall be one of thofe that Jhall be with 
pie in Paradife. Nor is it at all likely from 
the Nature of theThiefs Requeft, that the 
Thief himfelf would underftand it other* 
wife i or worth while, Juft at tibat Time^ to 
fct him to rights, if he bad. 

You feem indeed, fays Theophh-us, to 
have got rid of thefe Words pretty dex-^ 
f roufly } but what wiU you do with his 
Pying Words a little afterwards. Father i 
intq thrjfjfynds J commend my Spirit f It zp^ 
pesirs tQ mQi fays Fhulavd^ir, both i&om 
i^^ 9nd fom^ parallel Places, that the 
ISpin't here mentioned is only that Spirit fjT 
fjife by which Man was made at firft ^ 
fJviff^ 5*^1 and which our Lord here de^ 
pc&s at Peath in ihs^ tiands at his Father^ 

m 
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tHi he duould be pleas'd to reftore it again 
to him ; committinig the keeping af bis Soni 
to Inm^ as St. Peter fays^ [i. Pet. iv.] as to 
a faithful Creator \ and who is able to keep^Vi^ 
St, PbulCsLys^ [ii.Tim. i. 12.] what is commit'- 
ted t^ himag4urifi that Day ; that well-known 
Day of future Retribution; [iiTim. iv, 8.] 
wi»:n they that have kept the Faitby (hall be 
crown'd with a Crown of Right eoufiefs^ and 
redeem'd from the Power of Death to die 
no tnore. A nd therefore when he had faid 
this, as the Evangeliji tells us, he gave vp 
the Gb^^ that is, breathed out his Spirit, or 
died. To which may alfo be added as a 
further Anfwer, not only to this, but to your 
laft Objeftion^ that he not only fpeaks of his 
Death as a Night that be a^U not work in : 
bat that we like wife find him declaring af- 
ter hii Refurredion, [John XX, 17.] that 
he bad not yet a/eended to his Father. And it 
mufl be allow d, I believe, a much greater 
and noble Sacrijfice to fuppofe our Lord and 
SavkMir thus to die for us, than meerly to 
Aaktt it confift in his leaving his Body, and 
takine; a JoUmey for two or three Days into 
Paradife. 

But what can St. Paul mean dien, fayr 

TttfedPHiLiTs, [ii. Cor. v. 8.] by h&ingal^sne 

Jrofh the Body^ and prefer with the ijrdt 



[88] 

And his having a Defire to* depart y [PhUip^ 
i, 23.] and to be with Cbrift. 

As I cannot fuppofe, fays Philander,-. 
he means to be.inconfiftent, I can for this 
Reafon underftand him noptherwife, than, 
as meaning the fame Time b^e he docs . 
elfewhere: and that he therefore conn eiSfe! 
thefe Things with one another, not becaufe- 
they immediately follow without an Inter^^ 
valy but becaufe that Interval is deem'd as: 
nothings and is in Fa<5t with regard to the: 
Dead of no Account, to whom fo maftv. 
Tears are no more than as fo many Moments^ 
as a Sleep or a Watch in the Nighty and the 
Coming of Chriji is alike expeditious to all^i 
whether thofe before the Lawy or fnce the. 
Go/pel. The Words I grant, will well; 
enough bear your Senfe of therp, and conrf 
fider'd apart by themfelves may feem tofa-^ 
vour it; but he that duly weighs the. 
ApoJlle% Sentiments, both as exprefs'd in his- 
Writings to thefe and other Churches, muft: 
plainly fee this cannot be his meaning j fijice 
even the Antedeliavians according to him are: 
not yet made perfeSiy nor (hall be, as he fays, • 
[Heb. xi, ult] without us\ which may alfo'. 
ferve as a Proof, that the Spirits of juft 
Men made perfeSty of which we read in the: 
fucceeding Chapter, and which are fo fre-- 
quently brought as concluding againft my 

Opinion, 
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' Opinion^ arc rather when rightly confider*d 

^n Argument for it, as not being expreflive, 

^s commonly thought, of their State at 

Prefentj but of what it (hall be at the Re^ 

JhrreStim^ when we fhall all be made perfeS 

together, and the now fcatter'd Church be 

conjoin d in a general AJJembfy. To which 

^ow me to add, that even: ^ey that believo 

this State, are yet obliged to acknowledge it 

^o be far from perfect ; and tho' they fome- 

times fpeak:of it in the loftieft Strains, yetr 

when they come to fliew the Ufe of a Re- 

furredtiooV its.Happinefs then .is dwindled' 

almofl to nothing,' and the Glories of Para* 

dife lavilh'd and thrown away on fuch as 

have not Senfes to difcern them. 

. " In the. Heavenly State," fays one, [Dr. ^ 
Mahtofi on Pbiiip. iii, 1 1] " there are many- 
Obje£ts, which can only be difcern'd by our 
bodily Senfes, as the human Nature of Chrift,: 
the Beams of the heavenly Manfion, where- 
in the; filefied have their Refidence ; with- 
other-the Works df God, which certainly 
arc offered to our Contemplation. Now it 
God find Objeds, he will find Faculties :■ 
How Ihail we fee elfe thofe Things which' 
^re to be feen, or hear thofe Things which 
are to be heard, unlefs we have Bodies and 
Bodily Senfes? ■ 

" It is only the Soul," fays another, [Dr, 

Tf^atts 
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•* tn}oy% the Delight, aftd that too only \xr^ 
ks abftradcd Nature^ and puns intellcc^a. ^ 
Capadtjr; k is cut off by Deatii from al:^ 
tiiat rick Variety tof Pkafurc which rift^ 
from its Comraoxiton with ib noble a Frames 
as the Body pf ^ Man. is. It has no Senfeii^ 
to recdvc the Satisfadtioiis which arife fcoitk^ 
the material Pait of Heaven: It ha8>iM^ 
Eyes to behold the glorified Fle£h of our^ 
Lord Je^s Cbri/i; no,. Ears to hear his- 
Voice, no Tongue to Cbnverfe.with ks Sa*— 
itiour. And tho' we ar&:&re there is x 
Holy Correfpondeoce between CbriJH yejm - 
and feparate Souls, for we are faid to it 
frefent with the Lardy %tdxH we at^ tahfeut- 
Jrm the- Body y yet this Correfpondence can* 
Aofe be fb compleat and glorious, as it ihall - 
bci when ^mitb eur Eyes we.feejhall God ift^ 
the Form of a Man.*^ ^ 

• And again, [pag. 1 1/,} " The Spirits rf 
Men^ are form'd on Purpofc for Union with 
Bodies', and if they could attain cortipleac 
Happinefs in the higheft Degree without 
diem, what need would there be of Acw 
creating their Bodies from the Duft ? Upon 
this Snppofition the RefurreBion muil feem 
almofiin vain*' 

And again a few Pages after, [pag. 181*] 
*^ Doubtlcfs there are Pleafiires to beeftjdy'd 

by 
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hjcomplcat human NatorCi by imbody'd 
fioals, which a mere ieparate Spirk is not 
capable of. Is it not Part of the Bleflednefs 
of Human Spirits to enjoy mutual Society, 
auid to hold a [dealing CDrreipondence with 
each other ? But whatfoever be the Means 
and Methods of that Correfpondence in a 
feparate State» furely it wants ibmething of 
tut compleat Pleafure and fenfible Inti- 
macy, which they (hall be made Partakers 
of, when they £hidl hold noble Conipiunion 
in their Bodies raifed from the Duft, and 
refined from ^ every Weaknefs. Is it not 
the Happinefs of the Saints in Heaven to 
fee their glorify'd Saviour ? But ^ven. this 
Sight is and muft be incompleat, till they 
Btre endued with Bodily Organs again. 
What Converie foever the Spirits ot the 
Juft have with the glorified Man Jejus^ 
while they are abfent ^om the Body, yet I 
un perfuaded it is not, nor can it be fo full 
uid ptf fe<^ in all Refpe£ts, as it (hall be at 
the general Refurredion. They cannot now 
fee him Face to Face in the literal Senfe, and 
they wait for this exalted Pleafure, this im« 
mediate and beatifick Sight. Job himfelf 
|Fet waits, tho' the Worms have dejiroyed his 
Boi^i till that glorious Hour, when in his 
FkJI^ hejhallfee God^ even God his Redeemer^ 
vSo^llfiam at the loft Day on the Earth. 

Nat 
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Not oiily; air the Saints on Earth, wh^ 
Jbave re€ein)€d the Firjl Fruits of the Spirtt, 
'wait for the Adoption^ that /V, the Redemption 
of the Body \ fcut the Saints in Heaven alfo 
five there, waiting till the Body be redeemed 
from the Grave, and their Adoption (haH 
appear with illuftrious Evidence : when they 
Ihall all look like the Sons of God, like 
Jcfus, the Firft Beloved and the Firft Born. 
The Spirits above, how pcrfedl focver they 
are in dic^^oys of the feparate State, yet 
wait fo¥'^di6fe ehdlefs Scenes of unknown 
Ddlight that thall fucceed the Refurrcdtion, 
c* Aft'd-tbfer6'is*'abundant Reafons'for it,- to 
be dfrawn from the Word of God ; for the 
Scripture Speaks but very little concerning 
the BieJJem^s'^ feparate Souis^ in- comparifon 
bf A* fredijent and large Accounts of the 
QtHry. m2'fl^iikmph that fliall attend the 
Soum'if^ihe I aft T'rumpety and the great 
Kifng Day. It is to this blefled Hour that 
thtf Apoftles in their. Writings are always 
direSkig the Hope of the Saints. They 
are ever pointing to this glorious Mornings 
as the- Seafon -when they (hall receive their 
Reward and their Prize, their promised Joy 
and their Crown ; as tho* all that they had 
recciv'd before in their State of Separation, 
were hardly to be named in Comparifon of 
tljat 'nwre exceeding and eternal Weight of 

additional 
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additional Glory' ^WoulcJ one imagine 

Immortalijis fliould talk in this manner ! 
But who can keep themfelyes from Incon- 
iiflencies, when attempting to reconcile /r- 
reconcikable Hings ! , 

And yet this Dodtrine feys Crito, ob- 
tained in the Church very early. 

It did, fays Philandejr, and has b.eenfo 
tenderly nurs'd there, that it has almoft 
jufUed outy the Refurredtion, and not a little 
perplex'd the great Scheme of our Chriftian 
Redemption : And what wonder indeed, 
when it looks with (6 friendly an Afpcdl, 
that it requires a n^row Infpedtioin tp fee 
it Qtherwife^ as we ourfelves are an evident 
Inftance. 

You argue fays Crito, in this Cafe, with 
fo much Authority, that tho' the Laws of 
Philofophy fecm to run ftrongly againft you, 
I muft confefs that Theology feems to ad- 
judge you the Prize. 

The Philofophy of Souls, fays Ph il ande r, 
is fo abftrufe, an4 the Philofophers here ib 
intangled, confufed, and divided, that tho' 
they have very well (hewn, that as Men we 
are wondroujlv made^ and as fbme pf them 
righdy concluded, fox future Bkijienee i yet 
as the Manner of this was what their Rea- 
fon could never attain to, and what muft 
therefore, if ever, be learnt in a different 

School, 
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School, it evinces at once both the PPortti 
and the ^rutir of the Gofpelj as might be ca- 
fily fhewn, were there Time for it, more at 
large. But it is Time for us no w> I beEeve, 
to adjourn till to Morrow. 

When I fhall expeft you, fays^ Thec- 
PHiLUs, to rtieet at my Houfe. To which 
agreeing the Conference ended. 

D I A t O G U E nt. 

AS the Morning waa agreeaUy Shady, 
after two or three Turns in l%eophilus\ 
Garden, it was proposed by Ckito fa fit. 
in the Arbour, in whieh beiflg featedTflfED- 
PHiL us -began, as follows. 

I am amazed, fays he to PbUander^ when 
I come to refled: on your Evidence, tliat T 
could overlook it fo loing^as T have dbfie/ 
There is one Objedlon however that I 
have not mention *d^ and which appears to 
be fomething confiderable. It is takfan 
from the Account St. P^^ gives us of his! 
being caught up to the third Hea^eh^ andJ' j- ' 
radift'y from which it is not orYly inferred, th« 
thefe two are two different Places, and the 
latter efpeciafly meant of the feparate State, 
but alfo that die Soul is: capable of celeftial 
Pleafur«, andean partake of Enjoyments:" 
of this Kind without a Body, he receiving 

thefe 
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thefe Vifions at a Time as he tells us twice 
ovegy when whether he was m, or aui cf 
the Body be could not tell \ that is, as fome 
conceive when he wasfloned titLyJlra^^ni\ 
drawn out of the City, fuppos'd to be dead, 
or according to others at bis firft Conver- 
iion, when he was three Days without Sight, 
and neither did eat nor drink. 

As to the firft of thefe Inferences, replies 
Philandsr, that the third Heaven, and 
Paradife are different Places, and that the 
latter of thefe is the Manfion of feparatc 
Souls, it is I know an Inference which 
ipme have drawn from it, tho' as others 
think without any fufficient Reafon. 1 grant 
indeed the Words of the j^ofilt do feem to 
il^ttn^ate a certain Difference, or that the* 
third Heaven and Paradiie are not ia alf 
R:efpe6ts ofte and the iame ; but then they 
ipay difiis^ no odierwifc than as ^e Garden 
i^'-Edm <tid fvonH't^at Eden in which it was 
ntuatei or as tHo moft iplendid and glorious^ 
Paf^ of any Region does from the Reft of 
the Region around iti This I cannot but 
think the moft eafy an(i natural Senfe of it, 
that he was lycx Oidy rti^t to the third Hea^ 
veftf whicfak miift no ddttbt afford Scenes of 
a-Ycre eoctraordiilaiy Nature, but even into 
iheJraradtfaicai and moft biifsjid Part of 
it^ the Cky, Coart> and Poradije of God i 

ij but 
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but which that it is any Part of the Domain^^ 
of Death, or intended* to fignify Scenes. oJf 
iiiferiour Happinefsj I fee nothing at all in* 
the Scriptures to tempt our Belief of> bixt 
rather Reafons that lead to the Contrary"^ 
And as for the other Inference, that Souls 
are capable of feparate Huppinefs without a 
Body, it is not only an Inference, ithc 
Apojllc'% Words yf^ hardly bear, but fuch 
as falls (hort pf the Proof of a feparate State 
if they would j as what has been, .or may 
be, on fpecial Occafions is ojie Tbingy and 
what is common, or fliall be another. Nor 
does it feem any Part of the ApoJHes Doubt ^ 
whether he was alive ov dead at the Time' 
he had thefe Revelations: but only whether^ 
he had them Bodily, or only mentally i'h) 
Way of Trancey as we call it or Extafe^i : 

You are very dextrous fays GRiTOi ia 
warding off all the Proofs foe Immortality ; 
but \yhat after all do ypu : make . of \ , the 
^umafi ;Soul.? 1$ if- orJy :the: Z(j)&rrcrf 
the Body, or Ibmethinfg diftind from it ? 

That's a Qaeftipn, I.own*, fays EaiLAN- 
DER, I am not prdp^r'd for. I willnot 
pretend to be wife beyond whaiVwrittOT, 
nor will 1 darken Gpunfel by Wocdfi I with- 
out Knowledge^ As Qo^im plainly: jc-f? 
veal'd a Rcfurrtdtion, I can leave it to"hiiri' 
to perform it without knowing further j nor. 

do 
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(jto I doubt in the leaft but our Niatures will 
well cQrrefpond with it, -tho' it is not re-. 
v«al'4 to us Jbpw. il£,l fbould aik you, what 
Lfife is, perhaps you'd be puzzled to tell me^ 
tho' yoii fee and experience the Effects of 
it every Day.; 

. It is very true, fays Theqphilus, we 
koow fp littlQ, even how to: account w^a( 
we experience , daily, that in all Cafes of this, 
Kind we ought to relie on the Scriptures, 
and (hould not prefume to ramble beyond 
our Qpide« ' 

As . l^ey ' have : then brought us, . fays: 
CrIto, Opce more on. the Stage of the 
Wprld, fuppoie we go on to enquire what 
§tigp they condu£t us to next ? 

With all my Heart, fays Philandjbr, 
but here! refifin to THEOPHaus to take 
the Speaker-s Place on him once again. 

Let me then refume it, fays Th£ophilu9^ 
by Acknowledging firft to Philander^ that 
with Regard to the Point we have been 
lafl debating, I am fo much the wifer for 
JUfn. . We have been now for fbme Time, 
among the filent Dead, ileeping quietly, and 
without any Impatience, till their Re« 
deemer (hall come to awake them : which, 
tho' we were not inclined to affent to at 
firft fetting out. I believe we are fatisfy'd 
PQW i&; the. Dgdtrine of Scripture, and. a 
^ ^ H Doiftrinc 






i>Q£lririe that feems to fait wkh every f^iMt 
of it. I iuppc^ I need ficA prove the "Re^ 
Jurre^iony nor ihde^ oan^I tmnk it'A Mat« 
ler that ftands in tkeed W it,, if we ei^ief 
rightly eonltder the Nature - of God, or ei 
Man : And that every moral Proof for a 
fiitUre Recompence \% oti the prefent Scheme 
a Proof of th« Point hef^w© us, fiut hoW- 
eVel- needlefs it may be. (o prove this, |t may 
be ufeful perhaps to take a brief Survey of 
lit, if. it be only to (hew; us the Benefits 
thence arifing, and vvhich Philander ha» 
juft replitc^d vx thieir^rop6r Lightv For it is 
liotnowtobc^look-d<m as only a trifling Ad^ 
ditioA} ^ur^//offUtiij;e'Ha|^inefe depends 
on it ; nor need we -therefore to wonder tiie 
Gofpel {hould lay fuch a Strefs ofi it > the 
Reftorer of Lifeappears^^tf^ndbaring-Cha'^ 
rader ; gttd the ab^ifi^ng l>eath M- Affiui* 
of the ut4»eft Impdrcajftce.' - But our Lerd 
did not merely come ilMLt we mi^ ha%e 
Life^ but that we might haVe it as he ikys^ 
tmre ahimdantfy : that we might have it re^ 
ftor'-d with> Advantage, and with fevtea^j 
^d glorious Improvements* // $s:Ji4i^i 
ikys UiQ'ApcMcj in Gom^fiMy ifu POifidiH 
Incarriiptiw: B is fiwn in DiJlenauPy iPh 
raifed in Ghry : It isfiywn ik tViaknefi\ it it 
raifedin Power: It is fewn a natural B$dji^ 
it is raifidH$J^itual Sh^, Thtfe are £)(•« 
• ....-. prefGons 
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preflions, which how uaablc focv«r wMnrfayV 
be to attain the full Senfe of, are yet «fr-l 
pr6ffive» a) mult her leeh at firft Sight lof a 
Diuch noble Life than the prefent. Fo^ thdl: 
fliaH fbh Corruptible put on Incorrupt ion, mlh 
this Mortal put on Immortality y u^ then 
(hall be br6ught to pafs the Saymg thaf is 
written, Death is fw allowed upinVftldrf. 
Then fliall thcfe our ^ik Bodiei, thcfe Bo- 
dies of iur Humiliation^ be form*d - andr^ 
i^QoioiidL^^ drift's glorious Bvd)\y andfiiine 
as tlM Sun in the Kingdom of our^ heawnip 
Father ; as the Bri^stnefs of the Eimwnent^ 
acid as the Stars for ever and over. . Inftead^ 
of weak arid Jieble, as at prc&nt, we fliitt: 
then be ,aa Angjcls tbat exccll in Sfrengfh : > 
and this our natural^ and earthy Fabrick be, 
chongsfl to'Hcbvenlyj' Spirifual, Ad -^i^- 
Ikki Fop. thcfe ate ^o cele/iial BdSiisii and* 
Bodies ferre/lriai]: But the Glory of the jG?-,* 
lejlial is one, . and the Glory of the l^erre/lrial 
It ariocher. And as we h^e born the 
kaage df 1^6 Eartby-y we fliall alfo bea^ 
dbdlliia^ of thelfcdwwi^ Notlhat^//^ 
Dirir/Zfli^l rife tihkis dMtlied with. G&r)r,ef 
bear die Image of die hethenfy AiAni\ for 
there is it tv^ofolid' RefurrfctVion^ dne oJ? 
the Juft,^ and one of the Unjuft, of tbi& 
former ckiy of whidi We muft hehe uridfer*^, 
ftand tbe':4M^^>\ ^ it is liot likelythat any^ 

H 2 fuch 



fachiklofnaur ihall iall to the Share of the 
Later.^V ■ 

TChere are feveral Qaeftions frequently^ 
ffcrtied here, but \yhich, tho' of great Per- 
jjlexity, feembut of -fmall Utility. Some 
are^ forjj|tippofing the Jlefurredtion of the 
Tuft « Sthoufarid Years before that of the 
Unjiift, and for inttfeducing between them ' 
a thoufand Yearis^. Reign of raifed Saints j " 
which according to fome is. extended to all 
in general, but according to others to Mar^ 
tyi^s zndCbfffe^s xmly. Some again make 
this precede thtConJlagratim^ and others on 
the contrary ta follow after it ; but botb 
SSdes labour under ftrong Objedions; very 
eafy'^to "fee, but that puzzle tixtai extremely 
to anfwer. 

1 am fo little acciuajnted, fays CRFTa^ 
V^ith thefe Opinions, that if it would not 
detain us too longi I fhotrld' be glad, of a. 
little more Knowledge of them. 

They feem, fays Theopk'ilus, fti have 
riferi chiefly, arid a^fome think wholly, from 
Ae folldwingPaflSige [Rev.XK. i,&c:}yf»it 
I'fow an *uAgel tvme Swnfrom Heofoen^ bA-- 
'mng the Key of\he botiomM Pit, and a Chain ' 
in- his Hand^ And he laiaholdtm the Dragon: 
that old S^pent^' which is the Devil and Satan^ 
and bound him a -thoufand Tears^ arid cafi him 
hlothehoitomkfs^it^and Jkuthim'tip, and 
ii. : ■ fet 
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fet n Seal upon hintj that be Jloould deceits the 
Nations no more^ till the. looo Tears Jbofild 
h< fulfilled: And gftertbat he mufi be loofid 
a Uttk Seafati. .^4 If^'^ l^roneSj md tbey 
fat upon tbem^ and "judgment was given unto 
them : And I faw, the Souls, of them that were 
beheaded for the Witnefs of Jefus^ and fir the 
Word(fGod^ (ind "which bad tiM worjl^ipped 
the Bea/i^ neither his Image^ neither bad re^ 
ceivediis Mark on their Forehiads, or intheir 
Hands \ and they livd and reign d with Chrijl 
a looo Tears. But the reft of the DeadUved 
not again untill the looo Tedjrs were fnijhed* 
^his is the firjl RefurreBum. Bteffka and 
Holy is he that hath Pott in dhe frji Refur^ 
reflion: on fucb the fecond\^Deatb hath no 
Power ^ but tbeyjhall beFrieJls ifGody and of 
Cbrijl^ andfhall reign with him a i ooo TearSi. 
And when the looo Tears were expired^ Satan 
Jhall be loofedmt (f the Prijon^ andjhallgo 
out to decei^ve the Nations^ which , 4r^ in four 
^tfarters of the Earthy Gog and M(igogi tpga'^ 
ther them together to Battle: dje Numier tf 
whom is as the Sand of the Sea. And thty 
went up on the Breadth of the Earthy andcont- 
pafsdthe Camp of the Saittts about y and the be^ 
Joved City : and Fire came downjtom God oid 
. of Heaven y and devoured them. ■- 

This the Millennari^s contend is to be 
junderflood in a literal Senfe\ and to this 
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Jkifurr^^on Mt thty wont to rei^r all thst. 
k any whore faid df tibe ;9^ie^ Heaven^ and 
«li? w^w JS«r/^, of the RBjurreSlion if thi 
^fiu/i^ and of ^ nenv yerufalem ; which i& 
Hate meant, as they fay, by the Moved Gtyy^ 
in which th? Sftipts then raifed from the 
Dead ihal) reign with Chrift for the Space,^ 
IIS St. yo&n here fyy^ of a tboufand Tears. 
But then if this be fuppos'd before the Corh- 
Jfagrati^y or before (he Deftruftion of the 
Heavens ^nd Earth y^hicb are mwy [iu Pet. 
J, 7.] it iieither agrees with the Scr^uresj, 
nor yet with the Reafon of Things. For 
to what End ihould the Saints be rais'd to 
live in this World, before the Wicked are 
ftll deftroy -d out^-of it ? Or where (hall we 
$nd oiit Seats for their Reception ? Seat« 
<W>rthy, or any way proper for fuch a Pur-^ 
fek ? Or tih^t it JChal| be worth their while 
tQ be rais'4 to enjoy ? And what eveq n^ore 
"diao Madnefs npiuA leize the Nations to at-^ 
tetnpt to war with this iminortal Army: of 
fq lay Siege to this heavenly City ? And this 
foo, even during the Tinne of the Pay of 
Judgment, and in the very Fju^c, as one 
may fay oJF the Judges, who according t€it 
&me Aall refide there, or according im 
others, appear inf his Glory in View of 'thf 
'Earth, the vifible Deity, and auguft King. 
^A^d^^we fixppicife it qn the othef Hand 
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after the C^njlagratim^ and the Perdition^ as 
St Peter ikys^ rf imrndfy Men^ and in that 
new Earth wherein aweUetb Rigbteoufmfs^ it 
ituift puzzle us to account for thefe Na-- 
tians of Sinners^ or for the letting Satan loofe^ 
£t>m his Confinement, as is here faid, to 
go out to deceive tbeM. 

Thefe are Things that feem to militate 
ftrongly againft the Millennaries^ or againil 
zMiJ/emiuin in any fuch Senfe as they con- 
tend for, let them place it wherever they 
will. There is nothing indeed irreligious 
in modern Chiliafm^ and I am io far from 
grudging the Martyrs this Prebeminencei 
that 1 could very readily give into his Opi^ 
oion, if it was not encumbred with fo many 
Dijfficukies^ and fome of them fuch as ap- 
pear to be unfurmoimtabk. And yet it i& 
certain thefe Words do foretel a Millennium 
in ibme Senfe, or in fome Senie relate to a 
Millennial Kingdom^ or to fome fuch Refur^ 
re&ion of the Chriftian Church, as in which 
tiie )Sw/r of the primitive Martyrs (hall ieem 
fevivd^ and the Power of Vice and And^ 
cJxriil be fo aboltfli'd^ iJtet all the Kingdoms 
efthe World jhall hecome the Kingdoms ofoun 
Gtid aftd of his Cbrijl^ and the Kingdom and 
JOommon^ as defcrib'd i» Daniel^ [vii, 27,} 
jind the Greatnefs oj the Kingdom under the 
whole Heaven, Jhall he given to the Peoplf of 
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tie Saints oftbemfi Higb^ whoje Kingdom is 
4in everla/iihg kingdmii and all Domini ons 
^U ferve and obey him. 
' And thefe, no doubt, muft be happy and 
glorious Times, beyond any the World has 
ever y^ experienced^ and be as 8t. Paul fays, 
[Rom. xi, 15.] as Life from the Deadr or as 
a Kind of RefurreSion of the Church in this 
WoHd ; exprefs-d here by ^SiRefurre^ion ofC 
Soub'y and ^frji RefurreStion^ in Orditrper^"- 
haps to diftinguifli it from that true and' 
proper one, arid that yet more perfeSl Reno^"^ 
nsation of Things th2X follows after it ; as tbe^ 
Camp of the Saints^ and which feemiS to con- 
fine it to the Church jetntilitanty may' be 
alfo a Mark to diftingui(h ^v^bekved City 
fi'om the City of God, prepared for the 
Church triumphant*, and the prior Reign 
for the Term of 1000 TearSy from thafe of 
Reigning for ever and ever. 
^; You will prefentty fee why I diitinguifii 
thefe Things, and that it has been chiefly 
owing to the Want of this, that Men have 
been fo perplext and divided, with regard 
to thefe Things as they have beeit. The 
CSnliaJls have much to fay, and much their^ 
Jldverfaries : arid if in fbrrte Parts of 'the* 
Argument Viftory feems on one Side, ii 
.Items in* others again on the other. 'For that 
G6dw will have a Kingdotn on Earth, hot 

only 
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^tHj before^ but. even after the true Refilr^ 
^ci&ion^ is not merely aii Inference from 
bme <)bfcure and mpre myflical PaiTages ; 
)nt from, the general Stream and Current 
>f the Scriptures ; hot indeed upon Earth 
Q the prefent degenerate State of it, but in 
he Earth renew'd and purg<i from every 
i^urfe, and fuch as is not confin'd to the 
Term' bf a looo Years, but may continue 
ir ought, we know, to all Eternity, neither 
iibjedl to any Invafions from Gogs or Ma-- 
'og*Sj or any Satanivk Attempts whatfocver. 
rhe Words of St Peter ^ are (o clear in this 
^aie, that it is impofCble for us to fix any 
Senfe on them, without involving ourielves 
a a Labyrinth of Difficulties, that we (hall 
ind it very hard to get out of. 

•* The Adverfaries of this Opinion," fays 
Dr. Burnet J [State of the Dead, pag. 260.] 
' convert into Allegories whatever has been 
^dd by the Prophets concerning this new 
Eleaven, and this new Earth, and fo pre* 
bend to elude it; but the forefaid Difcourfe 
iEBt. Peter about thefe fame new Heavens 
and new Earth, can by no Strength of hu« 
man: Underflanding, :and no human Art, be 
refolvM into Allegories, or wrefted frpm the 
literal Senfe. .It is exprefly ordain*d, and: 
influftrioufiy inftituted, taihew the mutable 
Nature of Things, and a fucceffive three* 

:. fol4 
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fold W(H^ ; I mean the natural WorS^ 
concerning ivhich ; the Diipute was with 
thofe Scoffers. And it is remarkable, that 
b)^ the Words .fl^^n;rif and Earth j the He^ 
irews undefftood the vilible World, or the 
Nature of Things; But let us, if you pleafe^ 
take a View of the Words of the Apofllej 
relating to this Matter. [iiPet. 3, 1 1, 12, 13.] 
Seeing then f bat all theJi^Tbings pall be dip 
filvdy what Manner ofFerfom ought we to be 
in all holy Converjation ondGodhnefs-y looking 
for^ and bajiing unto the Coming of the Day of 
Godj wherein the Heavens iiing on Fire^ Jball 
he dijbh)dy andth Elements JhaU: melt with 
fervent Heat. ^ Neverthelefs we^ according t6 
his Promije, lookj^r new Heavens y and a new 
Earthy wherein dwelleth Righteoufnefs. 

There are ieveral Things in this Di/eour/e 
of the Apoflle, which compared with what 
precedes it3 plainly difcover,, that dbe Wordi 
new Heaven and new Earthy are confinU ill 
their Signification to the vifihle and natural 
World : Firft, the Focce, the Ufc,. aiid di0 
Signification of the fame Words, of of the 
&nie Phrafeo|ogy, in the Verfbs th^ are 
antecedent taitii:Second>f, the very Formj 
Stru^fhife, «nd: Context esf the Speech; fay 
which this. |lenovation is exprefs'd ; and . 
laftly, the Ti»)e of which it relates^ All 
^efe ape ib r^any Witness,. iWhich pmv^ 
l^ - that 



tfaatthe ApofUe htreipeajcs of material and 
naif and fk>t iintgioary and allegorical Earth 
and Heavens. As for the firft Pcoof of this, 
tbfi iame DiSion,; or die fame Manner of 
Speaking, no lets dian twice occurs to us 
in this very Chapter. In the fifth Verfe of 
it we have, the Earth, ami tie Hayveni nohicb 
formerly wcre^ or which are pail, that is to 
&y, the antediluvian World* In the feventh 
Verie we have, the Earth and the JieoTfem 
fwbicb mw arei that is, which are prefent to 
us, or the Poft^diluvian World. Laftly, in 
the thirteenth Verfe we find; the nevo Ibm- 
vem^ and new Earthy that are to come, that 
18, alter the Conflagration. Butnowfince^ 
hf At Confent of ail, the Heavens and the 
Eapth^ hoth in the £fth and the feventh 
Verfe, are to be underflood literally of the 
XQatcrial and natural Frame and Stru(5h]re of 
the E^rth and Heavens, I would fain know 
hy what Right, or by what Rule of inter- 
preting, we can be jufHfy'd in wrefting of 
the very feme Words, or the very fame Ex- 
prefSon, in the fame Chaffer, in the fame 
Cpntext, in the CcMitinuation of the fame 
Ac^ument, to a foreign Signification I So 
ih^t by the 6rfl and fecbnd Paflage, we un- 
derflaod the natural World ; but a figura- 
tive and allegorical World by the third 
|^(#lge ; a^d this without the leajfl Mark 
. . from 
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from the Author, thatrhe .fiasxhaogd hit 
jStyle, or the leaf): Necef&ty ion thd Part of 
jthc:fubjeft 'Matter-, /- 

: But riow Secondly, thciFdrm.of this 
.Difcourfe, and the Manner by which it is 
coherent With> and' dependent on what pre- 
sides it, both equallyiteftfy. the fame Thing. 
vAfter the ApplUe.hkd defciib'dthe Burning 
jof tbc.prefent Worlds he! adds, . JS«?, . or tie- 
f\)etth€lys )we expeSi new Heavens^ and a new 
Earth.: He fubftitutes thefe new Heavens 
and/tliis new. Earth in the Room of thofc 
iSaS^ were burnt and perifti'd,* thefe then 
2X111^; lie of the fame 'Kind with thofe that 
periih-'d, that is to fay, inaterial, and not 
allegorical ; which is the iamc Thing as if 
theAposftle had faid, tho*I prefent Heavens 
and the prefent Earth muft one Day pepflij 
as we have already explain d to ybu; yet 
jiere will not be an abfolute End, :(whidi 
perhaps you ;fufpe<Si:,) but only . a Rjeaova*- 
tion of all Things ; for we expeft, accoxd'- 
ing to the Promife. which we have received 
from God, that other Heavens, and another 
Earth, in which the Righteous fhall dwell, 
will fucceed thofe which are noWi. But 
^rrdly and laftly, fince this new. World, or 
this Renovation, be it what it will, is not to 
appear till after the general- Conflagration, 
.we: may certainly infer from therTim^ that 

■ by 
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by ihis Reoo^atioh cannot be Uhderftood 
any evangelical lU[haration, (as bur alie* 
goHcal AdverfarieB^e^leas'd to aflert,) or* 
any other in this Life. And thefe Argu- 
ments, unle&l am miftaken, prove unan- 
ftverably, thatithe Heavens and Earth, in 
diis Diicourfe of the Apoftle, are to be taken» 
according to the genuine Force of theWordsi 
and the manifeft Nature of the Thing/' 
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YOU havefheard, 'fays Theophtlus, 
die Arguments of Dr.. Burnett for 
uflderftanding Sl P^^'i ftew Heaven and 
Earthy in the moft obvious and literal Senfe 
of thcan : and fo far as this, I believe, mufl: 
allow ithatifaearguesjufHy.: But when he 
comes to apply >me&< Things to his: Mi lien- 
mum^ he is then iDbliged to produce G^ and 
Magog out' of the -Mud, which tnakes the 
whoAe biit a muddy Efypotbefis. Others again,, 
on the contrary, are for only a moral Change^ 
here,.and that all that IS meant by this jse^w 
Earth and Heavens^ has. only regard to the 
ye^*s Rejhraiien^ or 'to their Commfrm to- 
wards the End of the World, and tbefiow^ 
ing in of all Natitms unto them : or that thefe 
new Heavens and Earth mean only the 
Gofpel State, .in either a kweri as now, or 



i %id9^ Degcbe. of; Perfeaioill^ it'Oiail 
be at :tfats future Ccsmtffidci. But this is 
gtving iUch 1 wretehcd:DCiii0 of thtnly that 
by the. fame Way of iisterpretimg we nukj 
explain away every Promife df ibture Hap^ 
pineis in all the Scriptures : nor indeed wilt 
the Words of St. Fetri" beat this Scnfe of 
them, orallow Qsto ondeii^aad tbcmof any 
thing, antecedent tolheCS?i^tg^,ius4herbdx*^. 
prefs'd, of' the Day of Go J. Whether there- 
fore we take up with one, or tke^ other of 
thefe Expofitions, we find ourfelves pinch'd 
and gxav^'d with miny Diffictiltids^ aiKd^iC 
certait^,. Something withitt us feraohftrafts 
duS) isi-not t&e Scnf&of ihkm. jUnni* jfifa^- 
ven (md< Earthy and fudh as wberem ^wdU 
Rigbteotifiw^ ind^^ muck more pecfcS 
Stattrthsm any in.tluBWarkli^ ibtf nrisplamljr 
here JEbrelold by thd'iil^loftte^ a< State be-o 
Ibngro^g tor the Jufb ih.gdiierd> and in<cY«ry 
Age and $tatb cS; thb Chufdi whatever. 

,' LetBt^ tfaeh talM tht»'Wonism thisikioftr 
natucai Seo& of them^i and -inftead of ap^ 
piyxDgitfaeid tQ:^ti\yobiiMiihnmttmy lecus*' 
go oiDtd.ap^y ^m^o* a State fliU iu6ure> 
and wd may ^thea uodeddand thtloi'in the" 
fiilleft Senifcof them^ a:nd at the lame Time 
itte ouriilves fiom^ much Perplessity. For. 
St. Peter ha$: nathii^to do with St. Johns 
Mi//(nmam^ ■. 9cs«.Wafi it to his Purpofe to) 

i: concern 



concern himfelf with it, or to take Notice 
of any other Scripture PromHes than fiidtk 
as relate ^to the Icighteous in general; buc 
it being the Province of St. John to tceat of 
the Chriftian Church in every Stage of ic 
kom firft to laft ; he firft defcrihes its Op- 
preffion under Anticbrift -, then its DeUve«* 
Ruice in- the firft Refurredtion^ of' the 
BDiUennial Reign of the Saints ; and. tfaeii 
after he has placed the Judge on the Throne 
of Judgment, and rai^'d the Dead at the 
End of this MiUenniuniy he introduces at 
kft the new Heavens and Earth of St. Pa^r^ 
Imt v^ithoiit either Gogs or Magcgs to raife 
Diftui^bances, or any limited Time of D»- 
natkn^^ and leaving the Juft in the happy 
PolTeflion of this new Worlds he then clofes^ 

• 

t^M^ Scene as St. F^&t had done before ham, 
a0d'ihx>ps the Curtain on the Fate of Man J 
This is what appears to me to be the 
Scripture Syftem, and to agree with the 
Letter of^rtpture' the beft df any : and aa 
tt helps OS focafily over the principal Diffi^ 
culties, we muft not conaiplain if ibmo. little 
ones (till remain, or fome few: Phrafes that 
We' c^n't fee the full Senfe of Nay, it is fa 
hx adapted indeed to e^ry Party, that ie 
gives them every Thing the moft valuable 
in their fevcral Syftcms, or that they cart 
thinkr it worlli while to contend for. If it 

is 
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isearnefUy pleaded by fame,. that ^t.^phn^ 
MiUmtuum nkans . <)ii}y. a morevprpfpcroiis 
State.cJf. the:Church.in:'|6bls: Woild:: \\%. is 
here explained ' according to theii' Likings 
If others infift on the literal Sfenfc. of certaift 
Scriptures^ ^as containing ia ^rotnife the Ji«(| 
ihaU inherit the! iJE^/i&> and. ail :the Jo)^ o| 
the divine. JeruJaJemc it is grtoted: ^eilK 
here, in the fiillefl: arid properfeft.Senfe of it, 
And if others, diidaining all temporal and 
tranfient Enjoyments, pant after the eternal 
Delights? of Heavfenaad Paradife, or:fhe En-^ 
joymems of God- • and Chriit,! and Sairtls, 
and Angels: the new" Heari^s and Earth 
of the Scriptures havd all that they yixih for; 
nor. can even: thciir QVtn fkYX)urit€:^yfteni, 
prefent them with more. . j 

vThe Chiurchi (hall reigA^ .as is .foretold^' 
ialhis' World,jand theiPoWercff i^tfichrj^ 
bccrufli'd aad broken* ;i^5^fe,JJ<^W/^<?Tyitfi/ 
come out o/jSioriy andjhall turn Ofway tmmi* 
Unefsfrom Jacob i ' hfe ftiall reftore'thc iu/^-^f 
domto the Houie of ^/7^/, and reign asJCing: 
on the Throne of his Father David; and nob 
onfy be oWn!d and rev.er'fl as the Kif^ of^ 
the Jews J but as the Prince of the Kings (^ 
the Earth. All the Prophecies (hall receive 
their Accomplifliment, and the once fufFer- 
ing Cbrifi (bine ,thc glorioyfly reigning 
Meffiah. See then here a millenial King* 

dom! 
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^otnl but not of the Deadi, but of" Saints 
2s yet living in this World : and a MiUm- 
fium io far from hurtful to Chriftiah 
Princes, that it ihall be the Strength and 
Glory of their feveral Kingdoms ! A King- 
dom typical of one yet more glorious, and 
of a much more perfect Renovation of all 
Things eVe long to fucceed, when he that 
fits on the Throne (hall fay, / make all 
Things new : — And be that over comet b Jljall 
inherit all Things j and I will be bis Gody and 
heJhaUbe my Son. When the Meekjlxillin^ 
herit the Sarthy (the new Earth wherein 
dwelleth Righteoufnefs,) and Jhall delight 
themfehes in the abundance of Peace. And 
the new jferufalem (hall defcedd from Hea- 
ven, the continuing City to come^ \Hcb. xiii. 
14,] the Jerufalem whtch is above^ [Gal. iv, 
i6.j and which conieth down out of Heaven 
from Gody[Rev. iii. 12.] and the Tabernacle 
of God fliall be with Men [xxi. 4.] And 
there fball be no more Curfe : but the Throne of 
God a7id of the Lamb Jhall be: in it\ and his 
Servants Jhaltferve him* And tBey Jhall fee 
bis Face-, and his Name Jlmll be in their Foro 
heads. And there Jhall be no Night there ^ and 
they Med no Candle y neither Light of the Sun ; 
for the Lord God giveth them Light : and, they 
Jhall reign for eMer a7id ever. [xxii. 3, 4, 5.J 
T^is fome fay indeed, Is the miHeimial 
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City J or a City that fhall come out of Hea- 
ven to grace the Milhmium : while others 
contend it is only that earthly yerufalem^ 
that (hall be rebuilt at the Jews Rejloration. 
But if it is not meant of the fnal Seat 
of Happinefs, or the future Habitation of 
jtijl J\J[en made perfeSi, it will be hard I ima- 
gine to find where this is treated of, or 
where the Scripture promifes any Thing 
more magnificent>"than what is apparently 
comprehended in this yerufalem. For it is 
apparently join'd with the moft glorious 
Promifes of enjoy iftg the Prejence of God^ 
and * that for ezrr. The Wicked of all 
Kinds are e3<cluded out of it, and aflign'd 
their Portion in the Lake ofFire^ which is 
expredy dcclar'd to be the Jeccmd Death. It 
13 twice proclaim'd that thefe Sayings are 
true and fuitbfuL And as it is dcclar'd oii. 
one Hand, which feems to prbvc it of uhiV 
verfal Concernment, BleJTed are .they that do^ 
his Commandments^ that they may have Right 
to the T^ree of Llfe^ and may enter in thro tljfi^ 
Gat(S into the City : So it is exp'refly declar/d,' 
on the othct Hajrifd, that tfariy ' Ma?i fiiJl 
take away from the Words of the Book of ''this 
Prophecy 3 Oodjhalltake away his Part outt^ 
the Book of Life ^ and out tifthe.^ hdfy Gty^ and 
from the J%ings which dre written in ihh 

Book. But how is this f^ "ht ^rvt if we 
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We no Concern with it9 and it belongs 

only to Martyrs f or fuch as are yet unborn t 

h ^ort whatever Men mean by thisi when 

engaged in Controversy yet when out of 

Controveriy, all agree on all Sides, to bor-* 

row their beft Accounts of future Happiner», 

from what is faid in the Scriptures relating 

to this new Worlds and to this holy and 

heavenly City, nor can they mention a Pro- 

oiiie in Scripture of any Thing greater, or 

more fublime, as I obferved but jiift pow^ 

than is here to be found. 

And ^^ there is certainly/' as one fays^ 
\^Horfs Sermon on the Kingdom of Chriift.] 
^' no Kind of NeceJJity for our being removedi 
at any Time, from this our proper World 
to another, fiace God can render this World 
as happy as he pleafes, his Prefence being 
iofimte, and his Glory capable of being dii-- 
plaj'd in ten thoufaod Worlds as well as iti 
one; and in this World of purs as well ^% 
in any other Part of the Univerie. ^eiides* 
if this RenK)val were to take place^ ai^l. wft 
were to be tranfplaated to ^Mit one JPart of 
the Univerfe, fupposd to be happy jn a pe- 
culiar Manner, our World would than be 
rendered ufelefs, and a Void ber left in . 
Ood\ Works. Nay, on this SuppQfitipn,, 
as all other ii;telligent Creatures^ ^ who in- 
the Scale of Being are fuperior to us, would: 

I 2 have 



[ii6] 

have an equalTitk, atlcaft, to this one happy- 
Place, all other Parts of the Univerfe would 

be deferted. From thefe Confiderations 
am Inclined to believe, that the Kingdom o 
Godj as it refpefts Mankind^ £ball even ia. 
its moft perfeil State be enjoy 'd here. And, 
as far as I can perceive, the holy Scriptures 
favour this Opinion; for St. Peter tells us, 
that even after the Diflblution of the Ele- 
ments by Fire, we arc to expedt new Hea-^ 
vens and ane^vEarth wherein dwelleth Righte^ 
oufnefs. This however I have no doubt of, 
that the Kingdom of Gody fo long as it 
continues under i^t Admintjlration (^Cbrijl, 
(hall be enjoy 'd upon Earth." 

I pretend not here to fettle every nicety, 
nor am I difpos'd to difpute or contend 
about every Trifle, The Uree or the Water 
of Life (hall be taken literally y or (iich as 
pleafe (hall take them metaphrically. They 
(hall drink of the new Wine^ if they plea(e, 
in the Kingdom of God ; or, if they plea(e, 
they* (hall let it alone. Thefe are fmall Cir- 
Gumftdntials that little affeft the main 
Sy(l^m 5 but that there (hall come a Time 
when the Meek JJ^ll inherit the Earthy and 
God's JVillbe done on Earth as it is in Heaven^ 
k muft be very imprudent, I think, to dif- 
pute away thefe Things, unkfs we could 
fubftitute fomethiqg more grand in their 
^ ^ Roonv 



Room, or feed our Hopes with Ibmething 
oiore fublime, than a new Creation fonnd 

Dh Purpofe for us, a City of God, 

Troops of Angels^ and glorify'd Saints. 

The yudg£ of all, and Jefus the Medi- 

atour. If this will content us, the 

Scripture new JVorld^ has all this for us, and 
eee mufl be very unreafonable, if all this 
ivill not do it. 

As for my Part, fays Crito, it fatisfies 
me very well. 

But I mufl own, fays Philander, mine's 
fuch a roving Fancy, that I can hardly be 
&tisfy'd with only one World. 

I am forry, fays Theophilus, that I can- 
not gratify you ; but a new Heaven and 
Earth is no unall Space to range in, and 
eipecially one that wall have no more Sea ; 
and methinks when the Power of God is 
engaged to content us, there can be no great 
Danger of our falling ihort of it : tho' as to 
what Communication may be open'd with 
other Worlds, or what Difcoveries of them 
then be made to us, what new Improve* 
ments there may flill be added, or how 
often the Scenes may be changed in the 
Days of Eternity, is what at prefent we. 
cannot conjecture, and much lefs pretend 
to determine. The Scripture here thinks 
proper to draw the Curtain : And as all 
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bey6nd this is referv'd in the Secrets of 
God, I dare prefume to conduA you no 
further. 

It is enough, fays Philander, I can 
truft to God : nor do I doubt in the leaft, 
notwithftanding my former Expreflion, but 
that wejhall befatisfied when we awake with 
bis Likenefu 

I have often wondred fays Crito, at 
thofe lofty Phrafes fo often met with in the 
fewijh PropbetSy and the pitiful Senfe our 
rXpofitors commonly give of them, as if 
they meant no more than the Return from 
Baiylorij or to exprefs the Happiness of 
thefegQlJ>el T'imes : but now I fee they have 
a further Meaning, and that, as they fome 
of them plainly point at St. yobfiB Mil/en- 
nium, they fome of them fcem to carry 
our View>s flill farther, and even to lead us 
at Length to the promiied new Land of the 
Living. 

There is no doubt, ikys Theophilus, 
but they often point there, and that how* 
ever fulfilled in a hwer Degree in iSxtfiirmery 
their perfeSi Compfletion can otAy belong to 
the latter i when the End of the perfeSt 
Man (hall be perfe^ Peaces and the King- 
dom of Grace ripen into a Kingdom of 
Glory. 

But &ere is an Objedion to this I had 

almoft 
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dimc/i forgot to mention ', and which th o 
tuGly anfwer'd, fhould not be quite omitted. 
It is that this Kingdom is (111 a in the Scrip- 
hires the Kingdom of' Heaven-^ that our 
Saviour fpeaks of our Reward in Hea^je^y 
and of laying up for ourfelves Treafure hi 
Heaven 'j that our Converlation or Citizen- 
(hip is reprefented as hi Heaven ; and our 
future Innerltance as refcrv'd for us in Hea- 
ven; and that we are required to fet our 
AfFedtions on Things aiove^ and not on 
Things here ielcw on the Eartb. But to 
fliis it iseafilyanfwer'd^ that that \s a King- 
dom of Heaven, which is fet up or cre<Jtt<l 
hy the God of Heaven, or in which Cc(f, 
or the Heavens bear rule^ kt its Seat be 
whereever it will; and that as to every other 
Part of the CM^jedion, it may be allow'd to 
be true in the ftrifteft and propcreft Scn/c 
of it, without ciafliing any Way with this 
Hypothecs \ that our Reward is at prclcnt 
in Heaveny and the City of which wc arc 
DehiJbnSy and that we (hould not fuflfcr the 
Things now below to engrofs our AfFcftions, 
but (hould raifc them to thofe above, where 
God and Chrift are; and with whrnn our 
Life,^ as St. JPaul fays, is at prcfcnt hid-, but 
Oiall t>e reveaVd and made miinifeA at 
Cbriffs appearing^ when he flmll come, av 
foretold, and bring his Vteu^ard along with 
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him, and the yerufalem which is abwe the 
City which has Foundations y whofe Builder and 
Maker is Gody the heavenly Jerufalem fliall 
defcend Jrom Heaven, and Heaven and 
Earth fhall make but one Society, according 
to bis good P leaf are J which he haspurposd in 
bim/el/l that in the Difpenfation of the fulnefs 
of HimeSy he might gather together in one all 
\things in Chrifl^ both which are in Heaven j 
and which are on Earthy even in him. 
[Ephef i. 9, 10.] 

But are there not fome Phrafes, fays 
Crito, in the Defcription of this holy City, 
that feem to fuppofe it prior to the Dav of 
Judgment, notwithftanding its being here 
reprefented as following after it ? , 

It is true, fays Theophilus,' there are 
fome fuch Phrafes, nor is it Ht we (hould 
quite overlook them, fuch as, that theNatiom 
cf them that are faved fhall walk ifi theLight of 
it ; and the Kings of the Earth bring their 
Glory and Honour into it-, that the Leaves of 
fhe Uree are for the healing of the Nations*, 
and that without are Dogs aim Sorcerers, and 
fuch like, which feem s to lookatfirft as if 
fuch were flill at large, and had not as yet 
rcqeiy'd their fihal Doom. Xp which may 
likfewife be added, that after all this De- 
fcription we find it promised, behold I come 
quickly * And it is this, I b^eve, that has 
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prevail*d with mofl to think this City meant 
of the Millenniums or as deicriptive of fome- 
i\im^Jb&rt of our final Happinefs. But it . 
is not iinpoflible to adjufl all thefe Things^ 
if we do but confider them with fome At- 
tentioh> nor do they feem to want any 
Thing more than a right Explanation to 
make them agree with the reft of this fa- 
cred . Defcription. I would be far from 
poiitive in Affairs of this Kind, but think 
the following Senfe of thefe Phrafes may 
well be admitted of, as a probable Senfe at 
leafl, if not the true one. By the Nations 
then of them thatarq faved may be under- 
ftpod 'all the faved of all Nations ^ and by 
the Kings of the Earth bringing into it their 
Glory and Honour, that all regal Honour 
and Glory fliall there be concentred. By 
the Leaves of the Tree being for the heal- 
ing of the Nations may be denoted there 
rtiall be no n^ore Sickncfs, as. by Gods 
wiping away of all Tears, is to be under* 
flood there fhall be no more Sorrow : and 
by without are Dogs and Sorcerers, andfuch 
like, may be meant.no more than that fuch 
are excluded out of it,, or that none tliat are 
fuch thall be admitted intoit;And as to behold 
1 come quickly, being added to this De* 
fcription, if it be only confidered as a De* 
fcriptioii of fome thing future y and as what 
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^1$ not to l>e- in Reali^ till his Comit^^ iw^ 
-fliall find it . no Difficulty to account for 
^s, nor need we labour to fee its Pro- 
•pricty. 

It may indeed be attended with fbme 
Ittde Difficulty to conceive what can be 
meant by reignir^ in this new Wbrtd^ where 
^re (hall be none but the Jti/l to reim 
iover ; but sis this is not peculiar only to tins 
'^HfpotbeJiSj we are therefore no farther cod- 
cern'd with it, than to ufe our Endeavours 
in common with others, to find the Senfe 
of it* It may therefore mean, in the firfl 
•place, fbme peculiar Honours to beConfer'd 
)tm Jews or OSr^Aww beyond all otheirs. Or 
it may mean fome peculiar Pre-eminence 
given to Martyr Sy or to thofe oifuterior JH- 
tatnments^ and who may he raised above 
others as Archangels are above Angels^ or 
Khtgs or Rulers zhovc cofmnon Men. . Or it 
may only mean to live in a royal Manner^ 
txr as we fomctimes ftile it, Vie Jo maty 
•KsngSy in the full, perpetual, and fccure En- 
joyment, of even all the Delights that this 
ke^enfy King(kfrf can yield, and which are 
more man at preient pan enter our Hearts 
te ionceive. If we are generially apt, and 
as commonly thought wim good Reaibn, to 
have high Ideas of the firfl Creation before 
it was fuHicd and dcfornfd by Sin, tho* yet 
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this after^ aU was bot made for a State of 
Probation ; what muft wc think then of 
one made on Purpofe torecompcnceVirtacI 
And as the divine Reward of an approved 
Edelify to that Sovereign King erf" Kings^ 
and Lord af XiOrds^ to whom be Oloryadd 
Power everlaftingi . Bat not to muliply an^ 
more Words on the prefcnt Sutjedt, as th^ 
Time now calls tm us to make an End, let 
me clofc with the following Hynjn of Dr* 
IPkif$i and which is fo very iuitable.on this 
Occafion, that I dare fey it wiU pleafc you 
to hear it. It is a Scriptual View of the King- 
dom of God among Men, and cxprcfe*d^ in 
the following Terms. 

1 . TT O, what a glorious Sight appears 
I J To our beKeving Eyes ? 

The Earth, and Se^5 are pail away, 
And the old rolling Skies. 

2 . From Ae third Heav'n where God refides^ 
That holy, happy Place, 

The new yerufaletri comes down, 
Adorn'd with fliinining Grace. 

3. Attending Angels fliout for Joy, 
And the bright Armies fing. 

Mortals y behold the facred Seat ^ 
Of your defcending King. 
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4* 505^ God ofGhy down to Mtn^ — - 

Remtyues ms bleji Abode i 
Mm the dear Obje&s oj bis Grace^ 

And be the loving God. 

5. ISs mmfoft Hdndjball wipe tbe Tears^ 
From evry weeping JSyt, 

And Pains and droans^ and Griefs ondFears^ 
. And Death itfelfjhall die. 

6. How long, deair Saviour, oh how long, 
Shall this bright Hour delay f 

Fly fwiftcr round, yc Wheels of Time> 
And bring the welcome Dayi' 

To which allow me, fays Crito, widi 
Thanks to you both for your Trouble, to 
add thefe few Lines out of MiUm. 

The WorM (hall bum. and fifom her Aflies (pring« 
New Heav'n and^Earth, wherein the juft (hall dweu: 
And after all their Tribulations long. 
See golden Days, fruitful of gdden Deeds, 
Wi£ Joy and Love triumphing, and fair Truth. 



^e End of tbe Dialogues^ 
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APPENDIX. 

)r Letters refpcfting the forgoing Subjeft. 

Letter I. 

- - 

From Crito to Theophilus, -• 

CT" O U will wonder, I imagine, at re- 
Jl ceiving this, and pebbly think it a 
tie unreafonable, that I ^ould not only 
toble you with Queries when jJrcferit, but 
(b when abfeht ; and efpccially as \ had'tfe- 
ar'd myfelf fo well fatis^d befoiteW? 
tfted ; nor can I fay I am otherwife nowi* 
at the Scheme of Philander does not meet 
ith that eafy Reception here in Town^ that 
met with from iis in the Country. The 
)mmon Opinion runs fb ftrong againft it, 
tat ibme cenfure it as impious and irreligi- 
is, as tending to weaken our Obligations 
» a holy and righteous Life, to perplex the 

Dodrine 
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Dodrine of the Refurre<ftion, and in a Word ^ 
as a Scheme, which if true ^ (hould be rather 
ionceaVd than made a Subicdt of publick 
Difpute. They urge that the common Doc- 
trine oi Lnmortalityy however erroneous, ftill 
is a harmlefs Dodrine, and may be made 
to anfwer feveral ttfeful Purpofes, and fuch 
as cannot, they think, be anfwer d fo well 
without it. ^i isj^t own mprtf^^fpgcially 
Philanders Province to vindicate his Scheme 
from thefe Ol^ci^ions, nor do I doubt 19 
the teaA his Ability fo to do : but as I know 
that Philander y^^d otherwife very friendly, 
is no great Friend to writihg long Epiflles, 

it is for this ReajTonL chie^ ^yV^T^^^ you> 
not fb much for my own Satisfaftion as that 
of other«> tho' I likewiic exped to leain 
ibmetl^ing from 1^ Appiicatioiu I fm 
very ^nfttde d^af our Acqaaintance ig .o| 
no loQig^ ikndi^^ w4y<^Mhii^Hicafi ?c£h 
ture fo ftr to aiifw^r for you, » that yo% 
will not t>e very vnwiUing to Wwer dwi» 
aod, wbiehi.viriH AjU 9(i4.tp ti^ Pbligptiom 
' j^ready coni*r'4' <war ' • 1 . r i 
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Letter II. 

From Theophilus to Crito. 

• -I 

IRecciv'd yours, and as a Proof tliat I 
am not unwilling to anfwer it, inflead 
of Compliments, fend you the following, 
I am no Way furpriz'd at the Oppofition 
you tell me you nieet with in regard to the 
Scheme of Philander. The oppofitc Doc- 
trine has prevailed folong, that it is no Won- 
der if in ibme Men's Opinion it fhould be 
reckoned impious even to doubt of it^ and 
much hiore to profefs a publickDiibelief of 
it. And yet that the Rcverfe of this favourite 
Opinion ;is really the Truth, is what I take 
it, for granted is the Faith of both of us: 
Nor do. I fuppofe you exped I fhpuld hero 
rp to prqvipg a frelh what Philander I think 
itas fufficiently proved already to be the true 
ahd' genuine Senfe of Holy-writ. And if 
lb, who (l^f 11 charge a ^ true Dodrine pf 
God -with Impiety ? Or as a Subject not fit 
ta be brought into publick . DUpute ? ' It 
mixft lie'furely flifficient to' wipe ofFAfpcr- 
fions of this Kind, or (hould be at leau to. 
every profeffing Chrijfiany if it can be fhewn, 
as I truft It eaffly may in this C^ife, thittho^ 
Dodlnnq thus ogefted to |$ taug^it in S^crip^" 
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ture, and that ib far from obfcurely^ or ■. i 
only one or two dubious Paflages, th-^l 
there are on the contrary numerous Tex ts 
that plainly favour It, and fuch as it is aT- 
moft impoffible to evade the Force of, Buf 
in what after all is it faid it*s Impiety lies / 
Is it that it tends to weaken moral Obliga- 
tions, by reprefenting the future Reward, 
as at greater Diftance ? It rather in my Ap- 
prehenfion greatly ftren^thens' them j nor is 
It eafy to think gf a more powerful Motive 
to work the tforis Oj him tbdtfentus wbik'th 
Dayy than that.a iV/]fi?^/ is coming uvfew'^ij 
Man can work. It puis an End to every vain 
Surmife^of znyWcark or Wifdoni in the Grave, 
or any'Z)mVV% ^better "oiir future S^tions. 
It gives at oucc a full and fuflicient Reafon 
why the Work of Life muft be done ivhile 
Life cdnllnues: ar^d which is what we 
Ctherwife cannbf fo \vell account for, why 
as Death leaves us, £o will judgment findis 
us. There is a Paff ge to this Purpofe, I 
Remember in Dr. Burnet y who tho he 'do^s 
flOt entirely gome into ourSentiihehls, 'help?, 
at leaft tocoiifirm themby the fbllowmg Ar- 
gutaent. *^ The Fate of every Man,"*lays 
me Doflior, [State of Dead, pag. 1 17] ",ac- 
jctording to the Style and Account of the 
facred Scripture, depends entirely upon, pur 
Adl ions in this Life ? for in 'that to come 
^ ' there 
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there will be no Change, either of Manners, 
or of the Portion of Happinefs, or Milcry 
which we have merited from thofe A(flions. 
IFhether the Tree falls to the South or the 
North in the Place where it fell ^ there it miijl 
lify fays Ecclefiajles ; which Saying is gene- 
rally referred to the Death of Man, and his 
unchangeable Condition afterwards. And 
fo they are wont to interpret the Jhut ting of 
the Gate in the Parables of Chrift. But St. 
Paul tells us that more plainly in the fecond 
Epiftle to the Corinthians^ and the fifth 
Chapter ; For we muji all appear before the 
judgment Seat of Chriji^ that every one may 
receive the Things done in his BoJ^y according 
to th(it he hath donCy whether it be good or 
whether it be evil : which Words feem to 
determine and fix the future Condition of 
Men, from the Actions which they have 
done, or ought to have done, during this 
prefent Life. But if another Life inter- 
venes before the Day of Judgment, and a 
Life of that Nature, that it is as capable of 
good or of evil Adions, of Virtue or Vice, as 
is the prefent Life, than which it is of much 
greater Length and Duration; I fee no 
Manner of Reafon, why the whole Weight 
of Eternity, and of the future Lot and Con- 
dition of Men (hould depend upon this 
prefent Life, which is fo (hprt, (o furrounded 
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tvith Trouble, and to numberlefs Tempta- 
tions liable, that other of much greater 
Momcnl: being- entirely negle(fted and ef- 
tecrrr'd as nothing." 

You fee here tliat the Doftor intimates 
very plainly, that if there be any fuch Thing 
as an intermediate State, between Death 
and Judgment, capable of Adion, it ought 
not, he thinks, to pafs as of no Account; 
por is -it eajfy to fee a Reafon why it (hould 
do TdlFbr ff there may beWifdom, Know- 
ledge, and Device, and that too as fome 
think of a "more perfeB Kmd^ when the 
Soul by Death has gain -d its Releafe from 
Body, ^nd is- by that Means qualify 'd to 
know more than, cVer, it muft be very diffi- 
cult to affigii a Reafon vvhy a Soul at fuch 
a Time may. not turn Penitent^ and freed 
from every -^bodily Temptation, and the 
Veil . \6f the ^Flefli removed from before its 
Eyes, make a fwift and fpeedy Advance to- 
\vards God •a:nd Heaven. There is nothing 
11 Nature that; I' c?an" conceive to obftruft 
this : And the Cafe of our Death Bed Pe- 
fittents feems to prove it. It muft be own'd 
indeed, ^that' it is'butt^o often ieen, that 
-iSickBedPehitetltij, as HenHth returns, are but 
too too apt to retui^^td their' former Vices : 
but then it is to be confidered in this Cafe, 
•that as Health returns, they are apt to be 
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met with again by thefameTemptations, and 
to be ieduced again by the fame vain Delu- 
iions that had fo often beguil'd them before. 
But with regard to the Dead, their Cafe is 
widely different ; they are neither fuppos'd 
to be liable to fuch Temptations, nor to be 
deluded. by fuch like Deceptions ; the Eyes 
of itiQit} FMfb niuft in that State be clear 
4nd ftrong^ or if you had rather have it fo, 
they "wali by Sights and muft of Courfe be? 
difpofed to re<aify all thofe Errors, that 
eitlier Ignorahce or want of Thought had 
led tbem into. And therefore if they arc 
not tQ.be judged, as there is noReafon ta 
thinkithey will be,iiQr fo much as a Shadow 
of Proof for it to be brought from Scrip- 
Cure» till the fecond Coming of the Lord to 
Judgment, how hard muft it be to keep them 
jfrom flattering Hopes^ that what cither by 
Acir own, or the Prayers of others for them» 
by one or other, or by both unitad, tho' not 
immediately fit to ftand in Judgment, they 
may yet acquire that Fitnefs before Judg- 
ment comes. This does not only pafe 
with many forfolid Reafoning, but is made 
by many a Part of their Faith ; and tho' 
we as Proteftants profefs the contrary, yet 
did we know the private Thoughts of 
many Proteftants, we ftiould not find them 
perhaps fuch great Strangers to fome fecret 
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Expeftations of this Kind, as wc are gene- • 
rally apt lo believe. They arife fo naturally- 
from the common Faith, or the common 
receiv'd Opinion of Immortality, that it iis' 
not eafy for a thinking Mind to be always 
free from them. St. Augufiin freely owns 
that this was his Faith, that fome in the fe- 
parate State might gain their Pardon ^ and 
Sins be pardon'd there which are not here. 
•* As for temporal Pain, ibme endure it 
here,y&yj be^ and ibme hereafter, and fome 
both here and there, yet all is over be- 
fore the lafl Judgment. But all (hall not 
come into thefe eternal Pains, (which not- 
withftanding (hall be eternal after the laft 
Judgment, unto them that endure them 
temporally after Death,) for fome /hall be 
pardon'd in the next World that are not 
pardoned in this, and acquitted there and 
not here from entering into Pains eternal; 
[City of God. Lib. 21. Cap. 13.] 

You muft cafily fee, that fuch are not 
afFe^fted by this,, as are for fending Souls to 
Heaven or Hell diredly, and for an irrcver- 
iiWe Sentence immediately pafs'd upon every 
one, as foon as ever it has left the Body. 
But as this is a Notion exploded by moft 
thinking Men, and fuch as has not the leaft 
Foundation in Scripture whereon tb build 
it, the Belief of a feparate State, as held at 
-prcfent, is but too touch liable to produce 
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fuch Inferences, and has in Fad been pro- 
dudive of Inferences highly hijurious to 
thcprefent Caufe and Intcreft of Virtue; 
(o far is it from favouring Virtue more than 
ouv\ as I (hall (hew more at large in my 
next 5 tin when, with the greatcft Sincerity, 
I reft Tours^ Theophilus. 

Letter III. 
Theophilus to Crito. 

J Now go on, according to my Promife, 
to {hew more krgely the pernicious Ufe 
that has been made of the common Doc- 
trine of Immortality. To Heathens igno- 
rant of a RefurreSiioHy the Belief of this no 
doubt was good and ufeful, and the Defign 
of fpreading it pious and laudible ; but as 
to us who believe that the Dead (h ill one 
Day rife, and rifing bodily be brought to 
Judgment^ it is not only a Dodlrlne of no 
Neceffity, but fuch as both may and has 
been abus'd to wicked Purpofcs, and to the 
hurting the Intereft of that very Virtue it 
was intended at firft to promote. You can- 
not but know, that this is the grand Foun- 
dation upon which the Papi/is have eredei 
fome of thnr greateft Errors. The Invoca* 
tion of Saints, and MaiTes for Souls in Pur- 
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gatory, with a' whole Ckgo or idle, fjlfe, 
and lenfelefs Stdries, have all aiifen from 
this one'Talfe Tenet. Remove but this, 
and their Religion totters, the Virgin Mo- 
ther lofes all her Worfhip, and a thoufand 
pious Frauds lofe all their Credit/ I have 
juft been reading in a namelejs Author^ a Story 
of this Kind, which is worth reciting, and 
fliould you chance to be dull may poflibly 
entertain you. It is taken ixovn.Caufin^ a 
French Roman Catholick Writer, and which 
with our Author's Remarks on it I ihall 
here tranfcribe. 

One Peter of Clugny^ furnartted (fays he) 
the venerable tells us, that in a Village of 
Spain nam'd the Starr^ there was a Man of 
Quality call'd Peter of Engelberf^ much 
eftcem'd in the World for his excellent 
Parts, and Abundance of Riches. This 
Peter of Engelbert (to make fhort of the 
Story) enters into the Order oj Clugnyy then 
an holy Order of Monks and Friars erefted 
in France^ and often told the holy Friars of 
a Vifion he had feen in this Manner, the 
General of that Order requiring him punc- 
tually to relate the Particulars to himfelf 
and fome others. 

At the Time that Alphonfus the Younger, 

KingofSpain^ (which I idk^ toh^ An. Dom. 

J 1 56, or there-abouts,) Heir of-AIphonfus 
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the Great, warred in C^Jlilc againft certain 
Fadions difunitcd from his Obedience, he 
made an Edi<ft, That roery Family in his 
l^ngdom Jlzould be btund to furnijh hi7n with 
A Soldier-, which was the Caufc that in 
Obedience to the King s Command, I fent 
(fays Engeibert) into his Army one of my 
Houfliold Servants nam'd iamiu^ The 
Wars being ended, and Troops difcharg'd, 
he returned to my Houfe, where having 
fbmetime fojourn'd he was fciz'd with a 
Sicknefs which in a fewDays took him away 
into the otherWorld.We performed theOb- 
iequies ufually obferved towards the Dead, 
and four Months Were aheady pad, we 
hearing nothing xf the State of his Scul ; 
when behold on a Winter's Night, being 
in my Bed, thoroughly awake, 1 perceiv'd a 
Man, who ftirring up the Arties of my 
Hearth, open'd the burning Coals, which 
made him the more eafy to be feen. Altho' 
I found myftlf much terrifitd with the 
Sight of this Gho/l, God gave mc the Cou- 
rage to aik him, JVho he was, a?id Jcr what 
Purpofe he came thither to lay my Hearth 
abrocid? But he in a very low Voice, [aft 
Spirts are us'd to do] 2Xi{v^^xA,MaJUrfear 
nothings I am your poor /S't'r'P^^/ Sanciusj 1 
gc into Caftile in the Company cf many ^oU 
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^ierSy to expiate my Sim in the fame PJace 
where I committed them. 

I ftoatly reply'd, If the Commandment of 
God call you thither^ why come you hither ? 
Sir, faid he, take it not amifs, [here the 
Spirit was mannerly] for it is not without 
the divine Permiffion. I am in a State not 
defperate, and wherein I may be help'd by 
you, if you bear any good Will towards me. 
Hereupon I required what his Neceffity was, 
and what Succour he expedled from me. 
YbU kriowy Mafierj faid he, that a littfe before 
my Deaths you ferit me to a Place where Men 
are not ordinarily fan£Hfied\ Liberty^ ill Ex- 
ampky and Temerity ^ all conjpire again/l the 
Souly of a poor Soldiery who has no Govern^ 
ment ; t committed many Outrages during the 
late Wary robbing and pillaging even to the 
Goods of the Churchy [here is the Bottom of 
the Story in Monkijh Times of miraculous 
Ignorance] for which I am grievoti/ly tor^ 
mented. But good MaJieVy if you lovd me 
"alivcy do not forget me. [he fhould have faid 
my Soul] after JDeathy I afk no Fart of your 
great RicheSy [for if he had, I fuppofe, they 
would little ?vail a Spirit,] but only your 
JPr'ayerSy and fome Alms for my Sake. Aty 
^Mijirefs owes me eight Franks upon a Reckon^ 
"ii^g between her ana me y [good Hufbandry, to 
"Rave even Reckonings after he was dead !] 

Let 
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JCt'i her bejlow it^ not for 'my Body ^' but' the 
Comfort of 7ny Soul^ which expeSleth it for your 
Charities^ 

I know not how, I found myfelf [fays 
Engelhert) by thefe Speeches embolden'd ; 
but I had niore Defire to entertain it, thaii^ 
Fear of the Apparition, [tho' the Apparition 
feems rather to be afraid of his Mafter, fec-i 
ing he pray'd him juft before, not to 
take it amifs,] I demanded whether he could 
tell me News of one of my Countrymen^ 
nam'd Peter Dejaca^ who di^ a while finccj 
to which he made Anfwer, That I need 
not trouble myfelf with it, for he was in the 
Number of the BlefTed. [here he had gopd 
Correfpondence m Heaven^ tho' himfelf in 
Purgatory^] fince the great Alms he gave in 
the laft Famine, had purchas'd Heaven for 
him. From thence I fell into another Que* . 
ftion, and was curious to know what had 
happened to a certain Judge, who latdjr 
departed into the other Life. To which 
he replied, Sir, fpeak not of that miferable 
Man, for Hell poflcfles him. [here hip 
Correfpondence was good in Hell alfb.] 
thro' the Corruption of Juftice, which he 
by damnable Practice cxercis'd, having Ho^ 
nour and Soul faleable to the Prejudice of 
his Confcience. 

. : . But 



But ncwtny Curiolity carried nAehighw 
(fays Englebert) to enquire what became of 
King Alphonfus the Great ; at which Time I 
heard another Voice that came from aWin- 
dow behind me, faying very diftin6tly,i?/jwe* 
ffS^nciusyounm/iJemandtbatj [tho* before 
he knew the Affairs of Heaven, Hell, and 
Purgatory,] becaufe he as yet can fay nothing 
of the State of that Prince i but I have more 
Experience Jbereof than he: I deceafing Jive 
Zh^rs agOi and being in an Accident which 
gtveme fome Z^ight of it. [fo that Spirits 
have not all equal Knowledge we fee, tho' 
one would think Sancius pretty knowing 
too.] I was much furpriz'd (fays Engelbert) 
unexpeftedly hearing this other Voice, and 
turning, faw by the Help of the Moon's 
Brightncfs, [not by the raking of the Fire 
as he did the other Spirit] which refleOed 
into my Chamber, a Man leaning on my 
W^indow, whom I intreatcd to tell mc 
V)hert King Alphonfus ijcds. Whereto he 
replied, he well knew ^ that pajfing out of this 
Zjifcj be had. been much tormented^ and that the 
prayers of good religiousMen much helped him. 
[or elfe this Story had not been worth the 
telling,] but he could not at prefentfay in what 
^iate be was. Having fpoken thus much, he 
turn'd towards Sancius^ fitting by the Fire, 
jmd faid. Let us go^ it is T'ime to depart. At 

which, 



^tilch, 'Sottc/m toaHing HQ ftrfipr oArff^v^rit 
{peedily rdfe up, and r^douhl«4W8rG<>m-r 
piaints^ with « lamentable. Voice, *fa)^ng, I: 
ifitreat you once again to rfptember mi\ and^ 
timt my Mijlrefs perform the Reqticfl I wade 
ycu i " T hus Hcatheojfm (feys this A\x^ 
thor) brought in Supcrftition, and . Supcrr- 
ftition is now become neceflary to.be fup^ 
ported and continued, by realbn of the grcab 
and many Advant ges accruing to the See 
of Rome by it. 

It muft be allbw'd indeed the Profe/lanfs 
are not chargeable with thefe Corruptions 
of the Church of Rome, noi? do they give 
us Encouragehient to riegleil our Duty, in 
hopes of any futureExpiations ; but yet furely 
aDoctrine productive of Tenets of thisKind, 
or. that gives us ELoom for any fuch Expec- 
fa6onS, pught not to be pleaded for as of 
ti\\\ch Utility^ or as tending to. anfwer anjT 
one merai Puf^pofe^ v^hich the oppofitd 
Scheme does not anfvver as well, or beC*' 
ter : which inftead of allowing us Time 
to prepare our Accounts after Death, eredii 
as it were the next Inftant the great -TrZ-j 
bitPMly and reprefents the Day of futuVe Kty 
tribution, tho' in the Eye of the EivinJ 
indeed at farther Diftance, yet with /egan 
to the Dead as following Death fo clpfely.^ 
that the Interim after 'it appeafsasfibthtng'^ 

they 
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diey fleep» and inftandy the Trump of God 
proclaims the Coming of the Lord to Judg- 
ment. If diis is weakening moral Obligatiam 
It muft be very hard to find out what can 
ftrcngthcn theni, or what can urge us to 
improve Time fr^Jent vdth greater Energy 
Aan Thoughts^ like thcfe. As for the EfF<^ 
Ai$ Doftrine has on the RefiirreSlion^ you 
may expedt it difcufs'd in the next, and in 
the mean while be afiurcd, that I am, 

Xours^ Theophilus. 

Letter IV. 

Theophilus to Crxto. 

AS among other Objeflions made to the 
Sleep of Death it is alledged by (bme, 
that itembarraflestheU^/i^rr^(S?/^«, by mak- 
ing it harder I fuppofe to conceive, how 
<he very fame Perfon can be rais'd to Life 
again, after a long Ceflation of Life for 
many Ages, and fuch a Change perhaps of 
the material Syftem, as feems to render its 
defloration almoft impoffibie ; tho' it may 
fufHce upon this Head only to afk the Que- 
ftion, Why itjhould be thought incredible God 
Jbould ratje the Deady it may be of Ufe not- 

withftanding 
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withftanding to confidcr it more diftin<5ily, 

nor was I without fome Thoughts of pro- 

pofing it in our former ^eries. But as I 

thep look'd on it as an Objedlion arifing only 

from human Ignorance, or the prefent Im«- 

potence of our Underftandings, and to which 

the Power of God was a fufficient Anfwer, 

I did not chufe to trouble Philander with 

it. And indeed he that believes in the prit^ 

Part of the Cbrijlian Creeds and duly con- 

fiders whatthofe Words imply, God the Father 

jilmghtyy Maker of Heaven and Earthy will 

find no Reafon to with-holdhis Aflentfrom 

what is contained in the pofierior Part of it, 

the RefurreSlion of the Body, and the Life 

everlajiing. 

But before I proceed more immediately 
to confider this, let me a little enlarge on 
what was obferv'd before of what great 
Importance the Refurredion is on this 
Scheme, to what, it is according to any 
Other. For if the Soul be immortal, accord- 
ing to common Conception, this great and 
darling Doftrine of the Golpel muft ap- 
pear as a Doflrinc but of little Moment, 
ahd the Redemption oftbeBody feem an Affair 
So trifling, that I muft confefs I have often 
been puzzVd to fee the Ufe of it, and won- 
.dred the Scripture fliould lay fuch a Strejs 
as it. does on it. I have been often fuiw 
priz'd> as has been doubtlei^ the Cafe of fe# 

veraJ^ 
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veral, that a-Rctdni to Corporeal Life fhoulc^ 

-he fo much. valued; .as ta.hepnrdias'd for 

lis at fo dear a Rate,. as. that ^of kliA Peath 

and Sufferings of pu> great iReddcmer. iFoc 

►what are the BenefttSi: opo^^' this Suppofeff 

that are fnppos'd'tto arriy •feoiii> all ch« 

jtnight)r liabour, thiff great ■->Harohafeii and 

Labour of Love? Scxrte perftapi^^l^il^ teplj^ 

•that it was not fo hiuch tKe Eiid:bf (Sfer^fi 

wningj t:o redeem iife from DtatA\ aia-it^o^ras 

to redeem us from ' HtlL But fuppofing 

this, the Queftion will ftill remain, ofnvbat 

:great Service is J he 'Rejurre^ionh Or how 

is Death ^ Pimijhvtent for Sin,' if we reap, 

as is commonly thought,: fuch Advantages 

from it ? Why fo much Triumph -Over 

this Ja/l Enemy, if It is in Reality zi great a 

Frieiid, as tlie common liypoihcjii in this 

Cafe makes it? Thefc ar^ Queries, I 

*own, which I never could thoroughly 

anfwer ; nor do I remember any one that 

^vcr did, fo as to give me a full Satisf^^ 

iion. 

In the common Scheme, infteadof the 
■Sleep oi Death, we meet with £//^, and dip 
Axtmoffc ABivity. ■ . The Soufis wide dwahy 
«id full of Vigour, and no longer cb'niin'd 
by any material Fetters, mounts with amaz- 
ing Speed the diftant Skiefe, and (hines ^ 
DefnifGod. But who, that looks at Death 
*■ '^ -' '^ . . •• • • -'^ : - in 
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in fuch a Light, can really look on it aH 
any Enemy ? Or as a Curfc entaiFd on 
Man for his Difohedience ? Why fliould 
the Saints on this Scheme, groan "tuithtn 
themfelveSy waiting for the Adoption^ the Re^ 
demption of their Bodies ? If a material Frame 
is really an Inconvenience, how fliall we 
reconcile this with the moft perfedl Blifs, of 
which the human Nature is allow'd to be 
capable ? Why did either our Lord himfelf 
refumc his own, or give his Followers any 
fuch Expeftations ? If our Souls are /;»- 
mortal it concerns us little, whether thefe 
our Bodies rife again, or no, or whether 
we have others in Lieu of them, or none at 
all. A Soul that can live, perceive, and 
adt without them, and that fo much ietfer 
too, if fbme think rightly, can have but 
very little Need or Ufe of them, or any 
Reafon that I can fee, to want or wifli for 
them. The Heathen Philofophers were fo 
far right, that the Belief of this was of itfelf 
fufficient without believing in a Refurredlion^ 
which if this were true, could anfwer but 
little Purpofe, and would be rather a need- 
lefs Encumbrance than any Thing elfe^ 
And therefore if the Sleep of the Soul per^ 
flexes the Refurredion, by making it fome- 
thing harder to conceive of; yet as it greatly 
tends to (hew the Need or IJfe of it, it fo far 
• . * paves- 



paves the Way to our Belief oiity and is 
indeed an additional Proof of it. 

Eut in what aftet all does this mighty 
lEitnbarrajffnent lie, that this DoiSrinc is faid 
to throw on the RefurreSlion f If the Soul, 
tho' without fuppofiog its Immortality ^ot 
its Power to continue Senfation^ without a 
Body, or without a Body properly. difpos'd, 
may yet ftill remain one and the fame indi- 
vidual Subftance, the S^leep ofD^ath^ tho' of 
ever fo long Continuance, can Ije of no 
more Avail to alter or change the Soul, or 
make us ceafe to be the plf fame PerfonSy 
than what we call a Ji'ad Sleep docs at pre- 
fent^ or that Death like Refeinblancfi pcca- 
iion'd by fome Kind of Fits. If you ex- 
pert indeed I (hould define the Soul, or go 
about to determine precifely its ph^icd 
Rffence^ you will find yourfelf greatly mif- 
taken. Philander here I think was juftly 
'.modeft, and highly worthy of our Imitation. 
For tho' it can't be denied there is unthink- 
ing Matter, and that therefore all Kind of 
.Matter is not endu'd with Thinking, there 
may yet for ought we know hcjb^ne that does 
Think : as well as a great deal of Matter 
void .of Life^ and yet much on the other 
hand that feems living Matter. But he 
that as it will, I am no ways inchn'd to 
difpute it. Let the Philofophers fettle it 

amongil 



amongfl themfelves> our Faith as Chrijiiam 
is not much concern-d with it. It is enough 
for us to believct as Scripture teaches us, 
that he that made us at firft with living 
Soulsy has declared his Intention to raife us 
again after Deaths and that fuch as by a 
patient Continuance in well doing feck for 
it^ ihall then have Glory ^ Honour^ and Im-- 
mortality. And this is furely a better Foun- 
dation to build our Faith on, than any 
Pbilofopby of Souls whatever, in which the 
further we go, we but meet with the greater 
Perplexity, and as Milton fays, in another 
Cafe, of mt fallen Angels y can find " no End y 
in wandering Mazes loJlJ' 

Let me add, that it does not feem to be 
quite fo reafonable^ toexpeft a jR^'ze^^r^/while 
confider das under a Curfe-, or that the Days 
of Eternity (hould have as many Beginnings^ 
as there are different Times for every Ones 
Deceafe ; not that I charge a Proceeding of 
this Kind with any Inji^ice^ for God has a 
Right to reward or puni(h us when he . 
pleafes ; but only offer it to be here confider d^ 
whether the Reverfe of this does not feem 
to be much more rational y as well as more 
agreeable to Scripture ; as it not only makes 
every Ones final State begin togemeo but 
puts an End in iht Interim either to longing 
HopeSj tormenting Doubts^ or worfe tor- 
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menting Fears. I had almoft forgot to take 
Notice of one mote jidvantage, diat arifes 
from this Scheme more than from any oAer. 
It muft be very well knowp to all that know 
die Scriptures, that they teach ps tolookon> 
and value long Life as a Bleffing^ and a Re- 
prieve from D^ath, tho' only for fome few 
Years, as no mean Mark of the Regard of 
Heaven. And it muft be own*d^ that if 
Deadi is a total CeJIation of Life ^ or of every 
Senfation of Life tin fuch a Period, all addi- 
tional Time upon Earth is ib far Gain to us, 
as it is fo much Time redeem'd from the 
Days of heatb, the Days of Siknce^ and In-- 
fef^bility. But if after Death ovir Souls then 
live in eamejiy and much more/rrj/^5A than 
they did in this Life^ and arc remov'a from 
hence to other, and better Regions, and to 
which there is nothing upon Earth eompa" 
table ; it is not eafy to aflign a Realbn, why 
6ur BhffedLord fhould call his beloved Ltf- 
T'^arus^ be it from Heaven^ or Paradifey pr 
Vv'here you pleafe, and expofe him again tG» 
Trials, and frelh Temptations, ojAy for the 
Sake of fojourning a while longer here. But 
as \ truft 1 have anfwer'd now your chief 
Obje6l:i9ns, I fhaB add no more than that I 
'am, 

Toursy Theophilus. 

* " ■ 
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Letter V. 

• • • 

GkITO to Th£0PHILU8« 

Am much obliged to yoM for the Trou-» 
hl^ you have .taken, in anfwering the 
fbjed^pns I fept you; but muft treffpafs 
mskqt mqre oq. yoiir Pati^ace by fending 
^>ffi0 frc£h Ones. It 19 «lle4gV}i tl^^t ^-r 
tfrifl Souk i$ a plain Abfur^it/i an4 that we 
qjiy^ ntot ^\y no ihdances of thinking Mat- 
tfr^ but nQ Reafpn- to think t^re is any 
fu^ Thing in ikif World ; an{} befides aU 
this that there are certain Textff ^hi^|( ]yiU 
not bear Philanders Explanation ; as that of 
beijig qbfent fram \the Body^ andprefent with 
the Lordy wnich without a manifcft Force 
on the Words can mean no lefs, than that 
we are/r^;^/ with the OT^, attne very Time, 
that we are (^fint from the other.- i^or can 
lefs they alledge be inferred from that other 
Parages in which he afierts his Vf^ to 4tr 
fw'ti Mid to if wit}) Chrifiy and which he fq 
expr^fly declares is Jar (fetter thgi} living ia 
this Wori4 ; finqe, let fioie bp^ cyj^r i^, 
little Accp\j;?lt tq tl).e Pea#, if^efqop 
died, he did not think- to be;^re^ (ppsiet 
with Chrift, why (houl^ he 1^^ give the 

Pieferenc?^ as )ip pto \<l^Mf^Tr 
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/cm of Death before thofe of the l^id of the 
Living ? It is fiuther urg jd, that he tells the 
ftbejjhloniansy that God has not appointed us to 
Wraths hut to attain Salvation iy our Lord 
yeJusChri^i who died for us ^ as he adds, 
that whether we' wdke or Sleeps that i^, as 
raoft underftand it, whether we live ordie^ 
wejhould live together with i^m.^ And that 
when St. yohh is orrfired tavnkt^ bkffed are 
the Dead thai di^ in the Lord\ yeu^ f^h the 
Spirit y thatthey^ mcn'^efi froUt thiir Labours^ 
ii their Bkflednefs here means no more than- 
their re/Hm' in Death, that the Wicked ztt 
in this Re§>dA as Weft as they Your Ah*- 
iWcr to thi6 will further oblige, - ^ - 

Ybursy Crito* 
Letter VL 

' " . ' »■:-•■ 

TheophXj-xjs /^ Crito. ' ^ ; 

• - . ■ • ■. . 

«■ . . . , ■ . 

As the pretended Abfurdity of mdteriaf' 
Souls, as I have no where aflirm'd or . 
affertcd, -the Souls ixr^ material, but only^ 
ik%t^^ mcy be Jh for what I know; it may* 
fdffice to replyi that notwithftahding aH this ' 




that as ^dc^fc«!jtwbrii^,^itis^ncithermyBti4.• 



d^fs ta-^oyc.I^r.nor.,«K^^^ the prc&Qt Ar« 
gumeiu any W^y^iUn^ in need of itiiince 
it may. both b? material^ and yet immorli!^ 
and on the other I&nd mortal^ altho* //mvtf- 
Serial, li the former of thefe Pgfitions is. 
call'd;in Queftion, it may hie caffly prov'd 
£;om the Cafe of thefe ont J^odies^ which 
as the facred Writings moft expreflyteftifyj." 
ihall at the appointed Time be invefl^ 
With Immortality. Nor need we look any 
farther for Proof of the latter Pofition> thaa 
to the Cafe, as allowed by moil of the Souk 
of Brutes y and who if matter cannot tbinky 
as. fbme contend for, mud have immaterial 
Souls as well as we. As it is not therefore 
in the Power of Philofopby to determine 
this Point, or however to determine it with 
any Certainty, by any natural Arguments it 
can bring for it, and as we are bleft with a 
fb much ^r^r Word of Prophecy ^ it muft be 
both very unchriftian, and indeed unrea- 
fonable, to go about to decide an Affair by 
mere Pbibfophy^ which we have a Book in our 
Hands will decide for us.fo much better. 
Not that I mean we fliould fooliihly reje<ft 
as ufelefs^ any Arguments Reafon affords for 
2L future Exijience^ and which arc many of 
them fuch, as are well worth our Confide- 
ration, and tho' not to be fet on a Par widi 
thgfe from Scripture^ are yet doubdefs of 

L 3 Ufe. 



yfe, and'ifli}rfemetimes do ver^^W Set--' 
vt&' tb fuch aft ^ill hearken to no other 
Evidence, as well as help to fttengthen the 
Faith of thofc that will. The Help of Rea^ 
fon therefore is fo far ufcfu!, that how iti- 
Hlfficient Ibever to make out the Sduls Im^ 
fH^talttf^ it yih aflbrds notwithftanding fuch 
Pr6ofs df fom future Exijience-^ as may be 
6f ITfe to confirm us at leaft in the generhl 
Faith of it, tho* it cannot extend to explain 
die particular Mode of it, which muft be 
Ifearrit, as before obfcrv'd, in a higher School, 
than mere Pbilofopby could ever boaft of.' 
But not. to detain ourfclves longer in caii- 
Vafling this Point, let us now go on to the 
Arguments fetch'd from Scripture ^ and let 
us confider and weigh them impartially, 
■ The firft Faffage you mention is where 
St. P^^/ tells the Corinthians^ [ii. Qor. v. 8.] 
that we are willing rather to oe abjentjrom ' 
ihe Bddy^ and prefent ^th the Lord. From 
which it is inferred tfiat this Prefence with 
Chri/l muft be at the Time of our Abfence 
from Bodvy and therefore cannot refer to the 
Time of the Refurrcdfion 5 when we fliall 
be inverted with Bodies again* But admit- 
ting the Words, at firft Sight, feem to carry 
^is Senfe in them, or that confider'd apart» 
.ks PiiUnderohfcTv'd^ they feem to favour 
it i yet ^ho, as hefays, that duly weighs the 
' '' Apofles 
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Jipefiki Sentiments, both as exprefs'd in his 
writings to tbh and other Churches, but 
tnuil plainly fee this cannot be his Meaning ? 
fince even the Jbitediluvtam^ according to 
him, arc not yet made perfiUl nor fliall be, 
ts he £iys without us. 

It xxxay be objected, I know, that they 
may not as yet be made perfeSli and yet 
may be W/i&/i&^Z/or^notwithftanding? and 
therefore Dr. Whitby^ Remark upon the 
Words is this, that " we have not only 
Confidence at his Appearance, but always 
even in Death itfelf> that tho' it renders us 
abfent from the Body, it will bring us Home 
to Chrijly and to a nearer Fruition of him. 
Only here note, (fays he) that according to 
the Dodbrine of all the Ancients^ the Souls 
of pious Men are not aflum'd ioto the higheft 
Heavens, or the immediate Prefence of God 
and Chrift, inftantly upon their Departure 
Kence, for thus only (hall we be everprefent 
with the Lor d^ [i.7^>g/^iv, i6. 17.] when by 
the Power of God, at the laft Trump, we 
ihall be rais'd up to meet bim in the Air ; this 
Promife being made at his fecond Coming 
to receive his Difciples to himfelf, that whert 
be /i, they may be alfo. [John xiv. 3.] Butyet^ 
(as he adds) according to all Antiquity,, the 
Souls of pious Men, in the mean Time, arc 
dn the Place appointed ^br tbevi ivith tbeLori^ 
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that is with him in ParaMfej where they 
Cnjoy the Sight and Converfation of their 
Savibur by Way of Vifion : For Paul^ and 
the reft of the Apofiles^ fays Pohfcarpj are in 
the Place appointed for them with the Lord. Not 
only in Heaven^ fays IrenauSj but in Paradife 
alto our Saviour Jkall befeen^ as Men are wor^ 
thy to behold him. And this docs Pfeudo^ 
juftin gather from this very Place, that the 
Sm!s of the Juji go to Paradife, and converfe 
there with c£riji fy Fifton." 

' But how well focver this Senfc may 
agree with fome ancient Notions^ it is after 
all but a very ohfcure One, and fuch as wc 
ihould not lay too great a Strefi on. Wc 
We are to be prefent (it fays) with Cbriftj 
but not immediately, or fo as to enjoy the 
immediate Prefence of God and Chrift ; for 
Chrift is in Heaven, and we are to be only 
in Paradife ; but we are to fee and converfe 
with him by Way of Vifion, or he is to be 
feen as Men are worthy to behold him : that is. 
We are not really to be prefent with him, 
which it is here granted we fhall not 
he till the Rejurre^ion ; hut are allow'd, I 
fuppofe, in the mean Time to dream of 
him, or to fee and converfe with him in 
fome unknown Manner, and to come to as 
^ear a Fruition as can be of Things at a 
JDiftance, or as Souls are capable of without 
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a Body. But is this throwing Light upon 
this Text of Scripture ? or is it not either 
darkening it by Words itithout Knowki^e ? I 
mufl confefs I was once heretofore of the 
fame Opinion, but which too great a Regard 
for Antiquity led me into, rather than any 
circumfpeA Exanunation. I was too eafily 
led, and prevaiVd on by ancient Authority; 
to admit their Diftindion between Heaven 
and Paradife\ but between which I am ia* 
tisfy*d now there is no vcioi'^ Diffirenceihzxk 
that acknowledged by our Friend Pbi/andet-i 
and that we do but dream of being with 
Cbriji in Paradife^ till, as exprefs*d by the 
penitent Thief, he comes into bis Kingdom^ 
or fits as King upon his Throne of Judg- 
ment. 

In the Epiftle St. yobn was ordered to 
fend to Ephefus^ our Lord concludes it with 
this ibiemn Promife, [Rev. ii. 7.] fTc bim 
that over Cometh will I give to eat ^ the 7r« 
of Life J which is in the midjl of the Paradije 
of God: and which that it relates to the 1^ 
^Vi^ final State of Things, and not to fepfc 
rate immortal Spirits^Xo which we cannot in 
Reafon fuppofe it of any Utility y muft ap- 
pear from comparing it with what we meet 
with o^thel*ree of Life in the divine yerujk'- 
lem. [Rev. xxil 2. 14.] And if this be the 
Caie> it is enough to (hew us, that -this fi> 
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jRommdn Belief of their9» hdwever Aukm^ 
or however the boneft Fatberf firft came into 
it, is fuch as does not agree quite fo well as, 
it ought with the Siriptures. 

As ibme however may be apt to value i( 
fer its Antiquity only, exclufve of any Thing 
€Ue» I Aiall therefore oppofe it by greater An^ 
^uit|^ ftiU, which tho' it is not produced as of 
•ny^Vw^^tf^^z-iVyiisyetfufficicnt to£bew 09 
what was the ancient Faitbj.znd that tOQ, as 
reputed, ot Tome of the wtTe/l of Men. And 
(n the mean Time, it m4y help to adjninifter 
ibme Satis&£tion, that the Fathers in |;en(^ral 
^ far i^ree with «/, as to explode With ofi^ 
fUitiidSi iht umhnjiian DoSirini oixht going 
of Souk to Hi^en or J%// immediately 1 
and if v^e only confider whence they der 
riv'd the Dodrine df this Co much conteiled 
Irimortalitj^ and how defirous they were XS^ 
t^otm is much as poilible to the Pbikfi* 
fheft SetUimenU in Things of this Kind, we 
Ihall not be fo much furpriz'd that they 
^bntfofary as that they did not more readily 
.{HX>ceed y^ farther. 

i But to refer to Times more antient fliU 
than thefe ; as Philander metion'd only Hx 
jSwf of Siracby paffing by, without quoting, 
Ae other Apocryphal Writers ; Let me now, 
4ho* ohly as a Counter-Evidence to the mere 
human Authority of thcfc ancient Fathers^ 
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jJWftflt yeu litre widi the Opinion of Efdras^ 
Aid ihM ^f Baruch, with that of the y^wi 
ih tht D^ys of the Maccabees ; and in which t 
^o** we itieet with nothing of this ImiMr^ 
Hh'fy, we yet find thicm declaring th6if 
Fsiith in a RifmireSHon, and their Expcdta- 
ttoi, in con^nion with.us,of a^m^ra/^^o^-^ 
nlifnt. iPat itfter JD^fb, fays EJi^as, Jhall tbt 
yu^nUHt come, nvhen we Jhall ihe again r 
[2 EfSras. xiv. 35.] and then jhaM the Names 
^f the Rfgbfeotis be manifeji, and the fForis of 
tte Uf^lyjhail be declard. And open thine 
Eyes J feys Barnch, ^W£^/f/::[Baruch ii. 

*?•] /^ 'f^ Dw^ tbM are in the Granjtes^ 
wbo/e Sdulsj or, as the Margin tells us the 
Greek here fignifies, whofc Spirits or Lives, 
tire taken from their Bodies, will give unto tbt^ 
Lord neither Pfaife, nor Righteoufnefs. And 
if Wc go from hence to confider ihe feDett 
Brethren, who in the Periecution under 
Antiochus Epiphanes were together with dieir 
Mother put to Death in one Day, becauft 
they Would not tranfgrefs their own Laws at 
the King^s Commandment, and were tortwrd^ 
as St* Paul fays, not accepting Deliverance \ 
[Heb. xi. 35.] that they might obtain a better^ 
^efarre&ion -, wc fhall find them profefling^ 
their Faith in this fo plainly, that it is im-^^ 
fofEble even for Chrtjlians to do it plainer; 



Ihu^ %s one to the Kiog, when he V99»^ 
juft expiring, [2 Mac. yiu 9.]', lih « Fu^. 
takefi us out of this frefeni Ltfe^ but tbi King\ 
ff the World jhall raifem up^ 'Wbo bave-^iMt^ 
fir bis Laws^ unto Life Everlis^ing. Thefe 
&p another courageoufly, holding fotth hisr 
^tmgue to.be cut out, and his- Hmds^to bc^ 
cat {^manfully, Theje I bad from Heavmb^. 
mid for bis Laws .i de^ife tbem^ and from him 
Ib^ ((^receive tbem again* It is good £iysi 
another, tei?^ put t0 Death fy Mm^ to look 
for Uopey. from God, to be tmfed up ^mnbf 
bim. I cannot tell, fays the Mother, bo^o. 
jouxaim into my t^ombtfor I rieitber gave you 
Breath mr Life, tkitber was it I tbatfwtrid 
(be Members of every one of you : But doubt- 
Is tbeCreatour oftbe World, whojwvid tbe 

ftkrafion of Man, and found out tbe Begimt- 
ing ofaH Things y will alfo of bis own Mercy 
give you Breath and Life again, as you mvi 
tegdrd mt your ownfehesfor bis Laws Sake.. 
And our Brethren, fays the Youngeft, who 
nowhavefufferdajhort Painy are Dead under 
pods Covenant of Everlajiing Life: but thou 
fbnf tbe judgment of God, Jhalt receive jt^ 
Punijhment for thy Pride. 

It inuft appear I think hence, and with 
fufficicnt Evidence, that tho' the Souls Ln* 
mortality was not received by thefe Worthies^ 
they were not fo ignorant of a RfurreSiioti, 
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as fame among tis would itfsike us believe. 
li)eir Faith, as St. Paui to the Hebrews cx- 
presily ■ tells us; bad refpedt to invijible Tliinp 
as welt as Ours; and tho' they did not ex* 
pciA to be prefent with God immediately, 
but rather /aw the Promifes, as he fays, afar 
Gj^'i 'they yet agreed with him in expe^fting 
a Grown cf Rigbteoufne/s, which '• the Lord 
the righteous Judge JJx>uld ont D^y give them, 
ami to all them aljb that love bis aff earing ; or 
as it is expfeis'd by the Author of the Bc>6k 
oiWifdm, [Wifdom v. i6.]that they fliould 
conie in the End to receive a ghrious Kifig-- 
dom^ and a beautijul Crown Jrom the Hand of 
the Lord. And therfore not to tre(pa& too 
much on your Patience, by prolonging an 
Anfwer, which you may think perhaps too 
long already ; If it does not appear that St. 
Paul himfelf believ'd, that he (hould be 
prefent with the Lord immediately, or that 
ei«ierHe,ror his Fclk>W Apbftles taught 
any fudh Do^ine ; If in his J&y? Epiflle to 
this Church at Corinth, he has laid fo great 
a Strefs on the Refurre&ion, as to reprefetit it 
as the very Bafs of all our Hc^es ; and as 
the Learned conceive, is even treating of 
this in the Context, out of which this Ob- 
jedtion is taken ; [See Whitby on 2 Cor. v. 
I.] If an intermediate Paradife has no 
Foundation^ and almoft all Antiquity with 
-''" '• • - one. 



one Voice proclaiin to us^-rthatwefnufi 
not cxpea an iqum^djate/^Admiffiott to 
^ave>ij a$ aU very vip]\ knoyr, wba ars^amr 
Way vcrs*d in their Writiogj^ it: miitt 
iiirely be wrpug J!o ilretcb the Apoftks^ 
Words, tho' allo^v'4 at ikft Sight to Jkcni 
to have fuch a tn^nwg, .to 9. Senfe wcn^ivQ 
fa much He^ifon to amh^de w^ nevec 4n3& 

Partof hisiJi^i^/e^. . 
. It isf very weU kftQWA the Scriptures are 
TiGitcurious tQ exprefs tb^mfdveis always in the 
J^IleJi Manner, and thjit we muft c^njlook 
to more than ^Jmgle Pailage it ordertairmi 
the Truths therein contaip'diaAd.theK^srre^ 
^ it. is taught us Tq very plain^ ija joth^r. 
Places, that this Prefince wtb CS^^ beloiigs: 
|o the RefurreSiioni »s its Jnffrtipn here 
was a Matter of no Nccqlljty, wc. £bQuId- 
not wonder much at It^ Omf^m^ or^^niftke - 
an 9«wflion of this KitJiJ, flf « C^rifii^nrz 
Trutbp and which it i$ fq very ?*fy to .coHcflfc 
elfewhere, a iftegnfe pf plupging:jn«^r&^/f««- 
Error. But pot tQ tir&your Patience aa)r : 
further, let me here.fiibferibe niyfelf> : 
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Letter VII. 
Thbophilus to Crito. 

As I fuppofc I have faid enough to your 
firft Objcftion, I now go on to thsff 
from the PbiiifipianSj where St. Paul pro- 
fcffcs his De/ire to depart end be with CSbrlft t 
but which as it is much of the fame Nature; 
and import with that from Corinthians^ the 
Igme Anfwer in general which fervcs for 
cne inay likewiii^ ferve as Anfwer to th^ 
crf&r. Yet as it is thought, I prefume, to 
contain Tome additional Weight in it, from 
that apparent Preference given here to Deaths 
1)efore that of a Life^ thp* fo ufeful as that 
cf St. Pauhy that I may not be thought to 
conceal any Part of the Force of it, as feeing. 
any Thing in it too weighty to maicQ a Reply | 

to, I fli^ here give you on this the Re- 
fnarks of the fame Annotator, that I pre- 
fented you with on the other. He begins 
with obferving that Crellius fays upon this 
Pljice, that becaufe the Time between Death 
ajtd the RejurreSfion is reckon d as rmthingf 
therefore the Apojile might ^eak tbuSy tho wf 
Soul has no Senje of any ni^tg after Death* 
And then goes on to enquire, as by Way 
of Anfwer ; but could St. PW think a State 
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of Infcnfibility fo much better than a Life 
tending fo much as his to the Glory of God, 
the Propagation of the Gofpel, and the 
Furtherance of the Joy of Chriftians ? could 
he call fuch an infenfate State, a being with 
Cbrijl^ and a walking by Sight in Oppofition 
t9 walking by Faith ? [ii. Cor^ 5, 7, 8.] He 
il^fi goes. on to.obferve, that others account 
for ihis by fuppofing the Apoftles believ'd 
the Rdiiirre&ion was th&natHand^j and that 
ibme think he refers to fome peculiar Privi* 
kdge of b^g . with Chrift as an Apojile or 
Martyr. But as we have, only tp do with 
his Remarks, pn Crellius^ let us accordingly 
fet ourfelves to fee the Force of them. \ 

St. Paul owns very freely his Life was of 
Ufe to the Churchy and was for this Reafon 
perfwaded it would be continued, and yet 
owns that. his Death would be Gain to. him ^ 
iliqtwithftanding ; that is, according to fome, 
bi^dtufef he fhould go to Chrifl:, or accord* 
ing to others, converfe with him by Way 
cfViiion : But as the prin>itive Chriftians did 
not believe tht former j any more than many 
modern ones do the lattery and the Tenour 
of Scripture feems neither for one y nor the 
ofkery we muft either at laft take up with 
the Note of CrelliuSy or wait till fome Au- 
thor can give us a better in Lieu of it And 
if an infenfate State is better than one of 
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fuffering, and St. Paul owns that fucb wag 
^ ApofiUs Cafe^ that if in this hife onfy tbei 
bad Hopein Chriji tbeyjhould beofaUmentbe 
fttofi miferable^ I cannot fee it ^ abfurd, for 
Oiy Part, that he fhould gnre the Preference 
to a quiet Sleep before a more aSii'Of State of 
io much Hardjhips ; and efpecially if it is 
further coofider'd, that the H'ime of this 
Sleepy is as nothing, and befides its releafing 
him £rom all his Labours, would convey 
him to Qjriji in Effect, as it were, t\^ 
woct Lt/iant, 

It is moreover very remarkable, that in 
this Epiftky he not only reprefents the Re^ 
fiitreSiim as the Objed: of his utmoJUkfires ; 
[Chap. ii). II.} but that taking Qcc^fion 
to mention fbon after, our Com>erfationy or 
Citfz^ift»py as being in Heaven i iii^ead of 
giving us Uie l&^Si Item of our going thither^ 
or of any fuch Thing as our being with 
Q>rift tiU his Jecond appearing^ he imme-* 
dia^ly adds, ^om whence alfo ipe loQkfor 
the Savimry the Isord Jefus Ghrijiy wbofljaH 
change our vile Body^ that it may be fajhion'd 
Uke ufl$o his glorious Bod^y according to the 
workingy whereby he is abk even to fubdue all 
Things unto himfi^. Now, why fhould he 
look fo much for our i^wds Returny if he 
either expe<3;ed to be with him in Heaven 
{q long before then ? O*' however to fee 

M and 



1 



[ i62 ] 
and converfc with him in fome happy Pa^ 
radifcy and into which his Soul (hould im- 
mediately enter after Death ? Had he for- 
;ot the Dejrre he before exprefs*d ? Or that 
feing with Chriji^ he had fo lately men- 
tioned ? Or are we to look on him here 
as explaining himfelf more at large ? I muft 
freely confefs, that the more I confider thefc 
Things, it affords me ftill new Matter of 
Surprize, that this Apojlle ihould fo long be 
quoted as favouring a Doftrine, which on 
fo many Occafions he never makes any Ac- 
count of, only becaufe it feems to agree with 
what he fays in fome two or three Pafla- 
ges, but for which, on fairly comparing 
the whole of his Writings together, there 
(does not appear to be the leaftFoudation. 

As to the Objeftion brought from St/ 
Paul to the I'heffalonians^ [i. The(f. v, lO.] it 
appears to me to be fo very trifling, as fcarce 
to merit or deferve an Anfwer. It was if 
you pleafe to remember, from even this 
very Epiftle^ [Chap. iv. 13, &c.] that Philan^ 
der produced to us one of the ftrongeft Ar- 
guments againft a feparate State in all this 
Apofiles Writings. For here the Apoftle 
fets \\\iX\(Q\?prqfeJfedly to remove all fuch 
Doubts with regard to the State of the 
Dead^ as might lead us to look on them as 
loji or perijh'd^ and to adminifter all the 
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ApoJloUcal Comfort he could to put an End * 
to immoderate Grief on that Occafion. Here 
therefore the common Dodhincof -fowwr/^- 
lity muft, if true, have anfwer'd a moft ufeful 
Purpofe : nor is it even conceivable he . 
fhould here omit it, would his Faith ^% a- 
Cbrifiian have given him Leave to mrfke«^ 
Ufe of it. Had a Pbilofopher undertook to 
manage this Point, we (hould have been 
entertain'd perhaps with the Roman-' 
tick Rbetorick of the Godlike Power of 
Souk when freed from Bodies! How the 
Soul exults in its recover d Liberty ! And flies 
from World to World with as much Fa- 
cility y as the Birds of the Air do from one. 
neighbouring Tree to another! iS^/wrofthe 
Attients here indieed were very modejly and- 
would not {o much as allow, that a Soul 
could get over a River y without paying a 
Penny, to Charon for Ufe of his Boat./ But 
diefe were mere PhilofophicalBunglerSy Com- 
pared with fome Others, that becaufe linking 
Wights they knew had need of fuch Things, 
muft heeds fooliftily fancy the DeadmvSt 
have need of them too, and that dead Souk 
could not fly over Rivers for no other Rea- 
fon than becaufe they faw it could not be 
done by Living ones. 

But to leave thefe wild Dreams and re- 
turn to' the' holy Apoftle. He would not 
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hkve ufi, he fays, ta/orrcwjbr t£i Dead^ 4t 
others which bavt m. Hspe^ But what cbes 
he fay to u& to^^m^vmf our Sorrowing ? K it 
diat the Souk of tkc Deadh ^tra happy now^ 
ii» Poradf&y and hapf)ier far than ever ihey^ 
were in this WbrU I Xhat they are pre&nt 
with Chn/i, or fle.him 1^ fFay f Vyimi. 
and are r^oiciog in, Company with other 
Saints in Hd^s of the Gitiy. thatj^all 6e re^ 
vea^d? This na'doubt had been propor ta 
ajSwage their Grief^ and the very, prc^rcft 
Thing he could ha^» told them oE But 
inftead of fo much as the leaft InnMetub of 
this Kind, he only, as ufiial, points at &e 
RefumSHcHy and dire^bs them to Qon^fimt 
them&lve^ and eadi othec with, this, tjbat 
jiuh as fitef^ in ^^^ God' mtt then bfi^ 
wth him. And who that feriouAy confidery. 
diis, (with other finailar Things to \fe met 
with in all hi&£piiUes,) can Imagine the 
ApoMe ihpttld onljr a &w Verfes after^ 
fpeak of lining with €hr^^ while we are, as. 
he. ilika it^ 4^^ U k freely alfewkl, tkst 
whether itit wiii^ ov^Jkef^ that is^ are founds 
at his Coming ^ther alive or deiui^ wc^iiiatt 
live together with him at this .Appeardcig : 
Kut with what Propriety can we here fijtp^. 
pofe him to reprefent us^ as. i^ady and ^et 
Lining- toge^er with. Chm/kf Oe as both 
waiif^ ^xid, jkeflng at. the ielf fame Tfmed 
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We ve taught, and profeis to receive k m 
Part of our Faith, that our Lordihall come, 
as the Creed faj^ to ju^e quid and dead: 
But ivas any Man ^ver to weak as to argue 
hence, that the Dead Hiall be Judgd while 
they continue Dead? Or that they (hall not 
be qidcherid before they are cali'd on to 
judgment? And yet what more Abfurdity 
is there in one than the oiher^ 

Your lajl ObjeSlion likewife appears to me 
to have as little Weight in it, if not lefs 
than any of them. For what, tho' the 
^eep of Deiaith is alike to all, 4ilike in-- 
fen/ible to all in general ; does it make no 
Difference whether we wake to Life^ or to 
undergo a terrible Condemnation? The 
Righteous certainlv are \AeQk in thls^ that 
all the Labour of the Da^ is over, and tliat 
after a quiet Night of Reft from all their 
Trouble, they fhall wake to Scenes of Bliji 
beyond Conceptifon. But with regard to 
die Wicked furely the Cafe is dmerent. 
^is tmc! they ^fo reft from prefcnt Trou- 
bles, but tnuft ihortly awake to ij^h as are 
nuch more dreactful : nor are thej happy 
ki any Thing, fave iti their Itfenfibility of 
that terriUe Doom that is advancing towards 
theHi. And yet who that has in him a 
Spark of Humanity left, that can find in his 
Heart to l^rudge them ihxs fitall Ref^ 
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pitij this fenfefefs Interim between ::thclr 
Death, and that of rifing to Eternal ^udgr. 
ment. — But as I prcfumc I have now given 
an Anfwer to all your ObjeftiOns, Let me 
once more, as ufual, fign myfelf ...:.;; 

TourSy Theophilus. 

P O S T S C R I P T. 

AS Philander has been at me ag^n with 
his old ObjeSiiony that it feetns to be 
too much cramping the celeflial HappineKs 
to ' confine the Seat of it to this Earth and 
Atmofphere^ it would not I thought be un- 
welcome to fend you a fhort Account, by 
Way of Pojlcripty of what has further pafs'd 
between us on that Occafion. You may 
remember he ftarted the fame when you 
was here, and to which, tho' I made him at 
Aat Time but a brief Reply, he feem'd 
however for the prefent fatisfy*d> - But he 
has fince {o ferioujly renew'd his Wiflies for 
a larger and more extenfive Sphere to zOi 
in, that I plainly perceived nothing lefsthan 
an infinite Space, and a Power of vifiting 
tjod's whole Creation, was fufficient to gratify 
\Ashigh Ambition. I was therefore oblig'd 
as ferioufly to remonfeate to him, that as 
Cmtentafion was a Ghriftian Virtue, and 
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God had feen fit to fet Bounds to our Deiires 
in this World, it was done with a View, 
not only to prefent Happinefs, but to render 
us fit for xht future ; that it could not be 
otherwife than highly criminal for limited 
Beings, as all Creatures muji be^ to raife their 
Wiflics to too great a Height, or to be im- 
patient in any Cafe to break thro' thofc 
Bounds^ that the divine Wifdom and Good- 
nefs has thought fit to fet to them ; and 
upon this reminded him of that ^ree of 
Knowledge^ that was fet as a "Tejl in the ter- 
reftrial Paradife^ and to teach us to refi 
contented with fuch Attainments^ as the 
Wifdom of God has thought proper to put 
in our Reach. This Remonftrancc I found 
had the defir'd EfFed. He readily own'd 
Our Happinefs mufl: be bounded^ and that 
of Courfe the Defire of it muft be hounded 
too : nor could he think of any other 
Bounds to fet to it than thofe thought meet 
by the Divine Creator. I was pleas'd I con- 
fefs to hear him acknowledge this ; which 
yet as I told him muft be either own'd by 
us, or we fliould otherwife never know 
where to ftop our Wifliing till we had even 
wifti'd Equality with God. He repeated 
again, that he was fully fatisfy'd, that as the 
future Happinefs muft have Limitations^ it 
muft be ouF Duty to bring our Defres to 
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<bk bur StattJttfs, ikhd to acquidce a^ is ^ 
in the tlWh'e Difpbfal. This math Point 
'th^risfft#fe giiin% I had nothing to do but 
%b flifew inrii ¥haft tihe Seat of Hiapf^nefs, 
ittio* thus confined, or without exccecMng of 
ifci^ Scripture Limits^ may yet ndt^^di* 
Himdtng this be v^ry glorious, even beyond 
aXi out prefeht Conceptidhs ; that the ne^ 
EdHb ttiay poffibly exceed the prefent, 
both with regard to its Butty 'and a lafger 
lExtertfioft of AtmojJl>here ; tind that as Wc 
IhouH pf obaMy then be ^n^led to move rn 
ubr^ with greater Eafe than we now do on 
3B(/rfl&, and either to ^alk^ttjty^ itt our 
own DJferetion, and had ^ the Reafon in 
die Woi?d to think, there (hould newr bb 
waiting Obje&s t6 entertain us in that new 
Creaficto fotm'd on Pur pofc ftfrus, we might 
tfery wtH make ourfelves eafy with fiidi a 
J^rofpe£iy and without wifhing for PtrwW' 
too We^i-ly approaching Dfvim for fudh 
Crttttirts as ivt are to admit the Hopes t)f;; 
and that tho' I could ndt pretend to prov 
dioce any Warrant from Siripture for what 
I was :gorng Further to add on this Hfead, yet 
that ft wfts n6tHnpoffiWe,noryetittiprobable, 
but thait the ftarth in Procefsof Time might 
bttve fcvetai frefli IktmnJettionSy ^ch ftill 
inorc :g torio tt s than its preceedihg \ ahd 
tfc« ^0d ift hi* Wifdom imd <5oodnefi 



may tiketviife thrnk iit to rfeveal to ti$ tte 
State of otbfr WhfH^ beiides otrr own, ot 
peAap^ fkvocn- feme of a ftrperioui- Rank 
With a YifUfomeiims to Other diftanttJlobeS^ 
and that Tiiay enieftain us at their Reium, 
with new arid ibTpTifing . Harradves of the 
WifdoTft of <Jod, as 'di§)l^'d in tfther Rer 
gions, and to Beings of Whiith at prfcfent we 
have no Idea; and in a Word, that with- 
out (\ippofmg 3,gpf2}^al Tranjpl^ntatlon &0m 
this* to any othet Globe >P^at6ver, (which 
yet perhaps may fome Time be the Cafe,) 
this Globe of ours may be made fuch 
a Seat of Happinefs, as is enough to fatisfy 
the mofl rais'd Ambition, that can be con-* 
tent with any Thing lefs than perfedi God^ 
head. [See Dr. Watts on Death, and Heaven. 
Pag. 73. and 191.] This was doming fo 
clofe to Philanders moft favourite PafjionT^ 
and giving fuch ample Room for ExpeSta-*, 
tation^ that I could even read in his Counte- 
nance the Satisfaftion with which he re- 
ceived it. I own, fays he very alertly, this 
is not fromisd us ; but as there is nothing, 
I think, in Scripture to contradict it, but ra- 
ther a Liberty left us of conceiving every 
things that it is either fitting for God to 
beftow, or his Creatures to hope for; I ami 
fo well convinced of his great Grace and 
Goodnefs that let the Scenes of Happinefa 

be 
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be where they will> I make no doubt but 
die Jujl (hall be i^ery happy ^ and have Reafon 
for ever to extol the Grace that firft defign'd 
tiiem for that glorious End. He had no 
Iboner faid this, with a great deal of feeming 
Pleafure, than lifting his Eyes devoutly up 
towards Heaven, he repeated the following 
Words with great Solemnity, 

Proftrafe I bow to thy fuperior Sway : 
Man was not made to cenjure^ but obey. 
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